


had at his side Sr. Mary of the
Immaculate Heart, D.C.. the
same person who as a child of
ten had spoken to Our Lady of
Fatima and who at the age of
thirtv-nine had formulated the
Blue Armv Pledge. With a wide
gesture. the Pope presented her
to the crowd of more than a mil-
lion... and by television to the
world... as the messenger of Our
Lady.
Organization Needed

Shortly after the Pope’s visit to
Fatima, the second Bishop of
Fatima agreed to become active,
International  President of the
Biue Army. His Excellency set
out that same year on an around-
the-world trip with the Pilgrim
Virgin statue, calling everywhere
for a development of the Blue
Army as the world’s principal
response to the Fatima Message.

In his instruction to the Inter-
national Council which elected
him, the Bishop stressed the
need for implementing the sta-
tutes of organization which had
been drawn up by his predeces-
sor, the first Bishop of Fatima.

“Number One’’ Deterrent

Meanwhile there had been fur-
ther developments in the world
which made the Message of Fati-
ma more personal, more mean-
ingful, more urgent to millions.

Our Lady had said that ‘‘Error
will spread from an atheist Rus-
sia throughout the entire world,
fomenting further wars... several
entire nations will be annihi-
lated.”” And by now the power of
Communism had extended to
more than one-third of the
world’s population and seemed to
be advancing inexorably. And now,
too, Satan... who seemed to ‘‘pos-
sess'’ the world-atheist movement
powered from Russia... was turning
against the Blue Army Apostolate
with great force.

In the half-million copies of the
voice of militant atheism, published
in Russia, it was stated in Qctober,
1967 (the very time that the Bishop
of Fatima himself assumed the
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presidency and active international
direction of the Apostolate} that the
Blue Army was... after Hitler and
the Cold War... the number one
deterrent to the success of the world
arheist revolution.

Satan’s Efforts Felt

The opposition which began to be
heard against this simple apostolate
of holiness, and the rumors which
began to circulate concerning its
leaders, could hardly be explained
in any natural way. Divisions arose,
“‘good”” persons began to speak ill
of others in the same Apostolate,
Bishops in many parts of the world
began to have a *‘feeling’’ that Blue
Army members were extremists. In
some instances Church defectors
who claimed to be apostles of the
Fatima Message (like the Schuck-
ardt group) were confused with the
Blue Army itseif.

In some countries (as in Italy and
India) it became necessary to use an
alternate name {World Apostoiate
of Our Lady of Fatima) because the
very name of the Blue Army had
become so besmirched.

1980 Triumph!

In Washington, N.J., U.S.A.,
from where the Blue Army began as
a national organization in 1950 and
then spread throughout the world, a
Shrine has been built in honor of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Here, on
October 11 through 13, 1980, leaders
of the Biue Army of recognized divi-
sions of the Apostolate in ninety
different dioceses met in an historic
meeting and decided to take charge
of the running of the organization...
a decision which may prove to be a
turning point for the Apostolate not
only in America but possibly in the
world.

One year before, under very diffi-
cult circumstances, the leaders of
the Blue Army of the United States
had met to consider their own
organization. For almost thirty
years they had been getting ‘*direc-

tions™" from headquarters without
voice, without nartional elections,
without adequate statutary organi-
zation. Now the Apostolate had
officially recognized divisions in
more than half the dioceses of the
United States. 5o, on October 13,
1979, they elecred national officers
for one year and decided they would
return in 1980 to decide again on
officers and to adopt a formal consti-
tution to define and to govern the
Apostolate in the future.

Flections Were Procested

The Most Rev. Jerome J. Has-
trich, D.D., Bishop of Gallup, N.M.
and Founder and President of the
Queen of the Americas Guild, had
consented in 1979 to be Vice
President of the Blue Army in the
U.5. for one year, and His Excellen-
cy presided at the historic 1980
meeting.

Those who had protested the
validity of the 1979 elections were
there. They now wanted to prevent
elections in 1980. But the elections
were held, and the constitution was
adopted.

To those on the ‘‘inside’” who
knew the whole thirty-year history
of the Apostolate, the results of this
1980 U.5. Blue Army meeting
seemed little short of a miracle.

Former Intl. President Pleased

The second Bishop of Fatima,
who became International President
of the Blue Army in 1967 a few
months after the Pope’s Fatima
pilgrimage, saw in this grear hope
for the Apostolate throughout the
world. In joyful appreciation, the
Bishop... now retired... wrote to
Bishop Hastrich to congratulate and
to thank him for having accepted a
leadership position in the Blue
Army in 1979.

In order to placatc those who had
opposed these elections, the na-
tional Blue Army convention of 1980

Atheist Revolution...””

VAfter Hitler and the Cold War, the Blue Army is the
Number One Deterrent to the success of the World

— (Science and Religion, October 1967 issue)







