The HAND
of FATIMA



125 David Street in old Jerusalem who answered the question
about the meaning of the Hand of Fatima by writing this note over
a stamp bearing his name.

Q bove is the actual handwritten message from the shopkeeper on



The Hand
of Fatima

AMI Press
Washington, N.J. 07882 (USA)



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The article The Virgin Mary in the Koran by Giancarlo Finazzo was
first published inthe April 13, 1978, English edition, L ’Osservatore
Romano, p. 4.

The article Jesus and Mary in Islam was excerpted from a leaflet of
the same name written by Frank Duff, late founder of the Legion of
Mary in Dublin, Ireland.

The article The FatimaMessage by Douglas Hyde is courtesy of SOUL
Magazine (World Apostolate of Fatima), Special Issue, p. 2.

This little book was written by John M. Haffert, a founder of the
World Apostolate of Fatima, with parts by Frank Duff, the late
founder of the Legion of Mary, Douglas Hyde, former Communist
leader in Great Britain, and Giancarlo Finazzo, who wrote on this sub-
ject in the Vatican City newspaper L ‘Osservatore Romano.

The author sadly acknowledges that the bloody strife between
Christians and Moslems is based rather on nationalism and minority
grievances than onreligious differences as is the case with Christians
fighting each otherin Northern Ireland and of Moslems fighting each
other in the Middle East.

May the Hand of Fatima be a hand of peace to all.

Imprimatur: Rev- Msgr. John R. Torney,
Vicar General of the Diocese of Metuchen

N.B. The Imprimatur contains nothing more than that
the material contained in this publication has been
examined by diocesan censors and that nothing
contrary to faith and morals has been found therein.

© 1984 AMI Press, Inc., Washington, N.J. 07882
All rights reserved.
Printed in the United States! of America

ISBN 0-911988-58-0



Table of Contents

(oY =XV 0] o [T iv

Christian-Moslem DiViSiON......ccccocoveviiviieiieieieie e 1
Fatima and Mary: Models of Holiness.........coccevenniae 8

The Virgin Mary in the Koran by Giancarlo FinazzoU

Jesus and Mary in Islam by Frank Duff. .; .......... 15
The Fatima Message by Douglas Hyde.......cccocoevenee 22
The Message and Prophecies of Fatima.........c......... 24

Holy Mary Appears to Christians and Moslems.... 30

CONCIUSTON ettt sttt et r et rre e 37



Foreword

ohammedans do not permit representations of the human fig-

ure. An extraordinary exception is the portrayal of the hand
of the most glorious woman of Islam: Fatima, the daughter of
Mohammed.

The illustrations in this little book are actual representations of the
“Hand of Fatima” bought in old Jerusalem, and bought specifically
to illustrate this book.

The shopkeeper was asked: “What is the significance of this sym-
bol?” He answered:

“It is the hand of Fatima for Mohammedans. It is the hand of
Esther for Israel. It is the hand of Mary for Christians.”

“A Moment of Grace”

It is particularly interesting that Esther of the Old Testament isre-
garded as a prefigure of Our Lady of Fatima, who wore a bright star
(esther) at the hem of her robe when she appeared at Fatima, Portugal,
andpromised to save the worldfrom annihilation if her requests are
heard.

We recall that Esther of the Old Testament (whose name means
“star”) went in before the Persian King and saved Israel from
annihilation at the hands of its enemies.

In the apparitions at Fatima Our Lady’s hands were folded in prayer
except when she opened them to reveal her Immaculate Heart of
motherly love, from which rays of light streamed upon the three
children, causing them to feel “lost in God.”

May the open hand of Fatima represent today amoment o fgrace
for us andfor all the world, and especially for the Mohammedan
world which so loves and honors holy Mary, who conceived by the
Holy Spirit; who herself was immaculately conceived, and remained
ever a Virgin.
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by Moslems who indeed have far more in common with Christians
than most Christians realize.

Looking back in history, consider the many mistakes Christians
have made in approaching their Moslem brothers.

When the Franciscans first went to Morocco, they preached in the
mosques, on Friday, the Moslem holy day, condemning Mohammed.
They called him a false prophet. And the Moslems felt a double of-
fense: The desecration of their holy day and holy places, as well as the
sacrilege against a man whom they considered to be truly the greatest
of the Prophets.

When the first missionary was put to death by the Moslems, St.
Francis personally opposed his canonization as a martyr!

What Is Needed Now...

And while we can understand the almost abandoned zeal of those
early missionaries, and while we can understand the often baser
motives of men who went to the ‘‘Crusades’’to shed Moslem blood,
how can we understand the hatred that exists today between so Godly
a people as the Moslems, and those of us who belong to the Church
to which St. Francis belonged and which was founded by the Christ
of peace and love?

Father Julio Vasetti-Sani, O.F.M ., of Florence, Italy, spent a great
deal of time among the Moslems, especially in Egypt. And he says that
what is and has been particularly lacking among the Christians
towards the Moslems is “humility, knowledge, and especially love.”

The love that all have for God should bind them together.

But history has created divisions. And wars for territory have often
turned into “religious” wars. And today the thrust is to a new social
order without God. Even many of the educated Moslems of today,
especially among the young, have been indoctrinated in the atheistic
doctrine from Russia.

Is It Possible?

A few years ago, forty Moslem professors from different parts of
the world were invited to a seminar at Louvain University. It turned
out that some of the younger professors, especially those who had
studied in Beijing and Moscow, had become Marxists. When asked
how it was possible for a Moslem to also be a Marxist, one of these
professors said:

“We are Moslems because we believe Mohammed is one of the
greatest men of all time. In his day, because of ignorance, people
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believed in God. But if Mohammed were of our time, he, too, would
be an atheist.”

How much the believing Moslems need the prayers of Christians!
And how much Christians need theirs!

In the face of ever-spreading international atheism, should not the
love of God and our common belief in the power of prayer unite us?

Perhaps this is what Our Lady had in mind and when, as the
Woman given to the world as its Mother at the foot of the Cross, she
came to Fatima in our day. There she assumed the name of “Fatima,”
a name that is not only dear to all Mohammedans as the name of the
daughter of the great Prophet, but also because all the blood
descendants of Mohammed are the children and descendants of
Fatima.

Indeed the Shiite Moslems believe that only the descendants o fFa-
tima are entitled to rule.

And it is interesting that Jesus has an important place in the Koran
(the Moslem bible), but it is veiled. Yet the Koran speaks explicitly of
Mary, including (Sura 19) the account of the Annunciation: that she
conceived by the “Holy Spirit.”

Mary in the Koran by “Name”

Father Vasetti says that he talked to many Moslems who were
shocked to know that there are Christians who do not believe in the
perpetual virginity of Our Lady.

“We are sure of that,” say the Moslems, “because it is in the
Koran.” And they are astonished that Christians should not believe
when it was in their Gospels!

Also we must remark that in the Islamic culture, a woman is not
known by name, but by reference to a man (father, brother, husband).
For example, in the Koran, they speak of the wife of Solomon, the
mother of Moses, and so on, but without ever giving the name of the
woman.

However, Mary is mentioned explicitly and repeatedly by name.
And oddly enough, Jesus is named in the Koran in relation to Mary:
the “Son of Mary.”

This was not done to denigrate Our Lord, but rather to defend the
sanctity of Mary, which at the time of Mohammed was denied by non-
Christian Jews who claimed that Mary was a harlot. Mohammed
wanted to emphasize that she was a saint.
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However, deeper than all other links of faith between Moslems and
Christians, the greatest link is Mary, Mother of Christ.

Is it any wonder then that Our Lady, coming to the modern world
to speak of the spread of error from an atheist Russia “fomenting
wars” and leading to “annihilation of several entire nations,” should
choose to be known by the name ofthe daughter of Mohammed, by
the name o f Fatima?

A Responsibility for “ AH’

Some may think itisjust coincidence. But the name “‘Our Lady of
Fatima” has become one of the most meaningful, and most important
titles of Our Lady in history.

Several books have referred to the Message of Fatima, and to the
present times, as Apocalyptic. Pope John Paul Il went so far as to say
that the Message of Fatima “compels the Church.” And he said that
those of us who believe and know the Message of Fatima, have,
because of it, a responsibility to the world.

It is a responsibility which we share with all who believe in God, with
all who face the common enemy of militant atheism which would lead
the world to nuclear self-destruction.

Some years ago a hospital was built in Teheran, where the mosque
containing the tomb of Fatima is located. The hospital was built as
a gift from German Catholics and was dedicated to Our Lady of
Fatima. At the dedication an Iranian government minister remarked:
“Look how great is the respect of Christians for Our Lady of Fatima”
(meaning of course the Fatima buried in the mosque outside of Tehe-
ran and from whom are descended all the living relatives of the great
Prophet).

Since words have special meanings, and sometimes different mean-
ings in different areas, it is important that we take into loving
consideration the concepts of others.

Spiritual Affinity to Islam through “Fatima”

It was for this reason that in India the Blue Army there was one of
the first in the world to adopt the name World Apostolate o fFatima,
since the word “Army” (also like the word “Crusade™)is an offense
to Moslems.

Although we in the West use the term “Blue Army” in a spiritual
sense, meaning the eternal struggle between Our Lady and Satan as
a real battle, the Holy See also recognized the importance of respect
for the interpretation of the word in different parts of the world and
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therefore expressed the desire that the primary and official title of The
Blue Army be “World Apostolate of Fatima.”

The twenty-five million members of this Apostolate around the
world should very seriously (and prayerfully) consider their spiritual
affinity to Islam through the historic person, Fatima.
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Fatima and Mary:
Models of Holiness

n 1971, Ali Shariati, referred to as “The Great Teacher” and “the

man who redefines Islam as it has been and not as it has become...”
spoke of the great importance of Fatima (daughter to the Prophet of
Islam) to the women of Islam today.

He lamented that scholars of the last fourteen centuries were too busy
describing details of devotions and leaving aside a model like Fatima.
Thus they failed to present Islam to the people in the people’s language.

Shariati laments that when he went to study the life of Fatima, in order
to present a model to the Islamic women of today, he found a void. And
he expressed the urgent need that Fatima be better known now because
Islamic women “need a model, an ideal example, a heroine. Fatima,
through her own ‘being’, answers the questions of every Islamic woman:
‘who am |, how do | become?’”

A New "Model” for Women

As a result of the leadership of Shariati, there has been a new role of
women in Islam. They played a major role in the Islamic revolution in
Iran. Their modesty of dress, inspired by the example of Fatima, did not
impede their freedom to act.

A prominent Islamic magazine recently remarked: “After the
revolution, Iranian women who had asked themselves Shariati’s question
‘who am 1°, are trying to know themselves as being ‘like Fatima,’ for
one must remember that only Fatima is Fatima.”

Also a great Christian leader referred to Fatima as a model and inspi-
ration of our times.

He was the late Fulton J. Sheen, a Catholic Archbishop and philos-
opher.

There had been an apparition of the Mother of Christ in Portugal in
1917 at a place which had been named after the daughter of Mohammed:
Fatima.

Christians flocked to the place of this apparition from all over the
world. Two Popes of our time (Paul VI and John Paul II) went there
on public pilgrimages to pray for world peace.

8
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And Archbishop Sheen asked:

Two Models for Us

“Why did the Mother of Christ, in appearing in this place, choose to
be known now in all the world as Our Lady of Fatima?” And answering
his own question, the Archbishop said that it was because She comes as
a model for the Christian world even as Fatima, as the daughter of
Mohammed, was a modelfor the Islamic world.

And His Excellency noted the great deference given by Mohammed
to the Mother of Christ who is now hailed throughout the Christian
world as “Our Lady of Fatima.”

As we mentioned before, the Prophet himself likened Our Lady and
Fatima as models of holiness in the Koran when his daughter Fatima
died, stating: “Fatima holds the highest place in heaven after the Blessed
Virgin Mary.”

Era of Peace to Mankind

The message given to the world at Fatima was one of hope —one of
eventual unity and peace for “mankind.”

Before the apparitions of the Mother of Christ, an archangel appeared
and prostrated himself in prayer in the Islamic manner and told the three
children to whom the Mother of Christ would soon appear, that they
should prepare themselves by prayer and penance as they were to become
the instruments of a heavenly message.

When the Mother of Christ appeared, She foretold the rise of militant
atheism in Russia which would spread “error” throughout the entire
world, fomenting further wars, and that even several nations will be
annihilated if men do not turn to God and stop offending Him.

The sweet memory of Fatima is thus brought to life in the Christian
world where she had been even more unknown than in the Islamic world.

Is it not time that the followers of the Prophet, as well as the followers
of Christ, whose Mother is now known as “Our Lady of Fatima,”
should now know more?

On November 28, 1979, Pope John Paul Il, in the chapel of the Italian
Embassy in Ankara, Turkey, paid a remarkable tribute to Islam: “When
I think of this spiritual patrimony and of the value which it has for man
and for society, of its capacity to offer above all to the young a direction
to their lives, to fill the void left by materialism, to give a sure foundation
to the very social and juridical order | ask myself if it is not urgent, just
as Christians and Muslims have entered a new period of their history,
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to recognize and develop the spiritual ties which unite us.”

Profess A Common Belief

The Pope pointed out that Moslems venerated Jesus as a prophet
although they did not recognize him as God. He recalled that they honor
the Virgin Mary and invoke her at their devotions. He quoted from the
Koran and made clear that, in his view, a monotheistfaith provided a
basisfor proper human conduct. Faith in God was professed in common
by the descendants of Abraham whether Christians, Moslems, or Jews,
and it provided a secure foundation for observing the dignity, fraternity
and liberty of man.

It is not a question of one group being “converted” to the other, but
rather of understanding each other.

All worship the one true God. All know that the era of peace for
mankind can be established only in the path of submission to God.

May the hand of Fatima touch each one as we now consider:

3 The Mother of Christ in the Koran by Giancarlo Finazzo, pub-
lished in L *Osservatore Romano, April 13, 1978, p. 4.

4 Jesusand Mary in Islam by Frank Duff, founder of the Legion
of Mary.

5 The Fatima Message by Douglas Hyde, former Communist
leader from an address in Lisbon, Portugal, on October 10, 1951.

6 The Message and Prophecies of Fatima in Her Own Words.
Reprinted from the actual Memoirs of Lucia, eldest of the three
children who saw Our Lady of Fatima.

7 Holy Mary Appears to Moslems and Christians. Article based
on the book Our Lady Returns to Egypt by Father Jerome
Palmer, O.S.B.
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The Virgin Mary
In the Koran

by Giancarlo Finazzo

Mahomet Defended Mary’s
Virginity

hose who do not know the Islamic religion may be surprised to

learn that Mahomet defended Mary’s virginity, or that he recog-
nized her as the woman chosen by God for a function that was to be
unique in history. Mahomet’s commitment to defend her and exalt
her, also explains his harsh condemnation of the Jews (e.g., V, 156),
guilty of persisting in the slander and in refusing to admit Mary’s
unique role.

It is necessary to clarify, however, that, also for Mahomet, Mary
isunimaginable if disassociated from her Son: the divine election and
the purity of the Mother are directly proportioned to the qualities of
the Son; the moment of their interdependence is greatly felt, therefore,
since the historical greatness of Mary is conditioned by that of her Son,
and the Son in his turn depends on his Mother, who constitutes the
indispensable premise for his presence on earth. In the Koran Christ
is called repeatedly Issa ibn Maryam — “Jesus son of Mary” (V, 19,
75, 81, 113; XIX, 34) — a name which if it will become perhaps the
best known one in the Islamic world, will also be the one that
characterizes most the figure of Christ.

This correlation, which has led Moslem religious thought to affirm
the indissolubility of the dual concept Mary-Jesus and to base its
refutation of Christian doctrine on it, seems to have its foundation
in the principle of necessity. The negation of Christ’s divinity finds
its reason, in fact, precisely in Mary’s human nature; that is, in the
genetic relationship which, entailing the transmission of properties,
would exclude a leap of quality from Mother to Son.

n
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Sources of Islamic “Marlology”

Among the persons of Sacred History mentioned in the Koran, the
Virgin Mary occupies an important position on the historical and
dogmatic plane. In addition to being the object of as many as thirty-
four direct or indirect references, Mary also gives Sura XIX its name
and is its central figure as the mother of Jesus.

The characteristic note of references to the Virgin in the Koran and,
to an even greater extent, in Islamic tradition, can be seen both in the
information about her genealogy and her childhood — a part of
which is more detailed than in the four Gospels — and in the language
and way of narration which are seen to be particularly significant.
W ithout going deeply into the question of the validity of the
information and of the vast Islamic exigetics or “Mariology ” to which
it has given rise, we will limit ourself here to recalling that the sources
of Moslem tradition are, in this connection, the Arab Gospel of Child-
hood, the Proto-gospel o f James, the Gospel o f Pseudo-Matthew, the
traditions of judaizing Christians and the Hadith.

Immaculate Conception Recognized in Koran

To confirm the extraordinary value of the person of Mary, the fact
that to her, alone among creatures, and to her Son, is attributed a na-
ture exempt from all sin, is sufficient. We know that the Islamic re-
ligion ignores the concept of original sin; it attributes to man, however,
a natural defectibility which makes him impure and imperfect from
birth. Nevertheless, in a famous Hadith attributed to the Prophet, it
is affirmed that: “Every child is touched by the devil as soon as he is
born and this contact makes him cry. Excepted are Mary and her
Son.” From this Hadith and from verses 35-37 of Sura 111, Moslem
commentators have deduced and affirmed the principle of Mary’s
original purity. God, in fact, according to the Koranic text, granted
the wish of Anna who consecrated to him Mary, about to be born,
and the One to whom she would give birth (I11, 37). God predestined
Mary and purified her, raising her above all women (llI, 45).

After this premise it is not surprising that the dogma of the Immacu-
late Conception, though only implicitly contained in verses 111, 31-37,
is universally recognized by the Islamic religion. The recognition arises
without difficulty also from the repeated and always unanimous eval-
uation of the extraordinary person of Mary and of her pure life (Il,
42; X X1,91; LXVI, 12)which set her, with her Son, above every other
created being.
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Mary’schildhood, as seen through the Koran narration and Islamic
tradition, is entirely a miracle. Mary grows under direct divine pro-
tection, she is nourished daily by angels (111, 32) and has visions of
God every day. Everything contributes to making her and her Son a
signum for mankind (V, 79; XXI, 91, XXIII, 50). But if the detailed
narration of Mary’s childhood confirms the exceptional value of her
person, it is necessary to stress that the greatness of Mary is completely
related to the extraordinary event constituted by the birth of her son
Jesus. The fearful and sweet vicissitudes that precede and accompany
the birth and the childhood of her whom God chose above all women,
are, in fact, nothing but the prelude to the coming of the Messiah (l11,
40). Therefore, in the intentions of Mahomet and the whole Islamic
tradition, the advent of the Man generated by the Word (111, 45) finds
in the history of the little Mary the mysterious preceding fact that
prepares the believer, even more than the Gospels themselves do, for
an expectation full of awe and hope.

Confirms God’s Power and Authority

This atmosphere, so charged with expectation and wonder, certainly
does not disappear at the moment of the annunciation—a moment
that for Mary is the highest and most mysterious one in her earthly
life and that reveals to her at last the significance of her function in
the history of men. The Koran does not indicate the place in which
this mystery was carried out (X1X, 16). It asserts, on the contrary (llI,
42 ff; X1X, 17), that God sent his Spirit under the semblance of a
handsome young man who, similarly to what is narrated in the Gospel
ofPseudo-Matthew, was the Archangel Gabriel, often identified in
ancient times with the Spirit of truth or with the divine Spirit (ruh al-
arum and ruh Allah, XVI, 102; X1X, 17; XXXVI, 193). It should be
pointed out that in the Koran version Mary does not utter the fiat
which expresses her responsible acceptance of the divine will. Here she
merely asks: “How can | give birth to a son if no man has touched
me?”; receiving the answer; “Just so! God creates what he wants:
when he decides something, it is enough that he should say: Be! and
itis” (I11, 147; X1X, 203); a version that confirms the typically Islamic
sense of the absolute authority and power of God, and the complete
submission of man to his will.

The Koran then narrates that Mary, feeling the moment approach
in which she would give birth, withdrew to a lonely place in the East.
Moslem exegetics is not unanimous in recognizing Bethlehem as the
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place of the Messiah’s birth nor does it seem to have attached much
importance to the question. It lingered, on the contrary, on the episode
of Mary who, tired and sad, invokes death (X1X, 22-26). The Spirit
of truth answers her once more, bringing to her both spiritual and
material comfort. Here, in fact, is inserted the well-known and de-
lightful story of the Virgin who quenches her thirst with the water of
a spring that suddenly gushes out under her feet, and who feeds on
the dates of a palm tree.

The Koran gives no details about the birth of Jesus. It at once
presents Mary who, returning among her people and showing them
the Child, becomes the object of terrible slanders. The episode, brief
but dramatic, is suddenly solved when the Infant, speaking unex-
pectedly from the cradle, takes his M other’s defense and exonerates
her from all blame (X1X, 30-33). This miracle, to which the Koran
refers more than once (e.g., 11, 46; V, 113), isamong those that have
made most impression on the imagination of Moslem believers and
that are still alive in their conscience. The episode, however, has also
a kerigmatic importance for Islamic theology, since the fact that the
Child speaks from the cradle is a violation of natural laws and there-
fore bears witness to the greatness of the Spirit within him.

The Koran does not give us any other information on the Virgin’s
life, while tradition recalls various and partly conflicting versions of
the last years of her earthly presence and of her ascension to heaven.
But neither the Koran nor tradition give the story of the Transitus
Mariae.
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Jesus and Mary In Islam

by Frank Duff,
founder of the Legion of Mary

ahomet was born about the year 570, near enough to the time
when Christianity was wiped out in Persia. Let us give his story
as he told it himself.

In the month of Ramadan, he was engaged in prayer on Mount
Hira. The Angel Gabriel appeared to him and showed him a silken
scroll which he was enabled to read, although he was illiterate. It con-
tained the first divine message and it constituted him a prophet. He
returned home very disturbed. After about two years the visions
recurred.

He accepted the commission of prophet and sought recruits. Perse-
cution fell upon him and in 622 he fled from Mecca to Medina where
he won support. He surrounded himself with twelve apostles and
Islam began to spread. He became most influential. He devised the
idea of the Arab Commonwealth which attracted men powerfully and
he made the new religion the cement of that organization. He created
law and justice where violence and self-assertion had reigned.

Characteristics of Islam

At the outset Islam was tolerant of other religions but turned first
against the Jews and later against the Christians.

Islam does not impose many burdensome rules upon its adherents.
Its precepts are five in number -The Unity of God, fulfillment of the
times of stated prayer, almsgiving, observance of the annual fast of
Ramadan, the making of the pilgrimage to Mecca.

In what follows I try to present a mode of approach to them based
more particularly on Our Blessed Lady, whose position in Islam is
considerable and extraordinary. She seems to represent common
ground capable o ffruitful development both in the orders of grace
and psychology.

First a word about the Koran.

About the Koran...

15
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It occupies a unique position among Moslems for whom it is the lit-
eral word of God descended from heaven. Their religion depends
entirely upon it. What it tells is considered to be a direct
communication from God to Mahomet through the Angel. Moslems
would not tolerate phrases like: “Mahomet composed the Koran’’ or
“The Koran has borrowed from Judaism and Christianity.” For this
reason what the Koran teaches about Jesus and Mary is of primary
importance because the Moslems must believe that it is the very voice
of God which is declaring those things.

As they stand, those teachings about Jesus and Mary are anomalous
and mystifying. They are prominent, even sensational. But they have
no place in the ordinary practice of the Islamic religion. Then what
is the purpose of those articles of belief? They must have a relevance.
So surely it is a supreme matter for Moslems to solve this and to put
into practical application what is, as much as any other part, the
formal profession of faith in the Koran. It is vital to their souls that
they fulfill their own religion and we must try to help them.

What the Koran Teaches about Jesus Christ

The Koran attaches the greatest importance to the Nativity and
Infancy of Christ; and also to the Nativities of Our Lady and St. John
the Baptist. But the Koran is unable to bring together into a consistent
whole all the items and aspects which it supplies about Our Lord Jesus
Christ — as if it could not really place Him.

The Koran does not recognize that He continued His life in a
Church.

But of course neither do many Christians sufficiently understand
this. The Koran shows Jesus as a perpetual wanderer, barefoot, His
nights spent in devotions and His days in doing good and working mir-
acles. The Commentaries on the Koran (which, as said, have great au -
thority) ascribe to Him a multitude of prodigies, many resembling the
canonical ones of Christianity; others the apocryphal ones. In
referring to these miracles, the Koran specifies: “with the permission
of God,” presumably with the intention of denying the divinity of
Christ. Nevertheless, the contrast between Christ and Mahomet in this
respect is striking: no miracles are credited to Mahomet.

The Moslems attach Christ to Adam through Noah, Abraham,
David (K, 3-32). But they are scandalized by the “queer folk” pre-
sented in the Christian genealogies of Our Lord. So the Koran removes
Him from the common line of generation and places Him in Mary at



JESUS AND MARY IN ISLAM 17

the right moment. This is so extraordinary a procedure as to make one
wonder if they are not thereby attaching to Him some element of the
divine — contrary to their ordinary professions. Some of the Islamic
authorities say that Jesus was the first being to be created, and after
Him, Mahomet.

They do not believe that He died on the Cross or normally. His
death was only a semblance! Death and all suffering were spared to
Him who was the envoy of God! Here again there is anomaly. The
Koran declares Him to be a prophet of God, but for what purpose and
what is His message? The Koran sets Him in a gigantic dimension, and
nevertheless He does not seem to have anything that can be called a
role in the Islamic religion.

Mary, A Modal of Faith for lalam

Mary, too, holds a notable place in Islam. The Koran talks much
about her. The Commentaries have posed many problems about her.
The popular mind enthuses about her and pursues her even into the
Christian churches. As in the case of Christ, the information given
about her draws largely on the Apocrypha as well as the Canon of the
Christian Bible. The Koran names her father as “Imrane,” but one
historian puts “Joachim.” The Koran refers to her mother as “the
spouse of Imrane,” but Moslems grant her the name “Anne.”

The Koran gives Anne prominence. The story of her sterility is told;
her prayer was heard and she conceived Mary. Then she addressed
God: “Lord, I vow to thee what is in my womb; it is consecrated to
thee; accept it from me” (K, 3-32). “Then when Anne had given birth,
she said: ‘Lord, itis agirl that I have brought forth.” And God knew
full well what she had brought forth.” (K, 3-33). But she had expected
a son, presumably thinking it was the Messiah!

The Koran then set on the lips of Anne this momentous utterance:
“1 place her and also her seed under thy protection against Satan the
accursed one.” Here plainly is a reference to the prophecy of Genesis
regarding the woman and her seed who would redeem the human race
from the thraldom of Satan.

Moreover, Islamic tradition proclaims with unanimity the privilege
of the Immaculate Conception: “Every child of Adam is touched by
Satan at the moment of birth except the Son of Mary and His Moth-
er.” This holds the maximum authority and has always been defended
by correct Mohammedanism. All insist that Mary was preserved from
every stain. It may be objected that the foregoing, referring to birth,
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does not amount to a teaching of the Immaculate Conception. Not
so; for according to the Islamic idea it is at birth that Satan grasps the
soul, and so their contention is that Mary was conceived and born free
from original sin.

What the Koran and lalamlc Tradition Saya about Mary

Likewise, Islam attributes to Mary unshakable faith and absolute
obedience, being thus made ready for the pouring into her of the Holy
Spirit.

Anne isshown as saying: “I have given her a name; itis Maryam.”
The Moslem commentators discuss the meaning of that name just as
we would. Some of their suggestions are: “the holy one,” “the
servant,” ‘‘the devoted one.’’ The Koran says: ‘‘Her Lord welcomed
her with a delightful welcome and made her grow with a delightful
growth” (K, 3-34).

Mary is believed to have had the use of reason and of speech at a
very early time. Most say that she was brought to the Temple at the
age of three, where she was in charge of her relative Zachary (K, 3-37).
The Koran does not offer exact information as to her occupation in
the Temple; but tradition assigns to her household tasks, embroidery
and prayer.

There is an astounding phrase in the Koran: “O Mary, be devout
to thy Lord. Prostrate yourselfalong with those who bow in prayer”
(K, 3-42). What is this? Mary prostrates herself with all—apparently
as a supplement to their prayers! This has all the air of a pointing to
her mediation.

Whenever she went to draw water, the angels presented themselves
to her, going and coming, saying: “Mary, God has picked thee and
purified thee and has chosen thee above all the women of the world *’
(K, 3-41).

The Annunciation is told in Chap. X1X, 15-21 of the Koran: “We
sent to her our Spirit who appeared to her under the form of a perfect
man. She said: | take refuge with God from you. He said: | am but
the messenger of thy Lord to give thee a pure Son. She said: How can
I have a son, for no man has touched me. I am virtuous. He said: Thus
hath God spoken. So she conceived.” This description follows
precisely the sense of the Gospel. The Angel is Gabriel to whom Islam
assigns an outstanding role in the religious history of mankind.

The Nativity is declared by the Koran to have taken place at the foot
of a palm tree. After it her people come to her and reproached her with
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having brought forth a child in sin, disgracing the family. She
indicated that they should speak to the Babe. They said: “How are
we to speak to that new-born child? But the Child said: | am the
servant of the Lord. He has given me the Book and made me a
prophet. He has made me blessed wherever | am. Peace is upon me
the day of my birth, of my death, and of my rising from the dead”
(K, 26-32). Let it be mentioned that the'word “peace” possesses the
strongest significance with the Moslems, being roughly equivalent to
“grace and blessing.”

Important Taxt

The text 33-34 of the Koran has strange words: “It is Jesus, Son
ofMary, whom they are discussing. It could not bepossible that God
would have a Son. Praise be to Him. When He decrees a thing, He
does butsay to it, Be, and it is.” No more significant passage than
that occurs in the Koran and we must dissect it. Islam denies divinity
to Christ, and yet this text appears to concede it. For it speaks of God
having a Son and then admits that with God nothing is impossible.
He has but to say the word and it is done 1The text makes it plain that
nothing else but a true Son — and therefore divine — is in question.

Another verse of the Koran (66-12) states: “Into her who has
preserved her virginity we will breathe our Spirit.” The Koran vehe-
mently defends the reputation of Mary, removing from her every
doubt and insisting that one of the principal reasons for the reproba-
tion of the Jews lay in their attitude towards her (4-155).

Satan did not know the time of the birth of Jesus. His suspicions
were aroused by the later miracles, the falling of idols, etc. Then Satan
attacked but Jesus was protected by millions of angels.

The Commentaries put into Elizabeth’s mouth: “1 feel him who is
in my womb bow down before Him who is in thine.”

The Koran is silent on the subject of St. Joseph. But not so Islamic
tradition which gives him as a companion to Mary — even in the
Temple. There is no suggestion that he was the father of Jesus. He
took Mary to Egypt, where they lived poorly. Mary was even obliged
to glean in the wheat fields.

A fanciful tale is told of her going to Rome with St. Peter and St.
John to preach to Nero. Peter was crucified, head down. Mary and
John fled, hotly pursued by the emissaries of Nero. The earth opened
and sheltered the holy fugitives, a prodigy which converted Nero |

According to the Islamic tradition Mary did not long survive the
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Ascension of her Son, dying six or seven years afterwards, at the age
of 51.

An Eventual Sequel?

Thus does the Koran tell of Jesus and Mary. | repeat what | have
already said: What are They there for at all? They dominate the
scene — not in point of the space given to Them, but by the sheer
dynamism of the facts which are set down about Them. Jesus and
Mary are transferred from the pages of the Gospel, and almost exactly
as we know Them. But in that new setting They are deprived of
function and even of meaning. What then are those gigantic figures
moving about in the Koran for?

Jesus and Mary cannot go any place without making their presence
felt. During the centuries many graces must have come to the indi-
vidual Moslem from reading and thinking about those holy Ones.
More than that, those Persons always tend to take possession. And
may not this be the eventual divine sequel to their strange
incorporation in the Islamic system?
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The Fatima Message

by Douglas Hyde

(Mr. Hyde, a former Communist leader In Great Britain, delivered an
address in Lisbon, Portugal on October 10,1951. This Is an excerpt
from that address.)

sone who was for twenty years a Communist Party member, and

| for many years a Communist writer, the Message of Fatima has
a very special and personal significance for me. I believe that message
can and will reach many who, like me, have wasted their years among
the Communists. | believe that the prayers for the conversion of Russia
and for individual Communists are already bearing fruit.

Could Not Attack Fatima

When | was news editor of the British Communist paper, The Daily
Worker, I wrote bitter pieces each day against those whom 1thought
were the enemies of Communism. I included among these all Catho-
lics, and so | frequently attacked the Catholic Church. From all over
Britain people would send me publications they wished me to
denounce.

One day | received a copy of a book called Our Lady o fFatima by
Monsignor Ryan. | was already coming under my first Catholic in-
fluences, and after looking at the book I decided that | would not
attack it, even though I was not ready to understand it or to admit even
the possibility of such supernatural manifestations (since | was still
an atheist).

I think that someone who had heard the Message of Fatima was per-
haps achieving more by their prayers for the conversion of Commun-
ists than they would ever have dared to hope.

To me Our Lady’s Message of Fatima is the only basis for a hope
and a belief that in time Communism, which today divides the world,
will be overcome, and that Russia will be converted. Without that
hope there is no hope today. Communism, triumphant, has in only
forty years swept over a quarter of the world’s land surface, bringing
under its domination more than a third of the human race.

21
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Because every approach by Christian nations to Russia is misrepre-
sented, and every attempt to bridge the gulf which cuts the modern
world in two is exploited to aid the Communist cause, there seems to
be no human means of avoiding a conflict which could all but
exterminate the human race.

Only the knowledge that through prayer and penance the way can
be found saves those of us who know the nature, strength, and dia-
bolical character of Communism from despair.

For Communism is diabolical. It is, perhaps, the most evil thing the
world has known. Men have done evil things before. Sin is not new.
But the Communists have made a science of such things and have pro-
duced a philosophy which tries to justify them.

A Spiritual Vacuum

This has only been possible because all over what was once Chris-
tendom are millions of men and women with no ideal, nothing to live
for and nothing to die for; no sense of purpose or direction; no belief
in anything outside themselves. Itis in that spiritual vacuum that Com-
munism has its origins.

To end the threat of Communism, the vacuum must be filled —
and that, as Our Lady proclaimed at Fatima, will be done only by the
prayers and penance of those who have the Faith. That message alone
guarantees the possibility of peace through the defeat of Communism
and the reconversion of Christendom.

In aword, our only hope for world peace is found in the Message
of Our Lady of Fatima.
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The Message
and Prophecies
of Fatima

(Words of Mary at Fatima)

(The actual prophecies of Fatima will be indicated in bold Italic type. Lucia's words,
where they appear, are in regular type. -Ed.)

May 13, 1917:

"Willyou offeryourselves to God, and bear all the sufferings He
sendsyou, in reparationfor all thesins by which He is offended, and
in supplication for the conversion ofsinners?”

“Yes, we will,” Lucia replied for them all.

"Go, then, foryou willhave much to suffer, but the grace of God
will comfortyou. ”

“While pronouncing these words,” Lucia later wrote, “Our Lady
opened her hands for the first time, shedding on us a light so intense
that, as it streamed from her hands, its rays penetrated our hearts and
the inmost depths of our souls, making us see ourselves in God, Who
was that Light, more clearly than we see ourselves in the best of
mirrors. Then by an interior impulse, also communicated to us, we
fell upon our knees, repeating in our hearts: ‘O Most Holy Trinity,
ladore Thee! My God, my God, | love Thee in the Most Blessed
Sacrament!””

“Pray the Rosary every day in order to obtain peacefor the world
and the end of the war. ”

June 13, 1917:

“What do you want of me?” Lucia asked of Mary.

"1 wantyou to come here on the 13th of next month, to pray the
Rosary every day, and to learn to read. Later | will tellyou what I
want.

23
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“lwould like to ask you to take us to Heaven, ’said Lucia after a few
moments.

"Yes, | will take Jacinta and Francisco soon. Butyou are to stay
here some time longer. Jesus wishes to make use o fyou to make me
known and loved. He wants to establish in the world devotion to my
Immaculate Heart. ”

“Am | to stay here alone?” Lucia asked sadly.

“No, my child. And would that makeyou suffer? Do not lose heart.
I will never leaveyou. My Immaculate Heart will beyour refuge and
the way that will leadyou to God. ”

July 13, 1917:

“What do you want of me?” Lucia asked Our Lady.

“l wantyou to come here on the 13th o f next month, to continue
to pray the Rosary every day in honor o fOur Lady in order to obtain
peacefor the world. .., because only she can obtain it. ”

“1 would like to ask you to tell us who you are, and to work a
miracle so that everybody will believe that you are appearing to us.”
“Continue to come here every month. In October, I will tellyou who
I am and what | want, and | willperform a miracle so that all may
believe. ”

The vision also instructed them: ““Sacrifice yourselvesfor sinners
and say often, especially whenyou make asacrifice: ‘O my Jesus, this
isfor love of You, for the conversion o fsinners and in reparationfor
the offenses committed against the Immaculate Heart o f Mary. *”

“As Our Lady spoke these last words,” Lucia later wrote, “she
opened her hands once more, as she had done during the two previous
months. The rays of light seemed to penetrate the earth, and we saw
as it were a sea of fire. Plunged in this fire were demons and souls in
human form, like transparent burning embers, all blackened or burn-
ished bronze, floating about in the conflagration, now raised into the
air by the flames that issued from within themselves together with
great clouds of smoke, now falling back on all sides, just as sparks
cascade from great fires, without weight or equilibrium, amid cries
of pain and despair which horrified us so that we trembled with fear.
(It must have been this sight which caused me to cry out, as the people
say that heard me exclaim aloud.)The demons could be distinguished
by their ... likeness to frightful animals, transparent as live coals. Ter-
rified and as if to plead for help, we looked up to Our Lady, who said
to us kindly but sadly:”
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““You have seen hell where the souls ofpoor sinners go. To save
them, God wishes to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate
Heart. 1f what | say to you is done, many souls will be saved and there
will be peace. The war willend. Butifpeople do not cease offending
God, anotherand more terrible war will break out during thepontifi-
cate of Pius X1. When you see a night lit up by an unknown light,
know that this is the great sign given you by God that He isabout to
punish the worldfor its crimes by means of war, hunger, andpersecu-
tion ofthe Church and the Holy Father. Toprevent this, Ishall come
to ask for the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart, and
the Communion ofreparation on thefirst Saturdays. | f my wishes are
fulfilled, Russia will be converted and there will be peace; if not, she
will spread her errors throughout the world, causing wars and persecu-
tions ofthe Church. Thegood will be martyred, the Holy Father will
have much to suffer, and several nations will be annihilated. Finally,
my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate
Russia to me and it will be converted, and a time of peace will be
conceded to the world. In Portugal the Dogma of Faith will always
bepreserved.... etc Do not tell this to anybody. You may tell it
to Francisco.

““Whenyou pray the Rosary, say after each mystery: ‘O my Jesus,
forgive us, save usfrom thefires of hell, lead all souls to heaven,
especially those who are most in need. ’”

August 13, 1917:

[On August 13, the children were kidnapped by the atheistic Admin-
istrator of the District of Ourem and were thus unable to keep their
appointed meeting with Our Lady. On August 15, Feast of the
Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven, the children were released by
this same Administrator after he had failed, despite countless ques-
tionings and the threat of being boiled alive in oil, to getany informa-
tion from the children concerning the “Secret.”]

“What do you want of me?”

‘7 wantyou to continue going to the Cova da Iria on the 13th, and
to continuepraying the Rosary every day. In the last month, I willper-
form a miracle so that all will believe. ”

“What do you want done with the money that the people leave in
the Cova da Iria?”

‘“Have two litters made. One isto becarried by you and Jacinta and
two other girls dressed in white; the other one is to be carried by Fran-
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cisco and three other boys. The moneyfrom the littersisfor the Feast
ofOur Lady ofthe Rosary, and what is left over will help to wards the
construction ofa chapel to be built here Pray, pray very much and
make sacrificesfor sinners; so many souls go to hell because they have
no one to pray and make sacrificesfor them.

September 13,1917:

““Continue to pray the Rosary in order to obtain the end o f the war.
In October, Our Lord will come, and also Our Lady of Dolors and
Our Lady of Carmel. Saint Joseph will appear with the Child Jesus
to bless the world. God ispleased with your sacrifices, ...1n October
I will perform a miracle so that all may believe. ”

October 13, 1917:

“What do you want of me?”

"1 want to tellyou that a chapel is to be built here in my honor. |
am the Lady ofthe Rosary. Continue always to pray the Rosary every
day— Do notoffend God OurLord any more, for He isalready too
much offended. ”

Our Lady then left the holm-oak tree on which she was resting and
ascended toward the sun. Opening her hands toward the sun, Our
Lady caused the clouds to pull away, revealing a disk, silver-pearlish
in color, which could be seen by the 100,000 witnesses without injuring
their eyes. The sun then began a whirling dance, first clockwise, then
counter-clockwise, while emitting all the colors of the rainbow. After
about ten minutes of this, the spinning ceased and the sun began to
fall headlong toward the crowd below. People began to panic and at-
tempt to flee in abject terror, but could not do so. Some confessed
their most private sins aloud, begging God to forgive them. Others
implored God to spare them; that they did not want to die. Then, just
as the sun looked as if it would plunge into the crowd (many of whom
had come to scoff at the predicted miracle), it returned to its normal
position in the sky and its usual brilliance. At this, a palpable wave
of relief and joy went through the crowd. Some shouted “miracle,
miracle!”; others thanked God and Our Lady for sparing them.
Others were converted instantly from unbelief to belief; still others
converted from atheism to belief in God and His power. While the
crowd saw the miracle of the sun, the children saw the promised
visions, as Lucia relates:
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“After Our Lady had disappeared into the immense distance of the
firmament, beside the sun we saw Saint Joseph with the Child Jesus,
and Our Lady robed in white with a blue mantle. Saint Joseph and
the Child Jesus seemed to bless the world, for they made the Sign of
the Cross with their hands. When, a little later, this apparition van-
ished, I saw Our Lord and Our Lady; it seemed to me that it was Our
Lady of Dolors. Our Lord appeared to bless the world in the same
manner as St. Joseph had done. This apparition also vanished, and
I saw Our Lady once more, this time as Our Lady of Mount Carmel.”
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Holy Mary Appears

toMoslems and Christians

y now almost the entire world knows of the apparitions at Fati-
ma, apparitions of holy Mary venerated alike by Moslems and

Christians and recognized in the Koran as the Woman with the highest

place in heaven.

Many do not know, however, that several hundred thousand per-
sons of all ages and ranks saw public apparitions of Our Lady in
Cairo, Egypt.

The apparitions began in 1968 over the dome of a Coptic church
in Zeitoun, a suburb of the capital of Egypt.

“ Great Significance™’

Sometimes Mary appeared alone and sometimes with the Infant Je-
sus on Her arm or with the Child Jesus standing at Her side.

After exhaustive investigation, the authorities of the Coptic Ortho-
dox Church pronounced the apparitions aufhentic, and they were also
recognized as such by the Catholic community in Cairo.

In his book about these apparitions, Father Jerome Palmer, O.S.B.,
says: “One must conclude that these apparitions constitute no minor
eventin the history of apparitions, but rather that they have some great
significance for our day.”

The first apparition took place during the night of April 2-3, 1968,
when two mechanics working in a garage across the street from the
Church of St. Mary (at the intersection of Tomanbey Street and Khalil
Lane) saw what seemed to them to be a woman dressed in white stand-
ing on top of the large dome at the center of the church. At first they
thought it was someone about to leap and one of the workmen hurried
to get the pastor while the other summoned the emergency squad.

The pastor was the first to realize that it was an apparition and since
that night, hundreds of apparitions were seen and hundreds of thou-
sands of persons, as mentioned above, saw them.

Usually the apparitions were preceded by mysterious lights which
were described by spectators as “‘acircle of bright lights” or ““falling
stars ” or “a shower of diamonds of light.” A brilliant crown of light

28
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has been seen over the figure of Our Lady, giving her the appearance
not only of a celestial person, but also of a royal one.

Also bird-like creatures resembling doves but larger even than doves
or pigeons, seemed to glide before and around the apparitions.

These could hardly be any natural birds because pigeons or doves
do not fly at night. And they seem to glide without ever moving their
wings, and move much too rapidly for the ordinary flight of a bird.

And of course it is known that doves have often been associated
with Our Lady of Fatima. They have been known to fly to the base
of her image and to remain there during processions, refusing to be
frightened away. Many articles and some books have been written
about these “miracles of the doves” associated with Our Lady of
Fatima.

To Rebuild Faith

During these many apparitions, Mary did not stand motionless, but
bowed and greeted the people in silence, moving her arms in greeting,
and sometimes holding out an olive branch to the people.

She has also appeared with St. Joseph and the Christ Child (of
about the age of twelve).

During 1968 and 1969, the apparitions were seen on an average of
three nights a week.

Bishop Samuel, who had become a Coptic monk at the age of 29,
said: “These are days when the faith of the world is shaking, and these
apparitions are for all mankind, since belief in spiritual powers these
days is weak. God is trying by all means, by all means of
manifestations to help mankind to build up faith again.”

Bishop Athanasius of Beni-Soueiff was sent personally by His Holi-
ness Pope Kyrillos VI to make a detailed report on the apparitions.
The Bishop reports: ““The first thing we saw when we got to Zeitoun,
about 11 p.m., was something in the opening under the northeast
dome It lasted for twenty minutes then disappeared.. .at dawn
some of those who had come with me came running from the northern
street along the church and said: ‘The Lady is over the middle
dome.”.. .Suddenly there she was, standing in full figure. The crowd
was tremendous. It was too difficult to move among the people. But
I tried to work my way in front of the figure. There she was, five or
six meters above the dome... full figure, like a phosphorus statue but
not so stiff as a statue. There was movement of the body and of the
clothing. It was very difficult for me to stand all the time before the
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figure as the human waves were pushing me from all sides. One would
estimate the crowd at 100,000. In an hour or so | think | stood before
the figure eight or nine times— her garments swayed in the wind, she
was very quiet, full of glory. It was something really supernatural,
very, very heavenly.

“1 saw a large strange pigeon. It came from behind us—I don’t
know where—proceeded to the church and returned. Several bright
spotlights moved quickly over us. Some people were reciting verses
from the Koran— It was something really above human experience
that attracted and captivated us.

“1 stood there and tried to distinguish the face and features. | can
say there was something about the eyes and mouth I could see, but
I could not make out the features Christians and non-Christians
reported that what they saw in Zeitoun brought them back to faith
in God.”

*“To Honor St. Mary...”

The Coptic Bishop Gregorius, Prelate for Higher Studies, Coptic
Culture, and Scientific Research, reports: “The events have no equal
in the past, in the East or in the West. St. Mary has appeared in many
different forms since April 2, 1968  The most glorious apparitions
took place between April 27 and May 15.

“Before the apparitions took place some birds that look like
pigeons—I don’t know what they are—have appeared in different
formations Everyone watches to see where they come from. They
might be seen flying eastward, then wheeling about flying to the west,
and while one watches them, they suddenly disappear.”

The Bishop went on to say that on June 9, the birthday of Our Lady
in the Coptic calendar, he was determined to watch the visions in a
special way. He said the “pigeons” were very bright, did not flap their
wings, appeared in a flash and disappeared in the same way. He adds:
“They are radiating creatures, larger in size than a dove or a pigeon.
Sometimes as one of them flies lower, it gets larger and larger. People
realize these are not pigeons. They are there to honor St. Mary 7

This Bishop also said that he saw no less than ten different forms
of the apparition and at times She had a sorrowful expression. He said
the expression which impressed him the most occurred on June 1,
Feast of the Flight of the Holy Family into Egypt. It was about nine
or nine-thirty at night. He says: “ .. .as usual the people shouted to
her. She usually acknowledges their greetings with both hands, or with
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one, if she should be holding the olive branch or the Christ Child. She
looks somewhat happy and smiling, but somewhat sad, always
kindly.” He said that during this night She came and went several
times between 10p.m. and 3:30a.m. at about ten minute intervals and
although She was “very bright,” the light did not hurt his eyes.

As was mentioned earler, literally thousands of witnesses (many
from other parts of the world) had seen exactly the same thing and
described it in exactly the same way.

All-Night Vigil

Itis interesting that at this very time of the apparitions in Zeitoun,
the All-Night Vigils of reparation, inspired by the apparitions at
Fatima, were spreading in the western world. Indeed it was just three
years earlier (1965) that the first major All-Night Vigil sponsored by
the World Apostolate of Fatima took place at the Vatican Pavilion
at the New York World’s Fair, in the presence of the famous Russian
Icon of Kazan. The Bishop of Fatima participated and the Hon. Hen-
rietta Bower, the founder of the All-Night Vigil movement, had come
from England for the occasion.

And the apparitions over the church in Zeitoun began to develop
into All-Night Vigils of prayer, in which Moslems and Christians
shared. The people would arrive at about six in the evening and stay
until six in the morning, never knowing exactly when the apparitions
would come, but always in a constant state of prayer and, despite dif-
ferences of religions, of a feeling of union in the love of God. An
engineer of the Mobil Oil Company, Mr. Wadie Tadros Shumbo, a
Protestant, says: “lwentto Zeitoun many times. For about two weeks
I went everyday from about six in the evening and stayed until six in
the morning.” During all this time he would have a feeling that
something was about to happen, and he described one of the appari-
tions: “A thin line, or edge of light, appeared, like the light you see
when you open the door to a lighted room. Within seconds it formed
itself into the shape of the Virgin. I could not speak. All who were with
me said, ‘It is impossible!’

“The Moslems all started to cry. This sight lasted for five minutes,
when the figure rose and vanished.”

Then after some time the apparition returned again for five minutes.
Then he says: “When | returned to the car for something I found it
impossible to get back to the church because of the crowd. I could hear
the people shouting. Above the center dome | saw Mary in full body,
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standing before the cross. | cannot describe what | felt. There were
some pigeons, six or seven of them, over the church.”

In his book Our Lady Returns to Egypt (published in 1969), Bene-
dictine Father Jerome Palmer records many miraculous cures which
took place at Zeitoun, many of which were corroborated through
canonical investigations.

Message of Peace

Almost all who have commented on these extraordinary events in
Zeitoun, and accepting them as heavenly events, seem to agree that
not only were these apparitions intended to bring a renewal of faith...
as in the apparitions of Fatima... but also of prayer for peace.

In the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima to a lay catechist in Nica-
ragua in 1981, Our Lady told him: “Make peace where you are. Do
not pray for peace, unless you first make peace yourself.” And she
indicated the need for making peace in our own families, in our own
villages, in our own communities.

Of course in the presence of this extraordinary apparition, all were
united in the same reality in which they were beholding and
experiencing together.

There is of course a very great similarity between the apparitions
at Zeitoun and the apparitions at Fatima.

The children of Fatima described Our Lady as “all in light,” as
“brighter than the sun.”

Indeed, what surprised them most when the apparition first ap-
peared was that Our Lady was so brilliant, and yet they could look
upon Her without blinking their eyes... which is exactly whatso many
witnesses at Zeitoun also experienced.

Also at Fatima, Our Lady appeared with St. Joseph and the Child
Jesus during the Miracle of the Sun, and in subsequent years, there
have been many occasions when doves have flown from the sky to
images of Our Lady as was mentioned above.

However, certainly the apparition comes not only to increase faith,
but also because of the threat of destruction which hangs over the
present world and to which our nationalistic and religious visions are
driving us.

At Fatima Our Lady called for a return to God. Her message was
summarized in these last words: “Men must cease offending God,
Who is already so much offended.”



HOLY MARY APPEARS 33

Echoed by Mohammed

And she said that if they did not, militant atheism would spread its
error from Russia throughout the entire world, “fomenting further
wars,.. .several entire nations will be annihilated.”

And this possibility of a world catastrophe is something which
comes not only from Our Lady of Fatima, but also from Moslem
sources. Mohammed warns graphically against the trials and tribula-
tions of our present age. We read in the concluding verses of Chapter
XVl of the Koran:

“ All praise belongs to Allah who has sent down the Book to
His servant and has not put therein any deviation; He has made
ita guardian, that it may give warning of a grievous chastisement
from Him, and that it may give those who believe and act right-
eously the glad tidings that they shall have a good reward
wherein they shall abide forever So haply thou wilt grieve
thyself to death for sorrow after them if they believe not in the
discourse. Verily We have made all that is on the earth as an
adornment for it, and We shall make all that is thereon a barren
waste” (XVIII, 2-9).

Father Palmer points out that this “grievous chastisement” might
arrive in two stages:

“Watch thou for the day when the sky will bring forth a visible
smoke that will envelope the people. This will be a painful tor-
ment. Then will the people cry: ‘Lord, remove from us the tor-
ment; truly we are believers—

“We shall remove the torment for a little while, but you will
certainly revert to your evil courses. On the day when We shall
seize you with a great seizure, then certainly We shall exact
retribution” (Koran, XLIV, 11-13, 16-17).

In the face of the militant atheism spreading through the world
“fomenting wars,” either we shall unite in faith or we shall perish.
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standing before the cross. | cannot describe what | felt. There were
some pigeons, six or seven of them, over the church.”

In his book Our Lady Returns to Egypt (published in 1969), Bene-
dictine Father Jerome Palmer records many miraculous cures which
took place at Zeitoun, many of which were corroborated through
canonical investigations.

Message of Peace

Almost all who have commented on these extraordinary events in
Zeitoun, and accepting them as heavenly events, seem to agree that
not only were these apparitions intended to bring a renewal of faith...
as in the apparitions of Fatima.. .but also of prayer for peace.

In the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima to a lay catechistin Nica-
ragua in 1981, Our Lady told him: “Make peace where you are. Do
not pray for peace, unless you first make peace yourself.” And she
indicated the need for making peace in our own families, in our own
villages, in our own communities.

Of course in the presence of this extraordinary apparition, all were
united in the same reality in which they were beholding and
experiencing together.

There is of course a very great similarity between the apparitions
at Zeitoun and the apparitions at Fatima.

The children of Fatima described Our Lady as “all in light,” as
“brighter than the sun.”

Indeed, what surprised them most when the apparition first ap-
peared was that Our Lady was so brilliant, and yet they could look
upon Her without blinking their eyes... which is exactly whatso many
witnesses at Zeitoun also experienced.

Also at Fatima, Our Lady appeared with St. Joseph and the Child
Jesus during the Miracle of the Sun, and in subsequent years, there
have been many occasions when doves have flown from the sky to
images of Our Lady as was mentioned above.

However, certainly the apparition comes not only to increase faith,
but also because of the threat of destruction which hangs over the
present world and to which our nationalistic and religious visions are
driving us.

At Fatima Our Lady called for a return to God. Her message was
summarized in these last words: “Men must cease offending God,
Who is already so much offended.”
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Echoed by Mohammed

And she said that if they did not, militant atheism would spread its
error from Russia throughout the entire world, “fomenting further
wars,.. .several entire nations will be annihilated.”

And this possibility of a world catastrophe is something which
comes not only from Our Lady of Fatima, but also from Moslem
sources. Mohammed warns graphically against the trials and tribula-
tions of our present age. We read in the concluding verses of Chapter
XVIII of the Koran:

“All praise belongs to Allah who has sent down the Book to
His servant and has not put therein any deviation; He has made
ita guardian, that it may give warning of a grievous chastisement
from Him, and that it may give those who believe and act right-
eously the glad tidings that they shall have a good reward
wherein they shall abide forever So haply thou wilt grieve
thyself to death for sorrow after them if they believe not in the
discourse. Verily We have made all that is on the earth as an
adornment for it, and We shall make all that is thereon a barren
waste” (XVIII, 2-9).

Father Palmer points out that this “grievous chastisement” might
arrive in two stages:

“Watch thou for the day when the sky will bring forth a visible
smoke that will envelope the people. This will be a painful tor-
ment. Then will the people cry: ‘Lord, remove from us the tor-
ment; truly we are believers ’

“We shall remove the torment for a little while, but you will
certainly revert to your evil courses. On the day when We shall
seize you with a great seizure, then certainly We shall exact
retribution” (Koran, XLIV, 11-13, 16-17).

In the face of the militant atheism spreading through the world
“fomenting wars,” either we shall unite in faith or we shall perish.
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Conclusion

here is some repetition in the articles by Frank Duff and Gian-
carlo Finazzo (as well as in our own introduction to this little
book).

However, it will certainly be amazing to many Christians to know
that the descendants of Mohammed, through his daughter Fatima,
have so much in common with them.

We must conclude with Frank Duff that “she seems to represent
common ground capable of fruitful development both in the orders
of grace and psychology.”

We can go perhaps a step further and agree with Archbishop Sheen
that it was not by accident that the Mother of Christ chose to be known
in our day, with Her message to save the world from atomic destruc-
tion, as “Our Lady of Fatima.”

We face a great problem in reaching out to the Islamic world be-
cause of their fear that we are trying to convert them, as we face a
problem when they reach out to us with indeed the intention of
conversion.

But reach out we must.

We have much to gain for each other — and much to gain for the
generations to come — “An era of peace to mankind,” promised by
Our Lady of Fatima.

In summary, let us recall:

It Is Written About Our Lady in the Koran:
1. Mary, Mother of Christ, has highestplace of any in heaven;
2. Ever virgin;
3. Sinless... conceived immaculate;
4. Allwho believe in the one true God must love one another.

Allah sent an Angelin 1916

This angel, appearing to the three children (Francisco, Jacinta,
Lucia) at Fatima, Portugal,

1. Prostrated before God;

34
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2. Taughtaprayer: “ ... ladore Thee,... | beg the conversion
of poor sinners”;
3. Prepared for another messenger:

Her name is “of Fatima”

1. Explanation of the name:

The apparition was of the Mother of Christ, who chose
to come to a place known as “Fatima” in 1917, and who
is known throughout the world as “‘Our Lady of Fatima.”’

2. Performed a great miracle:

She said: “A miracle will take place at this spot at noon
on October 13,1917, so that all may believe.” At that hour
over 100,000 people witnessed a spectacular miracle which
caused everyone within an area of thirty-two square miles
to think that it was the end of the world. This miracle was
examined by various commissions of theologians and scien-
tists and was affirmed to be truly a miracle, something that
could not be explained in any natural way.

3. Prophecies:

Our Lady of Fatima foretold the rise of atheistic Com-
munism and that it would spread “throughout the world,
fomenting further wars,” and that even “several nations”
would be “annihilated” unless men turn to God.

THIS WE ALL BELIEVE

* Mohammedans:
* Christians:
* Jews:

1. There is one true God.

2. We must honor Him by
a) Adoration;
b) Contrition;
¢) Thanksgiving.
3. We must obey Him by
a) Adoring no other(s);
b) Keeping holy His Day;
c) Honoring father and mother;
d) Thou shall not kill;
e) Thou shalt not commit adultery;
f) Thou shalt not steal.
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THK MESSAGE OF FATIMA
AFFIRMS:

Adore God;

Keep His Commandments;
Be sorryfor sin;

4. Make atonementfor sin:

By accepting whatever God may send us...and offering the
consequentsacrifice for conversion o fsinners and to repairfor sins
of ourfellowman.

WN

AND IF WE DO THIS

THERE WILL BE “AN ERA OF PEACE FOR MANKIND".
IF WE DO NOT DO THIS
“several entire nations
will be annihilated. ”
Remember — IT IS WRITTEN:

There is ONE GOD. All who believe in the one true God MUST BE
ONE in HIS SERVICE and HIS LOVE.

Let us ALL obey His word given and affirmed to us in THE MIR-
ACLE OF FATIMA so that “all may believe”” — as do most Christians
of the world who want to join you in this universal message to turn
back the annihilation of nations and the tide of evil threatening to
engulf all mankind.

Let all of us who believe in God pray together now as brothers in
order to make possible the promise of “an era of peace for mankind.”

There is no other way.
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bove is the symbol of an international apostolate ofprayerfor
Ipeace known as the World Apostolate of Fatima.

While the Hand of Fatima is a symbol of grace for millions of
Mohammedans, all recognize in the symbol of the Fatima Apostolate
that the true source of grace and peace is handsjoined in prayer.

The Latin words in the inner band mean “One World Praying” ox
“One World in Prayer.”

Despite the different ways we may look at God, there is only one
way to pray to Him. And it is a sin to lift our hands to God and yet
turn them against our brothers.

This symbol of the World Apostolate of Fatima, “Orbis Unus
Orans,” reminds us all that those who pray to the One God should
be onein spirit, with respect to each other’sviews, and honoring one
another as basically one in the recognition of God, our Creator, our
Father, our Eternal Reward.

The International Center of this World Apostolate of Fatima is
Domus Pads, with an address of 2496 Fatima, Portugal.

It is pictured on the next page. Its doors are open to you.

If you cannot come in person to this holy place, where Our Lady
of Fatima appeared in our time foretelling the annihilation of nations
if man did not turn to God, you may write.

We ask you to join in prayer with, and for, us.

May the open hand ofFatima be a symbol of grace for us all.

And by our united prayer, may we speed the day promised at Fati-
ma, Portugal: "An era ofpeace to mankind. ”



ictured above isthe International Center of the World Apostolate

of Fatima, located at Fatima, Portugal, just a short distance
from where Jacinta and Francisco Marto and their cousin Lucia dos
Santos were favored by God in 1917 with six apparitions of the Virgin
Mary.

It was at Fatima that the Virgin Mary predicted that from Russia
“error” would spread “throughout the entire world, causing wars and
persecutions ” The Virgin also warned of another and more
terrible war (Second World War) to follow the First World W ar if men
still did not amend their lives and return to God. This second and more
terrible war would bring with it famine and martyrdom of the good.
(This still continues today as our Moslem brothers are dying in
Afghanistan and elsewhere, because men have turned away from
God.) The ultimate penalty, according to the Virgin, for refusing to
turn back to God in repentance would be the annihilation of “ several
entire nations.”

W hether men reformed or nations were annihilated through nuclear
war, the Virgin promised that Her Immaculate Heart would finally
triumph and an era of peace would be granted to all mankind. This
action would come if “the Holy Father” (the Successor of St. Peter)
would consecrate Russia to Her Immaculate Heart. And on May 13,
1982, Pope John Paul Il, in spiritual union with his brother bishops
of the Christian Catholic Church, solemnly consecrated the entire
world and Russia to the Immaculate Heart of the Virgin Mary at
Fatima before a crowd of over a million persons.

The Virgin Mary to and through whom the Pope made the
Consecration is the same Virgin Mary of which the holy Koran speaks
as being both conceived and born free of stain of sin. And itisthe same
Mary of which the Koran speaks who appeared at Fatima, Portugal,
inour own day with a message from Allah of prayer and penance for
peace and for a return of men to Him. The more than twenty-million
members of the World Apostolate of Fatima in over one- hundred na-
tions of the world invite you to join with them in prayer for peace and
for areturn of men to faith in God.



elen Carrere D’Encausse, Professor at the Institute of Political

Sciences in Paris, and head of the section on the USSR in the
Center of International Relations of the University of Paris, is recog-
nized as a world authority on the Soviet Union.

In a recent book Decline ofan Empire, she says that today Russia
is far from being the great monolithic state we are apt to consider the
Soviet Union to be (and as Moscow wants us to believe).

She says that the twoforces which have most resisted Communism
are Christianity and Mohammedanism.

The entire eighth chapter of her book is devoted to “Homo Islami-
cus in Soviet Society. ” She says:

“ All things considered, Catholicism in Lithuania and Islam in the
southern borderlands find themselves in a highly similar position.
Both religions are bound up with a history of the peoples in ques-
tion ... Religion has helped the Lithuanians to survive better than
their Estonian and Latvian neighbors; it has unified their aspirations
and brought them together....”

“For reasons of foreign policy, the Kremlin must reckon with the
Moslems, deal with them, and ultimately make use of them ... Islam,
besides the fact that it unifies a total community (which is all the more
alarming because ofits solidarity with the rest ofthe Moslem world,
apart ofwhich borders on the USSR), has fashioned a society whose
behavior patterns and values are very different from those of the
Soviet society.”
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ne of the most beautiful and eloquent passages
found in the Koran speaks about Mary:

Mary, God has chosen
thee, and purified thee;
He has chosen thee
above all women.

Mary, be obedient to
thy Lord, prostrating
and bowing before Him...

Mary, God gives thee good
tidings of a Lord from Him
Whose name is Messiah,
Jesus, Son of Mary;

high honored shall he be

in this world and the next
near stationed to God.

He shall speak to men

in the cradle, and of age,
and righteous he shall be.

“Lord,” said Mary,

“how shall | have a son

seeing no mortal has touched me?”
“Even so,” God said, “God w
creates what He will. 3
When He decrees a thing €
He does but say to it M
‘be,”and it is.” (3:42-47) 1
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