


ment of the requests of Our Lady
of Fatima.

Some readers may think this
“‘worked’’ because I was there.
But Msgr. Barry did not know
me at all.

The first key to success was
Cecilia Clermont...a person well
known in the parish. The other
keys were: 1} a SPECIFIC re-
quest; 2) Documentation (SOUL,
the Cell program and a few press
clippings), backed by 3} PER-
SONAL HOLINESS of a perse-
vering little Rosary group and a
few Blue Army cells.

BLESSING TO PARISH

Little by little this First
Saturday program can bring a
wave of transforming holiness to
an entire parish.(4) The Church
had established this devotion,
with a plenary indulgence, even
BEFORE Our Lady appeared at
Fatima and announced that by
this devotion {which '‘GOD wish-
es to establish in the world''} the
tide of atheistic communism
would be turned back. Our
Lady returned {as She had prom-
ised at Fatima on July 13, 1917)
with the specific details of the
devotion:

1) On Five Consecutive First
Saturdays;

2) Confession;

3) Mass and

4} Holy Communion;

5) Recitation of the Rosary;

6) Fifteen minutes of medita-
tion on the mysteries;

7} All of the above in repara-
tion for offenses committed
against the Immaculate Heart of
Mary.

In reply to questions put to
Sr. Lucia, who was told by Our
Lady at Fatima that God willed
that she remain in the world for
the establishment of this devo-
tion, Our Lord and Our Lady

specified that if it isimpossible to
go to Confession on the first
Saturday one can do so within
the week. But almost as though
anticipating a decline in the
reception of the Sacrament of
Penance, Confession was made
an essential and central condi-
tion. And Sr. Lucia has explained
why:

PURPOSE OF THE DEVOTION

The primary purpose of the
Five First Saturday devotion is
RENEWAL AND RECONCILIA-
TION. It is as though Our
Heavenly Mother wished by this
means to take Her children by
the hand, once a month, TO
RENEW THEIR COMMITMENT
to fulfill the three essential
conditions which She set down at
Fatima to save the world. The
most important of these is the
sanctification of our daily duty.

““Everything depends on
this,”’ Sr. Lucia explained. By
the Rosary, and by practicing
consecration to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary through the
Scapular, we are assisted in the
offering up of the sacrifices of
our daily duty, Lucia explained.
And by the First Saturday, WE
ARE REMINDED ONCE A
MONTH as we purge ourselves
of the sins and failures of the
previous month; we ‘‘practice’’
the application of the mysteries
of the Rosary to the essential
condition of the sanctification of
our daily duty as we plunge
ourselves in a special and in-
tense manner into the Eucharis-
tic Mystery.

IDEAL PROGRAM

Following is the First Satur-
day Program (centered of course
around the Mass} which we
suggested to our pastor:

11:06 A.M.: Confessions and
“ROSARY BEFORE MASS”

with special meditations totaling
about five minutes.

11:15 A.M.: Holy Mass, with ten
minute meditation on a mystery
of the Rosary...usually connected

with the Feast or Liturgical
season.
After the Mass: Renewal of

consecration to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary (with act of
reparation) through group enrocll-
ment in the Scapular and presen-
tation of pledges of those who on
this particular First Saturday, are
just beginning.

12:00 P.M.: Meeting of Promo-
ters. {coffee could be served)
(Confessions could be continued
after Mass if necessary.)

The promoters could prepare
and give the meditations. Medi-
tations in preparation for Mass
are already available (5), and a
different set of mysteries may be
used each First Saturday. It is
very interesting ({and usually
very inspiring} if five promoters
each give a two minute medita-
tion {in place of one ten minute
homily given by the priest)
followed by a brief coordinating
summary or commentary by the
pastor or celebrant.

Of course, printed copies are
available of the brief Scapular
enrollment and renewal of the
‘‘pledge’’, which contains the
essential conditions of devotion
to Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart,
as requested by God at Fatima,

If Our Lady could promise to
save the world when enough
persons are doing these things,
can we imagine what saving
graces and special blessings are
to be expected in the individual
parish where this devotion...so
urgently requested in our day at
Fatima (6), ratified by the Coun-
cil {7), and sanctioned by the
Holy Father {8)...is carried out?

Why not ask YOUR pastor?
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