wo young ladies attending one
of England's finest finishing schools
had a dream. As they both pro-
ceededtouniversity studies for de-
grees in Education, the dream
grew, When one of the two returned
to her home in Rome to be mar-
ried and the other followed to
teach English literature in a Rom-~
an school, they began tothink of the
dream as something that could ac-
tually come to life.

Looked for Villa

They dreamed of making Rome
itself a '"classroom', with one of
the great Roman villas a "finish-
ing" atmosphere for young ladies.

Their clipped British accent
was soon familiar to every villa
owner in and near Rome. Luigina
Brugnoli, the Roman citizen of the
team, worked in one direction; the
English partner, Carole Hutchison,
worked in another. When a good
prospect was found, they converg-
ed. It was a long search, but final -
ly an ideal villa was found. It was
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to cost over $1,000 a month, but
nothing was too good for so noble
a dream; and Saint Francis was
their friend. So was Saint Anthony.

School Opens

Little thought was given to the
possibility of students from the U-
nited States. This was a dream
born in England, and at first it in-
cluded only English students. But
a few Americans heard about it,
and quickly applied for entrance.

Among these Americans was
the daughter of the present writer,
who thus learned personally of the
school's methods and purpose. The
effect of the school on his own
daughter was such that hebegan to
speak to Mrs. Brugnoli and Miss
Hutchison, founders of the school,
to extend a general invitation to
Americans andtointensify the 'Ro-
man Classroom' idea on which the
school was founded.

The first Americans who re-
sponded didnot know of the English

term periods which are substan-
tially different from those of the
United States. Also, some of the
girls hadthe idea that such a school
in Rome was tobe a pleasant tour,
with little discipline andless study.
But the capable school faculty soon
had matters '"'sorted out" so that
the English dream in Rome became
an American reality.

Preparation for Marriage

Most young ladies aspire to
marriage as their major career,
but they attend colleges and uni-
versities as though marriage was
to be secondary and some OTHER
career was to be major, As a re-
sult, many a housewife today would
make an excellent school teacher,
but is mediocre in the kitchen;
many would make excellent nurses,
but are weak in the social ameni-
ties;many could help their husbands
with accounting and law, but their
English diction is ordinary. Some
can hold an excellent conversation
about philosophy or psychology,but
they have only a vague knowledge
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there are 14,000 Americans li\}ing
in Rome at the present time.

Exciting to most girls are the
three major sports of Romana,
swimming, horseback riding and
skiing on the bheautiful slcpesof
Terminillo.

What is not generally known to
many Americans is that Italy has
produced the finest equestrian
school in the world., The "forward

Romana girls getting mail from home.

seatl'’, now used in England and by
fine riders all over the world was
actually developed in Rome, RO-
MANA expects next year to have
its own horses and riding master,
thus reducing the usual cost of les-
sons from $10 (the current fee) to
$2. 00!

Two Divisions

The school is actually divided
into two divisions: the Finishing
School, with a maximum registra-

ltalian class af Romana.

tion of 20; and the Roman Class-
room alone, with a maximum reg-
istration of 25. No more than these
numbers will be accepted in any
given year, which runs from late
September to mid-May. Up to 30
are accepted for the ten-week, in-
tensified summer session of the
Roman Classroom.

Entrance Qualifications

The main limitations are age
and character. A careful screening
process has been set up, in addi-
tion to which more than two viola-
tions of any of the school's 3major
rules invites immediate dismissal.
Parents, who must supply the re-
turn ticket home at the time their
daughter enters Romana,must think
twice about sending a girl who does
not know the rudiments of good be-
havior. Most girls will vie for the
awards to be made at the annual
Romana ball, a prime requisite for
whichis Romana's standards of de-
portment. Of the ten awards, the
most coveted is the Anne Marie
Taigi gold medal.

Vacations

Since the school year at Ro-
mana is from mid-September to
mid-May, it might be a little far
for some parents to come for a
Feast like Christmas. But if they
do, they are welcomed right into
the Romana heart and home, with
their own daughter as their host-
ess. Some girls go home for va-
cations.

For vacations Romana hag six
side trips a year: toFlorence; As-
sisi and Loreto; Naples and Pom-
peii; Nettuno (Saint Mary Goretti)
and the Mediterranean Coast,These
are all overnight trips. The one to
Florence is at Easter time, lasts
five days, and is in exchange with
a Florentine Finishing School,
There is talk that next year there
may be an exchange also with a
finishing school in Paris.

Prices for these side trips,
combining vacation with travel, are
nominal to cover transportation and
hotels.

The Romana Prices

The full year is $650 for day
students and $965 for those who
are boarded in a convent outside
the Villa. The latter reside with
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