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Why This Book? 
Why GO? 

Where?



The Pope says it all!
Places o f  pilgrimage, statues, and pilgrimages are all 

means which the Church and popular piety offer us so 
that, with their help, we can deepen our own personal 
spiritual lives our prayer and union with G od and the 
saints, and make our daily Christian witness fru itfu l.

Fatima (like some other great Marian shrines) is made 
more holy by the apparitions o f  G o d ’s Mother, through 
which she herself chose this place fo r  her sanctuary. 
Here she is especially do se  to the desires and needs of 
people, and approaches G od’s throne with her power
ful intercession on behalf of all those who turn to her 
in a fa ith filled  and trusting visit to this special place o f  
graces. At the same time Mary addresses her “ Message 
of Fatim a” to all pilgrims, her urgent invitation to 
penance and conversion, and to ceaseless prayer for the 
conversion of sinners and the world, which today more 
than ever is in need of G od’s mercy and forgiveness.

Do not let this pilgrimage to Fatima be a passing 
event, which ends with your return home. Rather, make 
this pilgrimage a new beginning fo r  your spiritual life. 
Continue what you began again in Fatima in your per
sonal, family, and social life. Continue your interior 
prayer to the Mother of God, asking for the grace of 
penance and conversion for yourselves, and for all peo
ple and nations.

— P o p e  J o h n  P au l  II 
A d d re ss  to  G e rm a n  P ilg r im age  to  F a t im a  in special a u 
d ience ,  M ay 3, 1986 (O sse rv a to re  R o m a n o ) .
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Above: Pope Jo h n  Paul II  at Fatima.

“ It has been my custom to make 
pilgrimages to Shrines o f  Our Lady, 
starting with my earliest youth. I know 
very well that every people, every coun
try has its holy places: Places of special 
encounter between God and human be
ings; places in which Christ dwells in a 
special way in our midst. If these places 
are so often dedicated to His Mother, 
it reveals all the more fully to us the 
nature o f  His Church.

— Pope John Paul II
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Chapter 1 
Why This Book?

Now, past seventy, and anxiously considering what there 
is of greatest importance which might require furher effort 
on my part, I asked myself:

1. Do the dozen books I have written say all that I have 
felt was im portant?

2. Am I satisfied with the structure of the W orld Apos- 
olate o f  Fatim a, will it endure and grow?

Perhaps a synthesis is needed to tie together my most 
im portant books on the M orning O ffering, the Rosary, 
the Scapular, the E ucharist. . .  to show more clearly that 
these ‘‘devotions o f  the Two H earts” provide a fo rm u la  
o f  holiness.

The books say much, but many people do not read. And 
even then, only the Holy Spirit can enable those who do 
read to understand.

So I ask : Is there not some other single device or prac
tice which might serve to instruct and inspire the apostles 
o f  the fu tu re?

A nd it appears to  me that there is one.
There is something which in ju s t one or two weeks can 

transform  an average person into an ardent apostle, as 
happened to St. Francis de Sales, St. Ignatius Loyola and 
so m any others.

T hat something is a Pilgrimage to  places o f  “ special 
contact with H eaven”  to  experience the divine reality in 
a personal way.

Our Lady said, for example, that those who would come 
before the altar at the R ue du Bac in Paris would have 
graces pouredforth  upon them . . .  there where She showed 
H erself as M ediatrix o f Grace.

But while O ur Lady m ade this prom ise to  those who 
“ come to the foot of this altar,” the same is also true about
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so many other places where Our Lady has appeared, where 
She continues to manifest herself in a special way to those 
who make the sacrifice of “coming” to visit their Mother.

What can equal the personal experience of the Holy 
House o f Nazareth? It is now enshrined in a great Bas
ilica on the Adriatic coast, over one of whose doors a Pope 
inscribed the words: “Tremble all ye who enter here, this 
is the holiest place on earth.”

To what can we compare the personal experience of  
touching the rock of Lourdes, or the personal encounter 
with saints in the places where they lived, worked and are 
buried. . .  sometimes where their incorrupt bodies still speak 
to us with miraculous realism?

Yes, a pilgrimage requires travel. .  .e ffo r t.. .money.
But most of us today do all three just for a two week 

summer vacation. And a Pilgrimage can be the greatest 
vacation of all!

Who Would Do It?
It is not a question of visiting any Shrine, and certainly 

not a question of a “ haphazard” meandering from one 
Shrine to the other.

Our Lady Herself has set a pattern of intervention, of 
“ visitation” to our modern world. It began in Paris in 
1830, reaching a climax at Fatima, and continuing now 
in many other parts of the world.

After more than thirty years of experiencing the won
derful fruits of Pilgrimages, I decided to take time out 
to write this book about it, to plan a comprehensive 
Pilgrimage.

One o f the reasons I decided to make this effort is be
cause o f a particular “ wonder” which impressed upon 
me the joy which Our Lady seemed to take in the sacrifices 
people make to come to Her Shrines.

Of course there are many other reasons why I decided 
to take time out from everything else to write a book about 
the ‘ ‘Great Ave Maria Pilgrimage’ ’ and to dedicate what
ever time was necessary in order to make this nonprofit, 
low-cost Pilgrimage available to as many as possible. There 
have been the many wondrous signs of God’s favor 
personally experienced on pilgrimages over a period of 
more than thirty years . And I pray that many others will
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have similar experiences which may deeply affect their 
lives. . .  and through them invigorate the Apostolate until 
all the world echoes with the salutation of the Archangel: 
A ve Maria!

Throughout this book we speak o f the Shrines as “spe
cial places of contact with Heaven.” Perhaps Solomon 
best describes what we mean in the 8th chapter of Kings.

The Ark of the Covenant had just been solemnly trans
ported from Mt. Sion to the new temple where God now 
manifested His Presence by a cloud.

“ Is it then to be thought, ’ ’ the great and wise Solomon 
exclaimed, “ that God should indeed dwell upon earth? 
For if heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
Thee, how much less this house which I have built!” 

Solomon then proclaimed that the cloud of God’s Pre
sence symbolized the fact THAT HERE IN A SPECIAL 
WAY GOD HEARD PRAYERS. . .  “That Thou mayest 
hearken to the supplication of Thy servant. . .  Whatsoever 
they shall pray for in this place, and hear them in the place 
of Thy dwelling in Heaven.”

Today we have the true and real presence of Jesus in 
the Eucharist in our local churches. But still there are special 
places to which we can apply the words of Solomon:

“Here in a special way God hears prayers.”
And perhaps even more, we might add: Places where 

in a special way we experience the Divine Reality.
For this reason the Ave Maria Tours were founded. For 

this reason the airline, Skystar International, was form
ed. And finally, for the same reason, I have written this 
book which covers most of the major shrines. . .  all of which 
are now available at low cost to anyone who wishes to go 
on the “ great Ave Maria Pilgrimage.”

So when you read this book you are not reading about 
remote places which you may never hope to visit. You are 
not reading about places of which you might only dream. 
The non-profit Ave Maria pilgrimage puts it all within 
your range!

Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation 
for the Doctrine o f the Faith, says: “ One o f the signs o f 
our times is the announcement of Marian apparitions 
multiplying all over the world. For example, reports are 
arriving from Africa and from other continents at the
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section o f  the congregation that is competent to deal with 
such repo rts .”

Towards the end o f the book we speak o f the appari
tions in Africa, and also o f G arabandal, M edjugorje and 
o ther current apparitions.

I believe with all my heart in the title o f this book: GO! 
YOUR M O TH ER IS CALLING!

Cardinal Ratzinger.
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Chapter 2 
A New Idea

The first Ave M aria Tour began in a very unusual way 
thirty-tw o years ago with a tragic accident.

The late Msgr. Harold Colgan and I had started the Blue 
Army as an international organization in 1950. We wanted 
a representative group from  the United States for the 
blessing o f the cornerstone for our international Center 
at Fatim a.

Since Fatim a was little known at that time we planned 
a pilgrimage to include Pompeii, Rome, Loreto (the Holy 
House of Nazereth), LaSalette, Paray-le-M onial, Nevers 
(St. Bernadette), Lourdes, Paris, among others. We called 
it the “ G reat M arian T o u r’’ o f  the M arian Year, 1954.

To our disappointment, the best cost-price we could ob
tain from  a principal travel agency (American Express) 
was almost $3,000. We felt reasonably sure most of our peo
ple could not afford so much money (quite a fortune back 
in 1954!).

I happened to know that in Rome the Jesuits had a full
time office for handling travel arrangem ents for Jesuits 
all over the world (including 5,000 missionaries). So I wrote 
and asked the Brother in charge if he could arrange an in
expensive trip to all our Shrines on an “ at cost”  basis. 
We did not want to make any money. We were doing this 
solely to get people to  O ur L ady’s Shrines and especially 
to  Fatim a for the blessing o f the cornerstone of the Blue 
Arm y International Center.

The Jesuit Brother in charge o f the office agreed and 
his agent set up the entire tour for less than  $1,000!

Our Blue Army members were delighted. One-hundred- 
and-twenty-five signed up!

We collected the money and sent it to  Rom e, down to 
the last penny.
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And something incredibly tragic happened!
Two weeks before we were to leave New York, the agent 

who had arranged the tour was killed in an automobile acci
dent. All the information about the trip (and all the money) 
was locked in his safe which was promptly sealed by the po
lice pending settlement of his estate!

What were we to do? Where would we get buses and 
hotels when we did not even have the hotel list?

The solution to this problem affected my life to a great 
extent. . .  and the lives of many thousands of others who 
have subsequently taken the now famous “Ave Maria 
Tours.”

Fortunately, I spoke the languages of each o f the coun
tries we were going to visit. So a few days before the tour, 
I arrived at each place to deal with hotels, restaurants and 
guides “ on the spot.”

When the trip was over, not only had all the expenses 
been covered for a most successful trip, but we got the 
money from Rome and there was about $2,000 left over.

The “ Special Effect”
That extraordinary tour in 1954 ended at Fatima for 

the blessing of the cornerstone with a truly enthusiastic 
group of pilgrims. I asked each one at the end if they had 
been satisfied. Not only was there not one serious complaint 
from the entire group, but all said it was far beyond what 
they ever could have hoped for at the price that was paid.

But the greatest success of the trip was what I had hoped 
most: Those 125 pilgrims were so struck by the wonder 
and reality o f Fatima that many came home to become 
our most outstanding apostles to spread the Message o f  
Fatima in the United States!

We had blessed the cornerstone for the House without 
having money for the construction o f the building, but 
it went up steadily, month after month, and everyday the 
necessary money to pay the bills was there. It was the first 
major pilgrimage center to be built at Fatima and is, to 
this day, one of the most preferred places for pilgrims to 
stay at that holy place.

Thirty-Two Years Later
Back in the 1950’s and early 1960’s the value of the dollar



was so high that one could travel in Europe inexpensively.
We continued to have these great “Ave Maria Tours.” 

But then the currencies of the world began to level off and 
it became as expensive to travel in Europe as in America, 
sometimes even more expensive.

Little by little the “big” pilgrimages to most of the great 
shrines went beyond the capacity of most pocketbooks. 
Only a visit to a few selected shrines could be afforded 
by the average person.

Then in the late 1970’s we began to use a special aircraft 
for the World Peace Flights. It was suggested that we should 
obtain our own plane for the peace flights and use it “in be
tween” for low-cost pilgrimages.

This made possible a one-week trip to Fatima for about 
$500. ..  using the special plane and using the Blue Army 
House at Fatima “ at cost.”

Many took advantage o f this. But only a few felt at
tracted to go only to Fatima. If they were crossing the 
ocean, why could they not also go to Lourdes? Why 
couldn’t they go to Rome to see the Holy Father?

So we began to schedule the plane for Fatima, Lourdes 
and Rome. The flights were filled. Over 15,000 went in 
a single year.

This was still a far cry from the great Ave Maria Tours 
of the past. . .  but at least we were getting people to the 
three most important destinations.

Then again something very unexpected happened 
(almost like that automobile accident back in 1954).

Terrorists exploded a bomb in the Leonardo da Vinci 
airport in Rome. Other terrorist incidents took place at 
other important airports, aimed directly at Americans due 
to U.S. support o f the state of Israel. (Most of the ter
rorists were Arabs trained in Syria or Libya, according 
to the reports.) Suddenly many of our flights in 1986 had 
to be cancelled. We even considered closing the office. 
And here it is important to explain another great concern:

With “ our plane” we had been able to take people in
expensively to Fatima, Lourdes and Rome. These were 
indeed three very important destinations, as mentioned 
above. But we had always regretted that in going to the 
airports nearest to Fatima, Lourdes and Rome we could 
not get our people to other great shrines like Loreto, the
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Shrine o f  the Holy H ouse o f  N azareth, now enshrined 
on the Adriatic Coast o f Italy. And what about Pontevedra 
and Santiago in S p a in . . .  LaSalette and Rue du Bac in 
France?

It used to be that we could afford to travel a whole month 
in Europe to visit these places. Now a m onth in Europe, 
at a cost of $60 to $ 100 a day, was too long for most people 
to  afford .

Now on the heels o f the terrorism at some major airports, 
we asked a question which seemed inspired:

Since we had our own aircraft, could we not f in d  airports 
completely out o f  the path o f  terrorism, and yet sufficiently 
central to  visit not only Fatim a, Lourdes and Rome but 
also m ost o f  the other great shrines?

More than 30 years of “ Ave Maria Tour” experience (in
cluding the recent operation  o f  our own aircraft) made 
it possible for us to come up with the idea o f  using airports 
which will probably revolutionize pilgrimages fa r  into the 
future. It will now be possible to visit almost all those shrines 
we visited in 1954, and at “ approximately the same price 
as paid in 1954.”

It may seem presumptuous o f me to believe that this pil
grimage idea was actually an inspiration from  O ur Lady. 
Yet that is indeed what I th ink. Shortly before, as m en
tioned in the previous chapter, I had been wondering how 
to best allocate the remaining good years o f my life (since 
they would necessarily be few).

I had reviewed all o f the m ajor projects o f  the m o
ment . . .  a new m ajor motion picture film we had just pro
duced in Hollywood, completion of our building programs 
in the United States and Fatima, development o f the Inter
national Secretariat in Switzerland, problems o f the Apos- 
tolate in various countries, m anuscripts to  be published, 
and so on and on. In the review was the terrorist problem 
with the pilgrimage program .

I asked myself which o f  these projects could probably 
be accomplished by others if I were to become incapacitated 
and which ones might most need my own experience. And 
I had decided that the pilgrimage project was one o f the 
latter.

When the idea o f  the new airports came to me I at once 
prepared a folder describing the new concept. Five hundred
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copies were sent out in a research mailing  to  determine 
just how many people would respond and which shrines 
most o f them would choose out o f the some twenty-two 
options which this concept made possible.

Even before most o f the answers arrived I  was on m y  
way to the key airports in Portugal, Italy, and France to 
verify the practicality of the concept, to see if I could find 
the personnel to make it work, and to  strike a bargain with 
airports, bus companies, and hotels so that this could not 
only open up the possibility o f visiting all o f  the m ajor  
shrines to  persons of modest means but could also be the 
greatest pilgrimage value in history.

At this same time a trust agreement was being prepared 
so that these pilgrimages would be operated long into the 
future as a com pletely apostolic, non-profit benefit not 
only to members of the World Apostolate o f Fatim a (The 
Blue Army), but to all those who, like St. John Chrysostom, 
recognize that “ a pilgrimage is a religious instinct.”

Blue Army House at Fatima.
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The thrill of seeing (and often touching) the Pope. 
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Chapter 3 
Why Go?

A well-conducted pilgrim age is such a fulfilling 
experience that there is probably nothing upon which one 
could spend “ extra ” or “ vacation” money to greater ben
efit, and perhaps even greater satisfaction and joy.

N aturally, one’s first obligation is one’s family.
But I would think that even more important than money 

in the bank  for the family is the pilgrimage experience in 
the “person ” (regardless of age, and sometimes even more 
for youth than for adults.)

St. John Chrysostom, as previously quoted, said wisely 
(and as a D octor and Father o f the Church) that “a p il
grimage is a religious instinct. ”

Almost all o f the canonized saints in history have made 
pilgrimages. Sometimes pilgrimages were the turning points 
in their lives.

For example, St. Francis de Sales had graduated as a 
lawyer from  the University of Bologna. Before returning 
to his hom e near Geneva he went with a servant to  what 
was then the greatest M arian shrine in the world: the Holy 
House o f N azareth in Loreto, Italy.

When the young lawyer entered the Holy House he was 
so overwhelmed with the spiritual atmosphere that he fell 
upon his knees. His servant reported that he knelt there 
almost half an hour before he finally rose, and on leaving 
the Holy House, confided to the servant that he had decided 
to become a priest.

M any pilgrimages have been made as a result o f vows. 
We read in the log book o f C hristopher Colum bus of 
1492-93, for example, in which Columbus recalls the dra
matic episode of the terrible storm which overtook his ships 
as they were returning from  their discovery o f the New 
W orld. He had to  throw  overboard two barrels which
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contained very valuable notes written during the journey, 
and when it seemed that all was lost, he and the crew vowed 
to make a pilgrimage to three M arian Shrines of Our Lady 
if Our Lady would protect them . (Two o f these shrines 
were O ur Lady o f G uadalupe in Spain and the Shrine o f 
O ur Lady o f Loreto in Italy.)

But most pilgrimages are made precisely because some
one feels the attraction  to  go to a place “ close to 
Heaven” . . .  to a place where one can feel the presence of 
G od in a special way.

The first words o f  O ur Lady at Fatim a to the children 
were quite simply: “I  am fro m  Heaven. "A n d  the millions 
who go to that Shrine actually experience the special near
ness to the Queen of Heaven who chose that spot as a ‘ ‘place 
o f contact” with the modern w orld . . .  a world threatened 
by atom ic destruction.

On a recent trip, I met a man who had been on our trips 
to  Fatim a seventeen times! When I expressed my surprise, 
he said that each tim e  he felt som ething even more extra
ordinary than all the previous tim es. . .  something that kept 
drawing him back.

Perhaps Pope John  Paul II expressed this best in his 
very first words at Fatim a on M ay 13, 1982 when he had 
come to thank O ur Lady fo r having spared his life from  
the assassin’s bullet which had struck him down on that 
same day a year before.

The Pope said that in coming to  Fatim a, he felt that 
he was coming to  “O ur L a d y ’s H om e. ” He m entioned 
tha t at the foot o f the Cross, St. John  took O ur Lady to  
his own home, and that shrines of Our Lady in the world 
are the special places where She waits for H er child
ren . . .  where they are “at hom e with Her. ”

Later when the Pope had returned to  Rom e, he said 
that he could never forget the farewell chant o f the “ Ave” 
at F a tim a . . .  that place where he had felt so close to Our 
Lady “ at H er hom e.”

But the Holy Father used alm ost the same expression 
in going to  the Holy H ouse o f  Loreto in Italy, because 
this same expression can be applied to any o f the great 
shrines o f  O ur Lady where it truly seems She is waiting 
for Her children, waiting to manifest Her maternal presence 
and to  shower H er graces upon them.
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T h e  P a t r o n  o f  P i lg r im s

The greatest example of an ideal pilgrim is St. Benedict 
Joseph Labre, who tried six times to  enter the Trappists 
and six times came out, usually because his health was 
not adequate for the strict T rappist life.

He did not get an answer in a specific way. He felt a 
certain peace from having gone to the shrine. He then de
cided that he would go to other shrines until he found the 
answer.

He spent the rest of his life on pilgrimage! He went sev
eral times to Einsiedeln in Switzerland, to Santiago in Spain, 
eleven times to Loreto in Italy! He spent the last six years 
of his life in Rome. But once each year he crossed the moun
tains to  the Holy House o f Loreto.

For centuries St. Benedict Joseph Labre was the only 
layman, (except kings and martyrs) to be canonized. Until 
very recently a Swiss herm it, Nicholas von Flue, was 
canonized.

One could ask why St. Benedict Joseph, for a thousand 
years, was the only layman ever canonized because he had 
made pilgrimages. W hat was his message to  the world? 
He had never w ritten a book. He had never preached a 
serm on. Usually he never even told anyone his name as 
he wandered from  shrine to shrine!

So of what use had his life been? And how could anyone 
imitate him since we knew nothing about him other than 
the fact that he visited shrines?

There seems only one possible answer: In him God want
ed to show  the sanctifying pow er o f  shrines. God wanted 
to show that what convents and spiritual retreats are for 
persons in religious life, a pilgrim age can be for 
the average lay person.

T hat is why I am writing this book. T hat is why after 
half a century of labor in the apostolate, now in my seven
ties, I feel that it is m ost im portant to make it possible 
for as many as possible to visit the great, traditional Shrines 
to touch the roots o f faith and be able to bathe in the flow 
o f miracles and grace from  those sacred places.

“ T h e  S a in t  is D e a d ”

Certainly St. Benedict Joseph would have gone unnoticed
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except that God wanted to have him exalted as I have just 
said above.

The saint had just visited one of the 125 M arian Shrines 
in R o m e .. .one perhaps little known. He had attended 
three Masses there. Knowing the end was near, and not 
wishing to  cause a com m otion by collapsing in church, 
he left and collapsed on the steps outside. He was carried 
across the street to  a butcher shop, where he died.

Suddenly all the bells o f Rome began to ring and little 
children ran into the streets crying: “ The saint is dead! 
The saint is dead !’’

Up on the Quirinal, which was the residence of the Pope 
at that time, they were asking why all the bells were ringing, 
and w hat holy person had died?

Was it some famous confessor o f the Holy City? Some 
Bishop or Cardinal? No, it was a m an in rags, his body 
infested with lice (which he suffered as a penance) who 
had collapsed on the steps o f a church and died that morn
ing in a butcher shop across the street.

A h, but we should not say he was a beggar, because 
St. Benedict Joseph Labre did not beg. If someone gave 
to him , he accepted. But he lived by Divine Providence. 
And as he had begun his way o f life by visiting a little 
shrine near his home up in the northeastern part o f France, 
so he spent the balance o f his life going to  ever greater 
shrines.

The Pope Praying in the Holy House at Loreto.
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Chapter 4 
Where?

Any shrine is “ im portan t.”  The most im portant shrine 
for anyone will be whatever shrine becomes a personal 
place o f  special contact with heaven, a place of good, gen
eral confession, a place which makes one know  what it 
means to be a member o f the “ pilgrim Church” on earth.

In 1521 a soldier was wounded during the siege of Pam p
lona in Spain. During convalescence at the hospital he read 
some spiritual books which impelled him , as soon as he 
was better, to go to the famous Spanish shrine of Our Lady 
o f M ontserrat. There Our Lady confirm ed his great con
version. And he laid his knight’s arm or and his weapons 
at H er feet.

He was St. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits.
But now that he had given up his vocation as a soldier, 

w hat did God want o f him?
Like St. Benedict Joseph Labre, St. Ignatius began to 

go to the great shrines to those places o f special contact 
with heaven, to  f in d  ou t what G od w anted o f  him .

In his own autobiography, St. Ignatius calls himself “ the 
pilgrim. ’ ’ And indeed this he was, as he went around E ur
ope from shrine to shrine and finally even to the holy places 
o f Palestine and to  the Holy H ouse o f Loreto, then the 
greatest M arian Shrine in the world.

He finally knew actually what he wanted to do. He want
ed to  become a priest and to  serve the Church, and in a 
special way to  serve the Holy Father th rough a vow of 
obedience.

He was ordained in Venice (where he had gone from  
Loreto) and said his first Mass in Rome on Christmas Day, 
1538 in the greatest church o f O ur Lady in the world: St. 
M ary M ajor. He gave to the Church the “ Com pany of 
Jesus,” one of the greatest forces for education and renewal
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in the annals o f Christian history.
Loreto is still one o f the most im portant shrines of the 

world, if not still even the most important. But it is perhaps 
less visited today than the more recent shrines o f Fatim a 
and Lourdes.

Beyond doubt, the Holy Land is unique. For centuries 
the three m ajor places o f  pilgrimage have been the Holy 
Land, Rome, and Santiago in Spain, the tomb of St. James.

W ould it be wrong to ask: “Which is most important?”
In the case o f  St. Benedict Joseph Labre, we find that 

the saint journeyed all over Europe, but finally settled in 
Rome. Because there you have 125 M arian shrines in one 
c ity . . .  125 images of O ur Lady which have been papally 
crowned. In addition, you have the tom bs o f Peter and 
Paul, you have the Catacom bs, you have the great shrine 
o f St. M ary M ajor with the m iraculous picture painted 
by St. Luke and the relic o f  the crib or m anger o f Beth
lehem. You have the Holy Stairs, perhaps the greatest o f 
all the relics o f  the Holy Land after the true Cross, and 
so on and on.

I had the privilege of living in Rome for about five years. 
D uring tha t time I acquired a “ little lib rary”  about the 
m ajor sanctuaries and m onum ents o f  Rome. One could 
easily understand why the canonized pilgrim (St. Benedict 
Joseph) spent the last six years o f his life there—except 
to  spend Easter in that “ holiest place on e a rth .”

B ut i f  St. Benedict Joseph Labre were a pilgrim  today, 
m ight he no t be at Lourdes or Fatima?  A nd what would 
be his attitude tow ards “ unapproved” places such as 
G arabandal and M edjugorje?

We will try to  answer that last question later. For the 
m om ent, let us consider which shrines seem “ most im 
p o rtan t” a t the present time as gauged by the num ber of 
pilgrims visiting them .

We would have to put Rome at the top of the list if Rome 
were truly in itself “ a sanctuary”  or shrine. But Rome 
is a great city which contains m any  shrines. A nd not one 
o f those shrines in itself attracts more pilgrims than Fatima 
or Lourdes.

But many would consider Rome the number one place 
o f pilgrimage, even m ore than the Holy Land, with one 
very large “ caveat” :
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In this city there is so much good. But as in all cities 
there is also evil. A nd in order to have the great religious 
experience which Rome offers, a person must go there 
in a true spirit o f pilgrimage and prayer and with a great 
deal of preparation.

Blessed A nna M aria Taigi used Rome as a catechetical 
school for her children. Every Friday she did all seven of 
the most important basilicas on foot! Just to visit the holy 
places of Rome in the footsteps o f Blessed A nna M aria 
Taigi could be a “ supernatural explosion” for any devout 
soul, particularly for young women and mothers, o f whom 
Blessed A nna M aria is the official patroness.

A special school was founded in Rome for young women 
(which is no longer in existence) under her auspices. The 
whole idea o f the school was to  use a bus and to  travel 
at least twice a week to  the holy places of Rome to exper
ience the roots o f The Faith  and the flowing miracles of 
R om e’s m any holy places: Tom bs o f apostles, relics o f 
saints, repeated opportunites of seeing the Holy Father 
face to face, living successor of St. Peter. -  It was called 
the Rom ana School for young women who had finished 
high school and were considering their vocation in life as 
preparation  for college.

Rome, as we said above, requires special preparation.
The commercial guides in Rome spend m ost o f their 

time describing art w o rk s . . .  o f which there are many!
For this reason the Ave M aria Tour offers a little b ro 

chure on the four m ajor basilicas, explaining the spiri
tual message o f each in just a few words. Despite the art 
works, in each there is a special grace to  be sought and 
received!

M ost pilgrims to  Rome experience the frustration of 
being unable to  see all the m ost im portant holy places. 
But those which we do see are trem endously impressive.

W hen we ask pilgrims after they have been to  several 
o f the m ajor sanctuaries which one impressed them  the 
most, they do not often mention Rome. They almost always 
mention their audience with the H oly Father and the thrill 
o f having seen the Vicar o f Christ and having received 
his personal blessing.
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Lourdes

O utside of Rom e, the num ber one pilgrimage a ttrac 
tion is Lourdes. . .  a town with over 25,000 hotel beds which 
are usually pretty well filled.

Many express some surprise (and even disappointment) 
at the trem endous num ber o f religious stores which line 
the streets o f Lourdes. But they soon get over this first 
impression when they enter the sanctuary, where all is peace 
and quiet and there is not the slightest ta in t o f 
commercialism.

But all those stores, together with all the hotels and 
restaurants, are fo r  the great convenience o f  the pilgrims 
and because there are so many, fro m  all the corners o f  
the world. And those pilgrims are there because when they 
enter the sanctuary, they can touch the rock upon which 
Our Lady stood.

They can do as Bernadette did at O ur Lady’s request. 
They can eat a piece of grass and they can drink the water 
which flows from the spring which Our Lady opened in 
the cave o f H er apparition.

Even m ore. . .  just a short distance from the Grotto, they 
can en ter a ba th  to  which this sam e m iraculous 
water has been diverted.

And how beautifully, how reverently this ablution is 
conducted!

Volunteers serve in the baths with great devotion. The 
Rosary is constantly recited as one pilgrim after the other 
is conducted into the waters with wonderful modesty and 
faith.

And almost all o f those who take the baths of Lourdes 
experience a “ m iracle.”

The water is cold. The towel used when one enters the 
bath is soaking wet, and there is water everywhere. Yet 
most pilgrims attest when they emerge from the bath that 
instead o f feeling cold, they feel warm. And by the time 
they have replaced their clothing, they are completely 
d ry . . .  even though they have never been offered a towel 
with which to dry themselves.

In over a hundred years there has never been an incidence 
of illness or infection as a result of taking these baths, even 
though thousands bathe in the same water on any given day.
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There is a jo y  one experiences at Lourdes even if one has 
only a m odest devotion to the Blessed Virgin. There is a 
feeling She is a loving m other, given to  us at the foot o f 
the Cross, who wants us to know  that She is our caring, 
loving m other, responsive to  every one of our needs, 
however small or great.

And through this experience there comes to every sincere 
pilgrim a new understanding o f the real presence o f Our 
Lord in the Eucharist.

D uring the procession o f the Blessed Sacram ent the 
greatest miracles occur. Perhaps nowhere in the world is 
there a greater public manifestation of adoration and faith 
in the presence o f Jesus in the Blessed Sacram ent than 
during the procession o f the Eucharist and the Blessing 
with the Eucharist every afternoon in the great square o f 
Lourdes.

A t Lourdes one experiences fa ith .
This faith , this experience o f “ C h u rch ,” is one of the 

great pilgrimage fruits. M ore than  once I have known 
personally of pilgrims who have gone to Lourdes in the 
hope of a great favor, sometimes of a cure, and after being 
there a couple o f days have been so moved by the faith 
o f the people, and the need o f the sick, that they have 
forgotten themselves and have begun to serve the sick with 
both love and j o y . . .considering their own needs and 
illnesses as inconsequential, and themselves very blessed, 
in com parison with so many others who come often on 
the verge o f death or severely crippled. And they felt 
themselves so privileged to  be a part o f dispensing that 
joy and consolation which seems to flow from  the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, the M other o f the Eucharist, 
upon Her children in this special place o f “ con tac t.”

F a t im a

Fatim a is very different from  Lourdes. M any o f our 
pilgrims who have been to both Lourdes and Fatim a say 
that Fatim a has m eant m ore to them . But I myself have 
preferred the feeling of joy  and intimacy with Mary 
experienced at Lourdes rather than the feeling o f great 
responsibility which I usually feel at Fatim a.

But each o f us is different. Each o f us sees through 
different eyes. Each of us proceeds in a different way. And
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perhaps this is why G od has m ade contact with us in so 
many different places, in so many different modes, even 
though so often through the same great instrument of mercy 
and love: The m ost Holy and Im m aculate Virgin M ary, 
the M other o f  Jesus and M other o f  all men (a title She 
earned at the foot o f the Cross).

A t Fatima we do not have a rock to touch as at Lourdes, 
but we see the statue of Our Lady standing at the very spot, 
a t the very height o f  the little tree upon which the three 
children saw H er as She said: “ I am from  H eaven .” 

A t Fatim a we must be filled with awe if we know what 
happened here: That over this very place occurred the only 
miracle in history at a predicted time and place “so everyone 
m ay believe. ”

A nd I am here to  believe!
W ho o f us is not struck by the fact that at this very spot 

where we kneel, Our Lady revealed hell to the three children 
and spoke o f the great loss o f souls “ because there is no 
one to pray and  to m ake sacrifices f o r  them ?”

Here at Fatima, Fr. Gobbi received his vocation to fo u n d  
the Marian M ovem ent o f  Priests. Here at Fatima, Fr. Fox  
fe l t  his call to w ork fo r  you th . Here at Fatima m any o f  
us have been inspired to ask as d id  the children: “ What 
do yo u  want o f  m e? ”

And individually, to each one, Our Lady seems to speak. 
This is what our pilgrims tell us again and again. 
Moreover, the actual place of the apparition in the Cova, 

in front o f  the great Basilica, is not the only place o f special 
“ contact”  when we come to Fatim a. A bout a mile away 
we have the village o f the children and the sites where the 
angels came to them, and where Our Lady appeared when 
they were released from  prison on August 15, 1917.

It is particularly impressive to kneel at the place where 
the archangel appeared with the Blessed Sacram ent and 
gave them the prayer o f adoration and reparation to  Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacram ent.

To me personally, m ost impressive is Valinhos where 
Our Lady appeared to  the children after their release from 
prison. The Sanctuary o f Fatim a has bought the ground 
and preserved it w ithout any buildings, exactly as it was 
except for one monument built a short distance back from 
the actual place o f the apparition .
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W hat a holy, tranquil spot. W hat a m arvelous place 
o f  “ con tac t!”

Loreto

A fter Rome, Fatim a, and Lourdes, perhaps the next 
greatest place o f pilgrimage in Europe today is Loreto.

It is not as frequented now as it was before Fatim a and 
Lourdes. But there are many who after being to Fatim a, 
Lourdes and Rome would be ready to  say that Loreto was 
the greatest place o f  “ con tac t.”

Padre P io once said that Loreto, where we visit the 
original Ploly Plouse of Nazareth, is such a holy place that 
although he longed to  go there, he felt that he would not 
be able to  enter a place so holy.

St. Charles Borromeo, the great Cardinal-reform er of 
the clergy, felt the same way. Three times he made pilgrim
ages from  M ilan to  Loreto. Once he left the carriage a 
long distance from  Loreto and walked the last miles on 
foot. And when he arrived in the Basilica, he felt unworthy 
to enter the Holy House. He spent the entire night in prayer, 
and then went around the Holy House on his knees before 
entering.

A Pope once inscribed over a door of the Basilica which 
enshrines the Holy House: “Tremble all ye  who enter here. 
This is the holiest place on earth. ”

Here, transported from  N azareth, is the original little 
house in which the angel appeared to  M ary. H ere Jesus 
lived with M ary and Joseph, and after thirty years o f 
“ hidden life” in this special house went forth  to  spend 
only three years teaching the world His message before 
perform ing the great act of Redemption on the cross and 
confirming His message with the miracle o f resurrection.

St. Benedict Joseph Labre came eleven times to Loreto.
All o f  those visits lasted  from  ten days to  a 

month. During the last years of his life, he took from twenty 
to thirty  days to get there from  Rome, and from  twenty 
to  th irty  days to  return!

Those who know the life o f  the saint marvel a t those 
difficult journeys, in the worst possible weather, across 
the m ountains from  Rome to Loreto and back again.

He used to  spend m ost o f the day in the Holy H ouse. 
W hen the doors o f the Basilica were closed at night, he



would often sleep leaning against them .
But the last three years, when he was so fragile, he was 

sheltered in a basem ent room  o f a house on the square 
through the kindness of the Sori family, whose descendants 
are there to this day.

St. Benedict Joseph Labre is the official patron of our 
Ave M aria Tours. M ay all who are privileged to  m ake a 
pilgrimage to  Loreto be im bued with some o f his spirit 
and his faith.

As I mentioned in the first chapter, although I rejoiced 
that our special plane m ade it possible for thousands to 
get to Fatim a, Lourdes and Rome, I always regretted that 
due to  the scheduling o f the plane, there was never time 
for most o f these same pilgrims to get to Loreto. I am sure 
that St. Benedict Joseph Labre helped with the inspiration 
to take our plane to  Ancona, the airport o f Loreto, rather 
than to R om e. . .  so that our pilgrims would have a choice. 
Those who have been to  Rome will be able to  spend four 
days in Loreto, or visit m any o f the other holy places in 
Italy, such as Padre Pio, Assisi, Tolentino, Collavalenza. 
But now all, including the pilgrimages to  Rom e, will get 
to  Loreto.

Other Shrines
Other m ajor shrines, in the sequence o f the “ great Ave 

M aria Pilgrim age”  launched in 1987, are the Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception and the Shrine of the “ Good 
Jesus”  in northern  Portugal and the convent o f the 
A pparitions o f  the Im m aculate H eart o f  M ary in 
Pontevedra, Spain.

The latter is in the custody o f The Blue Arm y. This is 
one o f the unique sanctuaries o f the world. At least a few 
pilgrims can actually sleep  under the very roo f where the 
great revelation o f  the Five First Saturdays and of the 
Im m aculate H eart o f M ary took place.

Adjoining the convent of the Apparitions in Pontevedra 
is a building converted by The Blue Arm y o f Spain into 
a pilgrimage house. All room s have private facilities and 
are directly connected with the convent in such a way that 
a pilgrim can go to  that very room  in which Our Lady put 
Her arm around Lucia and revealed Her Immaculate Heart 
in the presence o f the In fan t Jesus!
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It was in the garden o f this convent that Jesus said: 
“ W hat is being done to estaiish devotion  to the Im m a 
culate H eart o f  M y  M other in the w orld?”

From  this holy place, through the ‘ ‘contact”  made by 
pilgrims, the devotion of the Five Saturdays and o f the 
Im m aculate Heart is gradually spreading with new force 
and vigor throughout the world.

Just an hour away from Pontevedra is one o f  the greatest 
shrines in all Christendom: The tomb of St. James, brother 
o f St. John the Apostle.

In the Middle Ages so many pilgrims came from all over 
Europe to  this shrine that roads created pilgrimage 
routes—which to  this day have developed into some of 
the m ajor roads o f Europe.

After we leave Portugal and Spain the great Ave M aria 
Pilgrimage goes to Italy, a land o f shrines! O f course, for 
those who have not been to Rome, this is the first choice.

A nother choice is the shrine o f O ur Lady o f Graces, 
over the tom b o f Padre Pio. M any thought tha t the 
number of hotels built during the time of Padre Pio would 
stand empty after his death, but even m ore have had to 
be built in the years that followed! Many miracles are repor
ted here. Only a short drive away is the cave of St. Michael, 
the cave associated with the two great feasts o f  the 
Archangel.

To the north o f Loreto, also near the A driatic Sea, 
is Padua, with its great shrine to St. Anthony whose tomb 
is visited there annually by tens of thousands o f pilgrims. 
N earby is Venice, with the Sanctuary o f O ur Lady of 
H ealth, and the tom b o f St. M ark the Evangelist.

In France, the great shrines after Lourdes are La Salette, 
high in the French Alps, the Rue du Bac in Paris, where 
Our Lady appeared in 1830 as Queen o f the W orld. Here 
she revealed the M iraculous Medal. Most M arian writers 
claim these apparitions started the “ M arian A ge.”

Also o f great importance in France is the Shrine of Our 
Lady o f Fourvieres in Lyon. Ars is the center o f devotion 
for the parish priests o f the world. O f great im portance 
is Paray-le-Monial, known as the “ City o f the Eucharist” 
and “ City o f the Sacred H e a rt.” It was here O ur Lord 
revealed His Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque.

Between Paray-le-M onial and Paris is the tow n of
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Nevers, where m any flock to  visit the beautiful and in
corrupt body o f St. B ernadette, to  whom O ur Lady 
appeared at Lourdes.

N orth of Paris, easily available in a one-day excursion, 
is Lisieux, with the great Shrine of St. Therese. . .  the most 
magnificent building in the world built in honor of a single 
human being. This is true if we exclude St. Peter’s in Rome, 
being built not only in honor o f St. Peter, but also as the 
world center o f the Church.

In Ireland, the great shrine is that of Our Lady of Knock, 
Queen of Ireland. In England we have Aylesford, associa
ted with the gift of the Brown Scapular to St. Simon Stock. 
And while Aylesford has become the most popular Marian 
Shrine in England due to  its proxim ity to  London, also 
of great importance is the national Marian Shrine of Wal- 
singham, which grew around a replica of the Holy House 
o f Loreto even before the original Holy House was trans
ferred from  N azareth to  Italy.

In Switzerland, we have the shrine o f Einsiedeln which 
was visited five times by St. Benedict Joseph Labre and 
was very dear to the saint. We have the shrine of Our Lady 
of Bourguillon, a unique shrine of Our lady of the Scapular 
at Fribourg, associated with the great doctor of the Church, 
St. Peter Canisius.

This saint used to  m ake a pilgrimage every day from  
the old city o f Fribourg, on foot across the valley and up 
the hill to the shrine o f O ur Lady o f the Scapular, to pray 
that the Faith would be kept in Switzerland.

W hile the R eform ation raged around, and nearby 
Geneva was declared the Protestant “ R om e,”  Fribourg 
remained an island of faith. It became a center o f Christian 
education from  which the Faith gradually spread back 
through Switzerland and gave missionaries to  the entire 
world! While it is true that all of the saints made pilgrimages 
for special favors, there is no greater example than that 
o f this holy doctor o f the Church who also made four pil
grimages all the way from Germany and Switzerland down 
to the Holy H ouse o f  Loreto on the A driatic coast.

And St. Peter Canisius became a great defender o f  the 
tradition o f the Holy House. He is depicted in one of the 
chapels in a large painting holding the replica of the Holy 
H ouse because he was its glorious defender.



Is it any wonder tha t we consider it an  obligation to 
do all in our pow er  to make it possible for many to  come 
to  these places o f special “ con tac t”  with Heaven itself? 
We know that those who m ake this “ contact”  become 
our greatest apostles. Like St. Benedict Joseph Labre, St. 
Charles Borrom eo, St. Ignatius, St. Peter Canisius, and 
so m any o th e r s . .. from  these simple “ contacts”  many 
will go fo rth  to  change the world.

Pope John  Paul II said that Fatim a was “ m ore urgent 
than ever. ” Is it not true that our pilgrimages. . .  our actual 
visit to  these special p laces. . .  is even m ore urgent now 
than in times past?

The Holy Father venerates statue at place o f  apparitions in 
Fatima.
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The Basilica of Fatima
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Chapter 5 
Let’s Go to Portugal

We are able to visit all the Shrines mentioned in the last 
chapter from  three principal “ hubs” : Porto  (Portugal), 
A ncona (Italy) and Lyon (France).

Ancona and Lyon open up most of the important shrines 
o f Italy, Yougoslavia, France, S w itzerland .. .and m ost 
o f the places most people aspire to  visit outside the Holy 
Land. So there was no difficulty in choosing these two 
“ h ubs.”

But it was not so easy to  decide on P o rto  as the hub 
city in Iberia (Portugal and Spain), thus offering a choice 
o f Fatim a in Portugal or Pontevedra-Santiago in Spain.

A fter all, the reason we began the Ave M aria Tours 
alm ost ha lf a century ago was to  get people to  Fatima. 
And why should we tem pt them  to go to  Spain instead?

I had just spent an entire m onth in Europe talking to 
key personnel, studying airports, hotels, ground trans
portation, everything the great “ Ave M aria Pilgrimage” 
would require. Only the choice of Porto remained in ques
tion as I boarded the coach at Domus Pacis in Fatim a to 
join a group bound for a flight home on the Queen o f the 
W orld plane.

I had not met this particular group before. A fter four 
days in Lourdes, they had just com pleted another four 
days in Fatim a. I asked a priest sitting next to me on the 
coach how he had enjoyed the trip.

To my surprise he answered: “ I enjoyed it all, but I  re
gretted there was not enough time fo r  us to go to Santiago. ”

I looked at him in surprise and then told him that I was 
returning to America with one great, unanswered question: 
— whether the Queen o f the W orld plane for the great 
“ Ave M aria Pilgrimage”  beginning in 1987 should in the 
future continue to land in Lisbon, offering only Fatim a,
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or whether it should land in P o rto  and offer a choice of 
Fatim a or Pontevedra-Santiago?

“M y  concern, Father, ” I explained, “is that Fatima  
is so im portant that I  want everyone to go there. ” 

“ You should have no fear”  he answered. “ I am  sure 
that anyone who has not been to Fatim a would unhesi
tatingly choose Fatim a rather than Pontevedra and San
tiago because they know it is so im portant and they have 
heard so much about it. But if you stop in P o rto , then 
you m ake it possible for m any o f us who have been to 
Fatim a also to get to  Pontevedra and Santiago .”

All my doubts vanished and P o rto  was chosen as our 
hub city for Iberia.

Little known to most Americans, Porto is a busy, inter
esting, proud city (second largest in Portugal) with an 
ancient history and ancient traditions. Unlike Lisbon, it 
was never destroyed by an earthquake and it has 18 enor
mous churches built of granite which, some 300 years ago, 
were completely covered in brilliant tile.

For those who know Barcelona and M adrid, there is 
a similarity between the relationship of Porto and Lisbon: 
the busy, proud city of industry versus the city o f politics 
and governm ent.

But one must not expect Portugal and Spain to be any
thing alike because they are not! Four hundred years ago 
the Portuguese poet, Cam oens sang: “ Here in this small 
land o f Portugal there will not be wanting men to do and 
to dare for Christendom . . .  if Spain is the head of Europe, 
Portugal is the crown on the head !”

One of the most immediate differences between the two 
countries is that o f language. Portuguese, with 16 different 
nasal sounds, is a difficult language, completely different 
from  Spanish.

F a th e r  M cN aspy  in  h is b o o k  A G U ID E  TO 
CHRISTIAN EUROPE says: “ Name almost any trait that 
you reckon typically Spanish, and you will find it as 
untypically P ortuguese.”

Spain was discovered by tourism  in the late ‘50s, and 
there has been a crescendo of tourism into Spain ever since, 
so tha t even now it is the num ber one tourist goal o f  all 
Western Europe.

Portugal lagged behind but little by little began to come
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to  the fore as the “ undiscovered jew el.”
From  our gateway city we can go north  into the m ost 

beautiful part o f Spain or go south into the heart o f 
Portugal.

F a t i m a  “ A n  E x p e r ie n c e ”

Two Popes o f our time have been pilgrims to Fatim a, 
where through a Papal Legate in 1946, Pope Pius XII 
crowned O ur Lady as “Queen o f  the World. ”

Pope John  X X III said th a t Fatim a is the hope o f the 
world. John Paul II said in 1982: “ It is more relevant now 
than ever.”

As noted before, Ave M aria Pilgrimages were founded 
32 years ago specifically to m ake it possible for as m any 
people as possible to  experience Fatim a.

One problem , o f  course, is the A tlantic O cean . . .  and 
another, back in the early 1950s was the fact tha t there 
were no hotels in Fatim a.

So together with M sgr. C olgan, I planned to  build a 
large pilgrimage house there directly opposite one o f the 
gates o f the sanctuary. Today it offers com fortable and 
convenient accommodations with American standards and 
literally thousands o f Am ericans have enjoyed its 
hospitality.

And today there are many more hotels in Fatima, includ
ing the largest one in all o f Portugal. Crowds are coming 
in ever greater num bers th roughout the year, especially, 
o f course, on the 13 of the month from May through Octo
ber, when they arrive by the hundreds o f  thousands.

Focal point o f  the pilgrimage is the “ little chapel”  
(Capelinha) now under a splendid canopy, in a great hollow 
o f ground known as the “ Cova da Iria .” There Our Lady 
appeared on May 13,1917 to three shepherd children aged 
7, 9 and 10 years.

Certainly Fatim a seems the climax o f a long series o f 
apparitions which began in Paris in 1830 at the very time 
that Karl M arx was preparing an atheistic thesis which 
would polarize the world.

The apparitions took place at the very peak o f the first 
world war. O ur Lady spoke to  the children o f  tha t war 
and o f ‘ ‘m ore terrible w ars’ ’ which would follow if men 
did not stop offending G od. She foretold tha t m ilitant



atheism would spread from an atheist Russia “ throughout 
the entire world” if men did not turn to God. But She pro
mised that if Her requests were heard: “ Russia will be con
verted . . .  and an era of peace will be granted to mankind. ’ ’ 

We consider three days the absolute minimum for exper
iencing Fatim a! There may be two reasons for this:

1) The concept o f Fatim a is so staggering that it is 
difficult to assimilate in a short time;
2) There is not just one place to  visit, but at the very 
least four.

Much to Absorb
At Lourdes you can walk up and touch the rock on which 

O ur Lady stood and you can m editate on the few words 
spoken to St. Bernadette. You can pray the rosary by the 
grotto  as Bernadette did and imagine that the statue in 
the niche is Our Lady H erself as She appeared to Berna
dette, and as She followed along the Rosary with 
Bernadette, bead by bead! In a short time you can “ exper
ience”  tha t w onderful, loving presence o f O ur Lady at 
Lourdes. . .  a Mother of pity and compassion who has cured 
there m any and consoled even more.

But at Fatim a you are faced not with a rock but with 
a series of events and of prophecies which stagger the mind. 
And no matter how many times you may be there you will 
always be filled with a sense o f wonder to think that over 
this place, thousands saw a miracle at a predicted time, 
“ so that everyone may believe.” It was seen over an area 
o f 32 miles and caused everyone in the area to think it was 
the end o f the world!

A t Lourdes you can feel consolation and nearness to 
a loving M other.

But at Fatima, at the very place where She spoke so lov
ingly to  the children, She also opened the ground and 
showed them a vision of hell! She showed them a myriad 
number o f souls falling into that abyss and lamented: “ So 
m any souls are lost because there is no one to  pray and 
m ake sacrifice for th em .”

Perhaps it is the importance o f  Fatima and of the Fatima 
Message which sets this Shrine a p a r t . . .  especially to our 
atom ic age. Yet w hat is it that draws the pilgrims back 
again and again to Fatima? Why is it that so many of them



(indeed most) when asked which they preferred, Lourdes 
or Fatim a, almost invariably replied that Fatim a had the 
greatest im pact upon them.

Earlier I m entioned meeting a m an from  the U nited 
States who in just a couple of years had been back to Fatima 
17 times!

Also when we had our first p riests’ retreat in Fatim a, 
I was concerned because several of the priests had asked: 
‘‘ W hat are we going to do at Fatim a for a whole week?’ ’ 
W hen the retreat ended, I asked the first priest I met: 
“ Father, how was the re trea t?”

“I  have been a priest fo r  46 years, ” he answered, “and  
this has been the greatest experience o f  m y life. ”

It is not so much what we do here, but what O ur Lady  
is doing here. It is something one cannot put into words.

A lthough the little chapel o f the apparition at the very 
place where O ur Lady appeared is the m ain focal point 
o f devotion in Fatim a, perhaps at least architecturally, 
the focal point is the Basilica o f Our Lady of the Rosary, 
with the great marble statue carved by the Dominican priest, 
Father Thomas McGlynn, in the niche above the entrance 
. . .a  statue carved after long meetings with Sr. Lucia 
herself.

A nd in this basilica, in the sanctuary, is the original 
international Pilgrim Virgin statue, through which many 
miracles were performed in various trips around the world.

In the side chapels on the right and left o f the basilica 
are the tom bs of Francisco and Jacinta, two o f the three 
little children to whom O ur Lady appeared.

The first apparitions were not here at the Cova, however. 
The first apparitions took place some distance behind their 
village about a mile from  the Cova. A nd a visit there is 
a sacred “ m ust”  on any pilgrimage to  Fatim a.

Six apparitions of angels prepared the children for the 
great message they were to give to the world. Three of the 
apparitions were silent, and three conveyed messages con
cerning the special calling o f God for these children, 
including a special message on the Blessed Sacrament 
. . .  during which an archangel adored the Eucharist. The 
Angel of Portugal then gave the children Holy Communion 
and taught them a m agnificent prayer o f reparation to  
the M ost Holy Trinity, in petition to the H earts o f Jesus



and M ary for the conversion o f sinners.
A short distance from where this Eucharistic apparition 

took place, at Valinhos, Our Lady appeared to the children 
on August 15, 1917 after the children had been detained 
in the Ourem prison for two days and threatened with death 
if they did not deny O ur Lady.

To me, this is the m ost sacred place, or the most 
m eaningful place in all o f Fatim a. We m ust rejoice that 
the sanctuary at Fatim a was able to obtain and preserve 
the land about it, perm itting nothing to  be built there. It 
is kept as it was in 1917 except for a small shrine with a 
statue o f O ur Lady which is built a short distance back 
from  the actual place where She appeared.

M ingling in with these places where the apparitions 
occurred is the Way of the Cross which begins at the great 
circle ha lf way between the Cova and the village o f the 
children and winds through the hills, climaxing in a Calvary 
half-way between the Eucharistic apparition of the angel 
and the August 15 apparition  o f O ur Lady.

O ther attractions at Fatim a are audio-visual programs 
to be seen in the sanctuary; a marvelous display of original, 
historic photographs; and behind the Chapel of the Appari
tions there is the Chapel o f Perpetual A doration  o f the 
Blessed Sacram ent where the pilgrim experiences, in a 
special way, the Eucharistic presence, M ary’s plea to “ stop 
offending H er (Divine) S o n . . so much already offended 
by sinful m an .”

And Fatima itself is beautiful, on a mountain over 3,000 
feet above sea level. A  short walk to hills in the area offers 
some rem arkable views, a relaxing experience for any 
pilgrim to enjoy.

Beyond the village is the parish church where the children 
were baptized. It contains a picture o f O ur Lady o f Mt. 
Carmel which one o f the children said resembles the final 
vision of Our Lady when She appeared holding the scapular 
a t the climax o f the M iracle o f the Sun.

Next to the parish church is the cemetery where Francisco 
and Jacinta were once buried near the tombs of their parents 
just inside the cemetery gate.

A short distance behind the church, one can look across 
the hills to the Shrine of O rtiga. . .  which is within walking 
distance of the parish church and was the center o f  devotion
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to Our Lady in this region before the apparitions at Fatima.
Indeed in the early days when I first came to  Fatim a, 

the local people were still going with great devotion to the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Ortiga even as they went to the Cova. 
The church was built in the 16th century to commemorate 
an apparition  o f O ur Lady to  a little shepherdess. There 
had been a similar apparition of Our Lady several hundred 
years before on the other side o f Fatim a, down at the foot 
o f the m ountain, in the Village o f Reguengo do Fetal. So 
the m ountain  o f Fatim a could truly be called “ M ary’s 
M ountain” ; and it is little wonder that these people have 
such great devotion to Her and that the little children had 
been taught to say the Angelus and to pray the Rosary. . .  in 
that rem ote m ountain village which suddenly exploded 
upon the world scene when O ur Lady appeared there at 
the height o f W orld W ar I and perform ed a miracle, wit
nessed by over 100,000 people “so that everyone may 
believe. ”

Yes, there is m uch to  see, m uch to  experience at 
F a t im a .. .fa r too  m uch to  be absorbed in a brief visit. 
Even though I have personally been there more than  fifty 
times, there is always some new im pression, some new 
realization or deeper appreciation never before exper
ienced.

Truly Fatima is today, and will long remain, one of those 
intim ate, most lively places o f “ contact”  with heaven in 
our troubled  world.

C o im b r a

Most of our previous pilgrimages to Fatima used to offer 
a side trip to C oim bra where Lucia became a member of 
the Carm elite C om m unity, with Mass in the Carm elite 
C onvent. . .  knowing that very often she attended the Mass 
from  behind the grill.

C oim bra is now  included on every trip  to  Fatim a on 
the great Ave M aria pilgrimage.

In his Guide to Christian Europe  Father McNaspy said 
o f  C oim bra: “ It m ust on no account be m issed.”

C oim bra boasts one o f the w orld’s oldest universities, 
founded over 200 years before the discovery o f America. 
St. A nthony o f Padua was graduated from  here and was 
a priest in Coimbra when he decided to join the Franciscans



has rem ained incorrupt since the 13th century.
But when we landed in Lisbon, it was impossible for 

most o f  our pilgrims to get to Pontevedra and Santiago 
(of which we shall speak in a m om ent) and therefore we 
changed our airport to Porto .

However, those who are staying in Fatim a for three 
nights, especially if they have been there before, may wish 
to take a one-day excursion to Santarem and Lisbon. This 
will be particularly easy when the new super highway is 
finished (most o f  which is already com pleted between 
Santarem  and Lisbon). The new road will pass directly 
by the great sanctuary o f Fatim a.

T h e  C a s t l e  B a n q u e t

Some say that “ pilgrim s” should not be going to ban
quets or taking a night tour o f Paris.

But one o f the real highlights o f  the Ave M aria P il
grimage is the Medieval Banquet at the “ Fatim a Castle” 
inO urem . And you haven’t really seen Paris if you have 
not seen its fountains and monuments illuminated at night 
(among the most glorious o f which are M ontm artre and 
N otre Dame).

We will speak later of what makes the difference between 
a tourist and a pilgrim. But if anyone thinks that tourists 
“ have more fun” than pilgrims, they are wrong. The oppo
site is true!

But as I said. . . that’s for another chapter. So now, about 
that B anquet. . .

As mentioned before, it was only after 1960 that hotels 
began to develop in Fatim a and m ost o f the so-called 
pilgrimages to Fatima (advertised as such) spent no more 
than one or two hours in Fatima. And whenever pilgrims 
inquired about staying at Fatim a they were simply told 
that they had to stay in Lisbon but a day excursion to 
Fatim a was the answer.

This “ answ er”  am ounted to free time in Fatim a for 
one or two hours, during which time most of the pilgrims 
were occupied in getting lunch!

The result was tha t thousands upon thousands of pil
grims from  all over the world were coming to Fatim a, 
saying a prayer in the Cova, and then after a “ quick look 
around” (usually without even any assistance from a guide),
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spending the balance o f  the day driving back to L isbon . 
(The round trip  then averaged six hours!).

Organized groups with a Spiritual Director usually had 
a Mass at the Cova so at least they would have a hom ily. 
But the explanation they received about Fatim a would 
usually depend on the knowledge o f the spiritual director 
who accompanied them, and sometimes this was very slim.

To fill the need o f  giving these one-day pilgrims the 
Message o f Fatima during their lunch hour, we conceived 
the Medieval Castle program  at the Castle o f O urem . . .  
because the whole history o f  Fatim a centers around that 
castle. Indeed the local inhabitants now say: “ This is the 
place o f the gateway to heaven, because it was always from 
the direction of the Castle that O ur Lady came in a ball 
o f light to appear to  the children, and She always dis
appeared in that direction, seeming to enter heaven over 
the very area of the c a s tle .. .  which has stood here for over 
2000 years as the center of government for this entire area.”

Fatima itself gets its name from a Moorish princess who 
lived in the Ourem  Castle.

The Moors had ruled in Portugal for over 300 years and 
the Castle o f Fatim a was the center o f  their defenses for 
the entire nation.

A C ount from  the north (from  the area of the city of 
P orto , hence the nam e “ P ortugal” ) conquered most of 
the lesser castles from the Moors and then waited and pre
pared for seven years before m aking an assault on that 
principal castle, which even from Roman times had been 
called the impregnable. It is on a solitary m ountain, with 
a source o f  fresh water at the top , com m anding view o f 
the surrounding countryside. On a clear day even the distant 
boundary of Spain is visible from  its towers.

It was a “ miracle in the sun”  which gave the Portuguese 
troops their courage. The sun seemed to take the form  
o f a cross before the final assault on the “ Fatim a” castle.

W hat is most amazing is that Portugal’s first king sent 
an offer to the Moors in the castle inviting them to come 
out and battle in the very area which now lies between the 
castle and Fatima. H e agreed that whoever won the battle 
w ould rule the entire country.

The Moors accepted the challenge... and lost the battle 
without a single drop o f  b lood being shed on either side!

41



has rem ained incorrupt since the 13th century.
But when we landed in Lisbon, it was impossible for 

m ost o f our pilgrims to  get to Pontevedra and Santiago 
(of which we shall speak in a m om ent) and therefore we 
changed our a irport to Porto .

However, those who are staying in Fatim a for three 
nights, especially if they have been there before, may wish 
to take a one-day excursion to Santarem and Lisbon. This 
will be particularly easy when the new super highway is 
finished (most o f which is already com pleted between 
Santarem  and Lisbon). The new road will pass directly 
by the great sanctuary o f Fatim a.

T h e  C as t le  B a n q u e t

Some say that “ pilgrims”  should not be going to ban
quets or taking a night tour of Paris.

But one o f the real highlights o f the Ave M aria Pil
grimage is the Medieval Banquet at the “ Fatima Castle” 
in Ourem . And you haven’t really seen Paris if you have 
not seen its fountains and monuments illuminated at night 
(among the most glorious of which are M ontm artre and 
N otre Dame).

We will speak later of what makes the difference between 
a tourist and a pilgrim. But if anyone thinks that tourists 
“ have more fun” than pilgrims, they are wrong. The oppo
site is true!

But as I said. . .  that’s for another chapter. So now, about 
that B anquet. . .

As mentioned before, it was only after 1960 that hotels 
began to  develop in Fatim a and most o f the so-called 
pilgrimages to Fatima  (advertised as such) spent no more 
than one or two hours in Fatima. And whenever pilgrims 
inquired about staying at Fatim a they were simply told 
that they had to  stay in Lisbon but a day excursion to 
Fatim a was the answer.

This “ answ er”  am ounted to free time in Fatim a for 
one or two hours, during which time most o f the pilgrims 
were occupied in getting lunch!

The result was that thousands upon thousands of pil
grims from  all over the world were coming to Fatim a, 
saying a prayer in the Cova, and then after a “ quick look 
around” (usually without even any assistance from a guide),

40



spending the balance o f  the day driving back to  Lisbon. 
(The round trip  then averaged six hours!).

Organized groups with a Spiritual Director usually had 
a Mass at the Cova so at least they would have a homily. 
But the explanation they received about Fatim a would 
usually depend on the knowledge o f the spiritual director 
who accompanied them, and sometimes this was very slim.

To fill the need o f giving these one-day pilgrims the 
Message of Fatim a during their lunch hour, we conceived 
the Medieval Castle program  at the Castle o f O urem . . .  
because the whole history o f  Fatima centers around that 
castle. Indeed the local inhabitants now say: “ This is the 
place o f the gateway to heaven, because it was always from 
the direction o f the Castle tha t O ur Lady came in a ball 
o f light to  appear to  the children, and She always dis
appeared in that direction, seeming to enter heaven over 
the very area of the castle. . .  which has stood here for over 
2000 years as the center o f government for this entire area.”

Fatima itself gets its name from a Moorish princess who 
lived in the Ourem  Castle.

The Moors had ruled in Portugal for over 300 years and 
the Castle o f Fatim a was the center o f their defenses for 
the entire nation.

A C ount from  the north  (from  the area o f the city of 
P orto , hence the nam e “ P ortuga l” ) conquered m ost o f 
the lesser castles from the Moors and then waited and pre
pared for seven years before m aking an assault on that 
principal castle, which even from  Rom an times had been 
called the impregnable. It is on a solitary m ountain, with 
a source o f fresh water at the top, com m anding view o f 
the surrounding countryside. On a clear day even the distant 
boundary  o f Spain is visible from  its towers.

It was a “ miracle in the sun” which gave the Portuguese 
troops their courage. The sun seemed to  take the form 
of a cross before the final assault on the “ Fatim a” castle.

W hat is most amazing is that Portugal’s first king sent 
an offer to the M oors in the castle inviting them  to come 
out and battle in the very area which now lies between the 
castle and Fatima. H e agreed that whoever won the battle 
w ould rule the entire country.

The M oors accepted the challenge... and lost the battle 
without a single drop o f  blood being shed on either side!

41



This is a  part o f the extraordinary story told during the 
dram atic presentation which takes place during the 
Medieval Castle banquet.

Seven m ajor “ spirits”  o f the past are called back into 
the presence o f  the diners in the castle’s great banquet 
h a ll. . .  recalling all the glorious history which led up to 
the miracle at Fatim a, climaxed by the Miracle o f the Sun 
(predicted by O ur Lady so tha t “ all may believe”  that if 
Her requests are heard Russia will be converted and “ an 
era o f  peace will be granted to  m ankind” ).

The most picturesque approach to  the castle is directly 
from  the Parish Church at Fatim a, past the Shrine o f 
Ortiga. All along the route there are most impressive views 
o f the castle across the very fields where the contest with 
the M oors took place in the 12th century.

As our pilgrims arrive at the foot o f the tower, a knight 
descends on a white horse with the program s and m enu. 
The pilgrims then board special small coaches to  go up 
through the narrow  gates o f  the castle wall.

This Castle Banquet is included  in all the Ave M aria 
pilgrimages to  Fatim a and will be long remembered.
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Chapter 6 
Let’s Go To Spain

For those who have already visited Fatim a previously, 
there is a second option available from Porto: Via Balasar 
and Braga through the M inho Valley (most beautiful 
scenery in Portugal) to  the Spanish frontier a t Tuy.

Balasar
Only 17 miles from Porto is Balasar, close to the famous 

beach o f Povoa de Varzim.
Until recently few people had heard o f Balasar, a tiny 

village in the wine region. But here was born  an extra
ordinary soul now known throughout the world by her 
C hristian nam e, “ A lexandrina.”

The cause for her beatification has already been conclud
ed on the diocesan level and probably by the time some 
are still reading this book she will already have been raised 
to the altar. And fortunately the home in which she lived, 
paralyzed and bed-ridden as a victim soul, is completely 
intact, with the very pictures around the bed which were 
her constant companions. The parish church has become 
her shrine.

A lexandrina is so im portant to  our tim e and to  each 
o f us individually that over a century before she was born 
a miracle in fron t o f  her parish church prepared for her 
com ing . . .  a miracle which can be seen to  this day.

It was first described in a letter written by the pastor 
to  the A rchbishop o f Braga who gave permission for a 
chapel over the spot. The pastor wrote:

“ I write to  advise you o f an inexplicable occurrence in 
this parish o f St. Eulalia o f Balasar. O n the last Feast o f 
C orpus Christi while people were coming to  Mass, they 
noticed a cross laid out on the ground and tha t dew had 
fallen around, but not on the cross. I myself went to brush
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aw ay the  d u st a n d  loose e a r th  th a t fo rm ed  th e  cross, bu t 
the  design re a p p e a re d  in th e  sam e p lace. I th e n  o rd e red  
a considerab le  q u a n tity  o f  w ater to  be p o u red  over it, b u t 
a fte r  it d ra ined  aw ay the  cross reappeared  once m ore  an d  
has rem ain ed  s in c e .”

O ver a  h u n d red  years la te r the  m iracle o f  th e  cross was 
explained in colloquies between O ur L ord  and  A lexandrina. 
Je su s  to ld  her th a t th e  cross h a d  been  a  sig n  f o r  her  w ho  
w as to  be  H is  v ic tim  so u l f o r  th e  w orld.

Im ag ine! A  m irac le  over a  h u n d re d  years in  ad v an ce  
o f  th is e x tra o rd in a ry  w o m an  to  w h o m  Jesu s la te r  said : 
“T housands have been sa ved  b y  y o u r  terrible su fferings. ”

T he story  o f  A lexandrina is one o f  the m ost m arvelous, 
m ost beautiful, m ost extraordinary in the annals o f  sanctity.

In  M arch  o f  1918, less th a n  a  year a fte r  the ap p aritio n s 
o f  F a tim a , a  fa te fu l even t tra n s fo rm e d  h e r life.

She w as w ith  h er sister a n d  a n o th e r  g irl sew ing in an  
u p p e r ro o m  w hen  th ree  m en b ro k e  in  w ith  th e  in te n tio n  
o f  m olesting them . W hen  the  d o o r gave way, A lexandrina 
leaped from  a w indow  13 feet above the g round . She heard  
the  scream s o f  h er sister a n d  th e  o th e r g irl a n d , a lth o u g h  
in ju re d  to  an  ex ten t w hich  she co u ld  n o t have  im ag in ed , 
she p ick ed  u p  a  stick  an d  c lim bed  v a lian tly  u p  to  d e fen d  
her sister an d  friend . W hen  the  m en saw her b ro k en  body 
an d  h er im p assio n ed  res is tan ce , th ey  fled .

B ut A lex an d rin a  becam e a  helpless cripp le  in co n stan t 
ex cru c ia tin g  p a in . A t firs t she h a d  h o p ed  th a t  she m igh t 
go to  F a tim a  o n  a p ilg rim age to  be healed , as m an y  w ere. 
But then  she learned o f  the  heroic sacrifice o f  little Jac in ta  
o f  F a tim a  an d  o f  th e  w o rd s o f  O u r L ady : ‘‘C o n tin u e  to  
p ray  a n d  to  m ak e  sac rifices . . .s o  m a n y  so u ls  are lost 
because  there  is no  o n e  to  p r a y  a n d  m a k e  sa crifice  f o r  
th em . ”

F ro m  th a t  m o m en t, A lex an d rin a  p a tien tly  o ffe red  her 
su ffe rin g  fo r  th e  c o n v e rs io n  o f  s in n ers . A n d  she began  
to  receive m essages fro m  O u r L o rd  a lm o s t id en tica l to  
the m essaages given to  Lucia, the  sole survivor o f  the three 
ch ild ren  o f  F a tim a , a b o u t th e  c o n se c ra tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  
to  th e  Im m a c u la te  H e a r t o f  M ary .

T h e  A rc h b ish o p  o f  B rag a  sen t h e r c o m m u n ic a tio n  to  
R o m e s ta tin g  th a t  in  his o p in io n  A le x a n d rin a  w as an  
ex trao rd in a ry  soul. H e  rep o rted  th a t sh e  was living  so lely
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on the B lessed  Sacram ent, receiving no o ther fo o d .
W hen R om e asked for con firm ation ,  the A rchb ishop  

asked Alexandrina if she would be willing to go to a hospital 
for constan t surveillance.

A fter  forty  days it was determ ined  beyond any doub t 
that the only food which passed her lips was that o f  the 
Blessed Sacrament. She liv ed only on the Eucharist without 
losing weight, f rom  G ood  Friday o f  1942 until she died 
on  O ctober  13, 1955, the actual anniversary  day o f  the 
the final vision o f  Fatim a and  the “ Miracle o f  the S u n ” .

1 wish 1 could use all the pages o f  this book to speak 
only o f  A lexandrina!  1 was privileged to visit the house 
where she suffered and  to speak to D eolinda,  the loving 
sister who wrote down Alexandrina’s colloquies with Our 
Lord, one o f  the most touching o f  which reveals an extra
ord inary  prom ise  m ade  by Jesus:

“I f  a n yo n e  sh o u ld  in vo ke  y o u r  nam e while y o u  are in 
heaven, they  wilt never do  so  in vain. I  w ill a p p o in t y o u  
a p ro tectress o f  m an kin d . You will be so  p o w e r fu l with 
the A  ll-Powerful. A  f te r  y o u r  death I  will m ake y o u r  nam e  
w idely k n o w n ; I  sha ll see to it M yse lf. M a n y  sinners will 
com e to  y o u r  to m b  a n d  be converted . ”

And there, less than ha lf  an hour  f rom  our hub  city o f  
Porto is that tomb of which Our Lord Himself said: “ Many 
sinners will com e to your to m b  and  be co n v e r ted .” 

Even the inscription on her tom b reads: “ Sinners: if 
the ashes o f  my body can be useful to save you, aproach. 
If necessary, pass on the ashes, trample on them until they 
disappear; but never sin again. Sinners: there is so much 
that I would like to tell you. This vast cemetery could not 
contain  all tha t  I would like to  say. Do not o ffend  our 
dear Lord anymore. Convert yourselves. Do not lose Jesus 
for all eternity, He is so good! Enough of  sin! Love Him! 
Love H im ! ”

Francis Jo h n s to n ,  in his beautifu l little book  A le x a n 
drina (published by Tan Books and Publishers and available 
from The Blue Army National Center in Washington, N.J. 
07882) sum m arizes the great apos to la te  o f  A lexandrina  
who in the last years o f  her life received as m any as 6,000 
people in a  single day, and  to each one she had  the same 
m e s s a g e . . . the Message o f  Fatim a: “ M ake reparation  to 
O u r  L ord  in the adorab le  Eucharist! Penance! Penance!
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Penance! P ray the Rosary devoutly every day. practice 
the First Saturday devotion. Consecrate yourselves to the 
Im m aculate H eart o f M ary through the Brown Scapular 
o f  O ur Lady o f M t. C arm el.”

In a sense, Alexandrina is like an “ extension of Fatima, 
especially o f  little Jacin ta whom our Lady promised to 
take ‘soon’ to heaven. . .  but who seemed to live on in Alex
andrina to  whom  Jesus said: “ If  anyone should invoke 
your nam e when you are in heaven, they will never do so 
in vain. I appoint you a protectress o f m ank ind .”

T u y

From Balasar we shall continue to Braga, where we visit 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception of Por
tugal on Mt. Sameiro and the Shrine of the “ Good Jesus” 
on M t. Espinho.

We will describe these interesting, mountain-top shrines 
in a future chapter, but now we continue through the beau
tiful M inho Valley until we cross the M inho River into 
what is probably the m ost beautiful part o f  Spain.

Most of the houses are o f granite. And some of the stones 
used in the buildings, and even in the fences to  support 
grapevines are o f  such massive size tha t we cannot help 
but wonder how, in times before modern machinery, they 
were put in place.

O ur first glimpse o f  Spain, as we cross the bridge, is 
the castle o f the old town o f Tuy.

Lucia was once stationed in the provincial house o f the 
Dorothean Sisters in this little town. One day she was cross
ing this same bridge and met two eager pilgrims who had 
heard that Lucia was in Tuy and were on their way there 
in the hopes o f  seeing her.

When they met the two Dorothean Sisters on the bridge 
(one o f whom was Lucia), the visitors asked: “ We hear 
that Sister Lucia is in the convent in Tuy, can you tell us 
if that is tru e?”

Lucy had just crossed the demarcation line on the bridge 
between Portugal and Spain and looking at her Sister-com- 
panion, with a little smile, she turned to  the visitors and 
said: “ O h, I believe she is back in Portugal now .” 

D isappointed the visitors retraced their s tep s . . .  and
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spread the w ord . . .  and Lucia was spared many inquisitive 
visitors!

We stop in Tuy to  visit the provincial house and the 
chapel. Even though all of the furnishings of the sanctuary 
o f the vision have been removed to Pontevedra, this is 
known as the “ last vision o f  F a tim a .”

It was in the attic o f this convent that Lucia wrote most 
o f  her memoirs.

Then, a little more than an hour to the north , we come 
to the granite city o f  Pontevedra and to the Convent of 
the Apparitions. . .  that special place in which Lucia received 
the visit o f Our Lady with the Child Je su s . . .  the visit in 
which Our Lady revealed Her Immaculate Heart and made 
the prom ise o f the five First Saturdays.

In the main chapel o f the Pontevedra convent are now 
reserved all the major mom entoes o f  both the apparitions 
in Tuy and those o f  Pontevedra itself.

Few A m ericans have d iscovered th is beau tifu l 
northw estern part o f Spain with these interesting old 
cities. . .  but since the middle ages the Europeans have been 
visiting here because o f its pilgrimage rou te  to  the tom b 
o f St. Jam es. O ften in the sum m ertim e it is difficult to 
find a hotel room  anywhere along this beautiful coast, 
particularly popular as a vacation center for both the French 
and English.

Then between Tuy and Pontevedra is the port city of 
Vigo, where cruise ships dock and a ferry operates between 
England and Spain.

Pontevedra
Pontevedra was a Roman city and probably got its name 

from  the Latin, “ Old Bridge.”  And just down from  the 
convent o f the apparitions is one o f  the oldest bridges 
crossing the river which flows from  Pontevedra into the 
great sound and on down to the port o f Vigo.

The center o f the city, where the convent is located, has 
narrow winding streets. Its granite houses are frequently 
m arked with Coats o f  Arm s o f the knights who served 
in the defense o f Galicia in ages past. The convent itself 
was form erly the residence o f the Duke o f Rias Bajas, 
another name for lower Galicia. Just across a narrow street 
in front o f the convent is the former residence of the Baron,
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A t left, the C onvent o f the A pparitions at Pontevedra. Above: 
Room at which First Saturday vision took place. Below: Garden 
where the Child Jesus appeared in Pontevedra.



now a govemment-run hotel (so popular that rooms have 
to  be reserved well in advance.) A nd virtually around the 
corner from  the convent is the magnificent basilica o f St. 
M ary M ajor all in granite and with m agnificent towers 
which dom inate the old section o f  the city.

Despite a few modem houses, here in this center of gran
ite antiquity, one feels plunged back into the middle ages.

We do not tire o f saying that Our Lady seems to  appear 
in only the most beautiful places and even here where She 
appeared in the center o f  an old city, the area itself is a 
delight to  experience.

Certainly there are many possible focal points o f a visit 
to  Pontevedra. Yet two have a particular interest for the 
Ave M aria pilgrim:

The Pilgrim Virgin
Pontevedra is on the m ain Cam ino de Santiago . . .  or 

road o f  St. J a m e s .. .leading from  the South. All the 
Portuguese pilgrims to the tom b o f St. James passed this 
way. A nd in the 16th century an extraordinary miracle 
resulted in a shrine to Our Lady in Pontevedra which caused 
M ichener to  say in his book Iberia: “  Pontevedra boasts 
the only M arian Shrine on all the roads o f  St. James 
throughout E u rope .”

This is the story:
While a group o f pilgrims from  Portugal were passing 

through Pontevedra, a mother who had been walking with 
them (dressed as a pilgrim and carrying a child) was 
suddenly transformed in their presence. A  great light shone 
from  her. She raised the child to  bless the pilgrims who 
were now only a day’s walk from the shrine o f the apostle.

Am azed, the crowd fell to  its knees. A fter the blessing 
the Lady seemed to  be absorbed in the great light that 
surrounded her and the Child and then both disappeared.

A t the im portunity of the pilgrims, and aided with the 
offerings they generously gave, a church was built on this 
very spot in the m iddle o f  the road! Now all the traffic 
in Pontevedra diverts around this unique church which 
houses a statue o f O ur Lady clothed in the garm ent of 
the pilgrims to  Santiago, and holding the Divine Child.

Was Our Lady thus marking Pontevedra, perhaps long 
in advance, as the place where She would reveal Her
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Im m aculate H eart to the world as She had prom ised in 
Fatima in 1917. ..  and which She Herself would propagate 
th roughout the world through the Fatim a “ Pilgrim 
Virgin” ?

Only a few blocks away from where this miracle occurred 
is the convent in which the apparition  o f the five First 
Saturdays took place in the form er residence of the Duke 
o f Southern Galicia on December 10, 1925.

Lucia, the sole survivor of the three children of Fatima, 
was alone in her tiny room . Ten years before Our Lady 
had told her that She was going to come soon and take 
the other two children to heaven, but that she, Lucia, was 
to remain on earth because God wished to use her “ to estab
lish in the world devotion to My Immaculate H eart.” And 
O ur Lady had prom ised in the apparitions at Fatim a to 
come back and to ask for the devotion o f the five First 
Saturdays.

Now on this December 10, 1925, that tiny room  was 
filled with light and Our Lady stood beside Lucia and placed 
H er arm  around her shoulder. The Child Jesus appeared 
at the side o f Our Lady elevated on a small cloud so Lucia 
could look directly into the eyes of Our Lady and the Divine 
Child W ho then begged her to  have “ pity on the H eart 
of your Mother pierced with the thorns of ungrateful men.” 
And Our Lady then spoke, with Her arm on Lucia’s shoul
der, and made the prom ise o f H er special assistance at 
the hour of death to all those who would make the devotion 
o f the five First Saturdays.

This m ust be considered one o f the m ost intim ate ap 
paritions with a public message in history. The only 
com parable vision was that to  St. Catherine Laboure in 
Paris, where the saint rested her hands on Our Lady’s lap 
during the first apparition when Our Lady appeared seated 
in a chair in the Chapel o f the Rue du Bac in Paris.

Now at Pontevedra one wall has been rem oved from 
that small room of the apparition so that from the adjoining 
room  a group of about forty can attend Mass at the very 
spot where O ur Lady and the Divine Child appeared.

D own in the garden, next to the convent, there occurred 
a miracle very similar to the one which resulted in the build
ing o f  the Pilgrim Virgin church in the center o f  the town.

W hile Lucia was working in the garden, a child stood
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at the gate. He seemed lonely and did not speak. Lucia 
asked him why he did not go around the comer to St. Mary 
M ajor and ask Our Lady for the Child Jesus to play with 
him.

Suddenly the child was transformed. It was Jesus Himself 
and he asked her: “What is being done to establish devotion 
to the Im m aculate H eart o f  M y  M other in the w orld?”

There is now an altar at this place with a statue o f  the 
Holy In fan t and our groups not only can attend Mass in 
the main chapel o f the convent (which has the furnishings 
from the Chapel o f the final vision o f Fatim a in Tuy) and 
not only in the actual Chapel o f  the A pparitions  o f the 
Immaculate Heart upstairs, but also here where the Child 
Jesus appeared, transform ed, solicitous about having the 
devotion to  the Im m aculate H eart o f His M other spread 
throughout the world.

Cardinal Cerejeria, Patriach o f Lisbon, has predicted 
that the convent o f Pontevedra will become for devotion 
to  the Im m aculate H eart o f  M ary w hat the Chapel o f 
Paray-le-M onial has become for devotion to  the Sacred 
H eart.

I t  is alm ost like three enorm ously im portant shrines in 
one single spot!

And some o f our pilgrims may even have the privilege 
of sleeping under the actual roof in which the apparitions 
took place!

Santiago
Less than  an hour away to  the north , is a shrine which 

in the middle ages was one o f  the three m ajor places o f  
pilgrimage fo r  all the Christian world. (Rome and the Holy 
Land being the other two.)

Books have been written about Santiago and about the 
“ roads of pilgrimage” . . .  which had developed into major 
highways not only in the middle ages, bu t highways still 
used even to  this present day!

Perhaps the simplest and m ost direct way to  explain 
the im portance o f  those pilgrimages is to m ention the 
“ tower o f St. Jam es”  in Paris.

When one visits Paris and sees the magnificent 13th cen
tury cathedral in honor of Our Lady one is rather surprised 
to see a tall Gothic tower over on the right bank, on the
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other side o f the river from  Notre Dame, which was built 
at the same tim e as N otre Dame and looks as though it 
was intended to be the bell tow er o f the cathedral. And 
one would ask: “ W hy is the bell tower so far away from 
the cathedral itself?”

But that enormous 13th century tower was built because 
o f  the pilgrimages to  Santiago! A t tha t time there were 
open fields around the tower. A nd when pilgrims would 
come from  m any miles around Paris to  m ake a pilgrim 
age to Santiago, they would wait in houses throughout 
the area, or on the city-island itself, until there were enough 
pilgrims registered so that they could form a group to travel 
together down the whole length of France, and many miles 
into the Westernmost parts of Spain, on the “ great Santiago 
pilgrim age.”

Then the tower bell would ring. They would all assemble 
at the foot o f  the tower and set out on tha t incredible 
pilgrimage which would take weeks to  complete!

There are similar towers a t m ajor cities elsewhere in 
E urope and one wonders today at the greatness o f faith 
and the im portance of pilgrimages to which these towers 
give testim ony.

The tom b o f St. Jam es had been lost for several hun 
dred years, having been hidden during the time o f the 
Moors. It was discovered through the miracle o f an appar
ition o f a star over the field where the tom b had been 
secreted, and the joy o f Christendom  at the discovery o f 
the tomb was such that the Pope granted special indulgences 
to those who would visit the apostle. A whole city grew 
up over and around the to m b . . .  a m arvelous medieval 
city intact to  this day.

It must be remembered that St. James was the brother 
to  St. John , and tha t this apostle went literally to  what 
was then thought to  be the “ end o f the w orld”  to  preach 
the Gospel (only a few miles from where the saint is buried 
is “ Fina T erra”  or “ lan d ’s en d .” )

Our Lady appeared to him during his time in Spain and 
told him that he would return to Jerusalem and be the first 
apostle to give his life for Christ. This prophecy, of course, 
came true and disciples who had followed St. Jam es to 
Jerusalem  brought his body back to Spain after he was 
beheaded by H erod.
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The cathedral which had been built over the spot where 
the tom b was found is a gem o f 12th century architecture; 
the best time to  see it is on the Feast o f  the A ssum ption, 
or the actual Feast o f St. Jam es, July 25. A nd when this 
Feast day falls on a Sunday, it is a “ Holy Y ear”  in San
tiago . . .  during which one can gain the same indulgences 
in going to Santiago as one obtains in going to Rome during 
a Holy Year! (But o f course without waiting the usual 25 
years for Rome!)

Balasar, Braga, Tuy, Pontevedra and Santiago, all set 
in areas o f  m agnificent scenery, are now available to all 
on a four-day excursion from Porto on the great Ave Maria 
Pilgrimage.

Pilgrim s at Santiago C athedral
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Chapter 7 
Let’s Go To Italy

We first learned about the a irport in A ncona several 
years ago when we used it for a Queen of the W orld flight 
retracing the “ flight” of the Holy House o f Loreto to the 
Holy Land. With us on that flight was Cardinal Sabattini, 
then the Rector o f the Basilica o f Loreto, and now the 
Rector o f St. P e te r’s in Rome.

A ncona is a principal port on the A driatic and it was 
heavily bom bed during the war. Its a irport was built for 
military use, but has now been opened, with every modern 
facility, as a public airport. The day before I arrived there 
in June o f 1986 to  negotiate with the authorities for the 
great Ave M aria Pilgrimage, the supersonic concorde had 
just landed for the first time.

Some pilgrims will want to  spend all four days at L or
eto. Many others will want to visit their “ Spiritual Father” 
Padre  Pio. Still o thers will w ant to  go to  P adua, Venice 
and Assisi. Some will choose to  go to  Yugoslavia which 
is available overnight by ferry from  A n co n a . . .  the path 
used by most o f the thousands o f pilgrims o f Italy who 
have gone to M edjugorje.

But most pilgrims, especially if they have not previously 
been to Rome, will set out on arrival at the Ancona airport 
for Assisi, overnight, and then on to Rome for two glorious 
days.

Assisi—Rome
The pilgrims for Rome will board  their own coach to 

leave at once for Assisi, to spend the night in the city o f 
St. Francis.

(A visit to  the walled tow n o f Assisi is also included in 
the optional trip to  Venice and Florence.)

In addition to being the m ost lovely town in U m bria
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(in itself one o f the m ost beautiful parts o f Italy) Assisi 
is undoubtedly the most beloved shrine in all o f  Italy outside 
o f  Rom e.

Fr. M cNaspy, in his G uide to Christian Europe  says: 
“ The sheer charm  o f the hill town o f Assisi, with its fab
ulous views, as well as what man has done to add to human
ity through nature, all contrive to make Assisi worthy of 
its gracious saints” (St. Francis, St. Rufino, and St. Clare).

In a sense it could be said that Assisi has everything 
. . .because it has one o f the greatest M arian shrines in 
the world, the tom bs of two o f the m ost popular saints 
in the world, one of the oldest churches in honor o f  Our 
Lady in the world, and it is all in a perfectly preserved 
medieval setting o f alm ost breathtaking beauty.

St. Francis and St. Clare are buried at the extreme ends 
o f  the walled town. W ithin four years after the death of 
St. Francis, an enorm ous m onastery with a three-level 
church was constructed over his tom b. And as one walks 
from the tom b of St. Francis through the old town to go 
to  the tom b o f St. Clare, one passes the original R om an  
temple of Minerva which was turned into a church in honor 
o f O ur Lady!

Beneath the pavement of the square, in front of the tem
ple (now Our Lady’s church) one can walk on the original 
Roman pavements of 2000 years ago! And a short distance 
beyond is the church built at the place o f the house o f St. 
Francis, where his father had a textile shop.

A short distance to the left is the cathedral o f Assisi dedi
cated to St. Rufino, one o f  the earliest bishops o f Assisi 
who was put to death during the Roman persecutions. And 
just down to the right we see the church in which is vener
ated the original crucifix which spoke to St. Francis saying: 
“ Francis, mend my C hurch .”

In the same chapel o f the crucifix we see the tunic o f 
St. Francis, the hair o f St. Clare which Francis himself 
sheared when she entered the cloister. And in the crypt 
is the incorrupt body o f St. Clare herself from  which a 
fragrance occasionally comes forth, filling the whole crypt 
with a scent o f flowers.

T h e  P o r t iu n c u la

Down in the valley below the walled city of Assisi there

56



rises an enormous dome, the great Marian Shrine o f  “ Our 
Lady o f the A ngels.”  U nder that dom e is a little church 
which St. Francis “ m ended” , believing tha t this is what 
Our Lord meant when He spoke to  him from  the crucifix 
saying: “ Francis, m end my C hurch .”

W hat Our Lord really m eant, o f  course, was the in tro
duction o f  the spirit o f poverty and penance into the en
tire Church (which Francis was to bring through the Fran
ciscan Order) but at first, taking Our Lord literally, Francis 
abandoned all and went down in the valley to mend the 
church that had been abandoned.

W hen the Saint had finished the w ork, O ur Lady ap 
peared to  him there. She was surrounded by angels and 
told him to ask whatever he wished. And in his great char
ity, Francis immediately thought o f others. He prayed that 
those who w ould com e here w ould have their petitions  
granted.

So many favors resulted that the Pope declared a Plenary 
Indulgence to  all who would come to this spot and pray 
for the Pope’s intention! That is the famous “ Portiuncula 
Indulgence” .

It is the great desire o f m ost Franciscans to  visit this 
holy spot, the birthplace and center o f their Order.

Francis himself so much respected this holy place that 
when he knew he was dying, he asked to be transported 
down from  the city o f Assisi and placed in the hut next 
to  the little Portiuncula Chapel. It is there that he died. 
So under the same roof you have the Portiuncula Chapel 
and, only a few feet away, the actual spot o f  the death 
o f St. Francis.

During the past seven hundred years, how many saints 
have prayed at this holy place!

For this reason not only do we include Assisi in the two 
m ost popular “ op tions”  from  Loreto airport but even 
those who wished to stay in Loreto for four days may eas
ily make the three hour trip from Loreto to Assisi, return
ing via T o le n tin o .. .where they can visit the basilica of 
the great St. Nicholas.

St. Nicholas saw the translation  of the Holy H ouse in 
a vision and it said that St. Francis o f Assisi himself, when 
passing by the hill of Loreto before the miracle of the Holy 
H ouse, prophecied: “O blessed hill which will one day
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Rome
For the pilgrims who have not yet been to Italy (and 

for those who never seem to tire of it) ‘ ‘The Eternal City, ’ ’ 
Rom e, will certainly be the prim ary attraction .

A book would be required to  describe Rome, but there 
are two m ajor highlights o f  any visit to the E ternal City:

1.) If we are in Rome on a Wednesday, Sunday, or First 
Saturday, the highlight o f the visit, of course, is the audience 
with the Holy Father, to  pray the Rosary with him on the 
First Saturday, or to  recite the Angelus with him on a 
Sunday. On these occasions we receive his personal blessing.

2.) Every visit to Rome includes the four major basilicas:

Our Lady’s Basilica
St. M ary M ajor is the oldest o f the great basilicas of 

Rome and perhaps the oldest “ great church”  o f the en
tire world.

A s  you  enter here, fe e l the devotion o f  the Church fro m  
its earliest days f o r  H oly  M ary, M o ther o f  G od!

It was built in the year 432, the year after Our Lady was 
proclaim ed “ M other o f  G o d ”  by the Council o f  Ephe
sus, and owes its origin to the “ m iracle o f the snow ,” 
com m em orated by a special feast each year on August 
5. And this glorious monument to the M other o f God has 
been enriched by one Pope after the other down through 
the centuries. One could spend several weeks to get to know 
the rich treasures o f  this one basilica!

As we enter it today, it is difficult to  realize tha t it is 
ten-and-a-half centuries old! The gold on the ceiling is 
the original (and the first) gold brought by Columbus from 
the New W orld. He gave it to  Isabella and Ferdinand o f 
Spain, and they in tu rn  gave it to  the Pope, who in turn  
used it to  enrich the ceiling o f this great church in honor 
o f “ Santa M aria,” the same name inscribed by Columbus 
on his flagship, and the nam e invoked by the crew when 
they sighted the new land.

Under the high altar is a  relic o f the m anger o f Bethle
hem. In the Blessed Sacram ent Chapel is the tom b o f St. 
Pius V, the Pope who instituted the Feast o f the Rosary 
after the Battle o f Lepanto.

possess the house o f the H oly Fam ily .”
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The greatest treasure o f  all in this fabulous m onum ent 
to  the M other o f  God is the painting by St. Luke in the 
m ost ornate chapel o f the basilica—one o f the most m ir
aculous and revered images o f O ur Lady in the W estern 
Church. It is known by the people of Rome as “ the Health 
o f the R om an P eop le .”  Its story is linked to  the Castle 
o f  the Holy Angel, near St. P e te r’s.

Be sure your guide in Rome tells you this w onderful 
story o f the ending o f  the plague in Rome and the appar
ition o f the angel sheathing a sword as this image o f  O ur 
Lady was carried across a bridge o f the Tiber.

St. John Lateran
Inscribed at the entrance of St. John Lateran are words 

proclaim ing it to  be the “M other o f  A 11 the Churches o f  
the World. ” This was the very first place o f official public 
worship by Christians. When Constantine, the first Christ
ian Emperor, proclaimed the freedom of Christian worship 
he gave this property to  Pope Silverius.

In gold reliquaries over the main altar are the heads of 
SS. Peter and Paul. Over the tabernacle to  the left o f  the 
transept is a relic o f  the table o f  the Last Supper.

It is to  this church the Pope comes on Holy Thursday 
to celebrate the Eucharistic Liturgy which began with the 
Last Supper o f O ur Lord.

M onum ental statues o f  the Twelve Apostles line both 
sides o f the nave.

Across the street is the “ Scala Santa ,”  the twenty-eight 
steps down which Our Lord walked after He was sentenced 
to death by Pilate. A t the top  o f the steps is the chapel 
that was originally here at St. John  Lateran. It is called 
the “ Holy o f H olies.”

Feel here, the earliest origins o f  the Church fro m  the 
tim es o f  the Apostles.

St. Paul’s
St. M ary M ajor’s is the oldest of the basilicas in Rome 

because it is still the original building. The other m ajor 
basilicas have been rebuilt, some several times.

To many St. Pau l’s is one of the most impressive o f all 
the basilicas. And it has a m ost amazing history.

Being a Rom an citizen, Paul could not be put to  death
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inside the walls o f Rome. He was therefore beheaded next 
to the Temple of Diana and buried in the nearest cemetery, 
which was here on the Via Ostia.

In the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is the original crucifix 
which spoke to  St. Bridget and to Blessed A nna M aria 
Taigi. To the latter, O ur Lord said tha t He would have 
to destroy the basilica because o f  sins com m itted within 
i t . A nd this hum ble housewife begged O ur Lord not to 
destroy the basilica until the Pope, who was then ill and 
had a great devotion to  St. Paul, would have died.

The basilica burned to  the ground on the day o f the 
P ope’s death.

Its reconstruction was one o f  the greatest acts o f de
votion to St. Paul in all history, and also one o f the great 
acts of united, worldwide Christian faith of the last century. 
Many religious groups contributed. The four magnificent 
alabaster colum ns, inside the main entrance, were given 
by the King o f  Egypt.

All the “ window s”  o f this m agnificent church are o f 
translucent m arble.

To m any this is one o f  the m ost impressive o f  all the 
basilicas because its special “ atm osphere”  is impossible 
to  put into words.

Feel here the great pow er and  influence o f  St. Paul in 
the Church and in the world.

St. Peter’s
The “biggest” is the greatest o f  all the churches in the 

world, not only in size bu t in its history and richness of 
relics.

W ithin the four columns around the altar over Peter’s 
tom b are V eronica’s Veil, a relic o f  the True Cross, the 
tip o f the lance which pierced the H eart o f C hrist on the 
Cross, and major relics of St. Andrew, brother of St. Peter.

But it is particularly because of Peter, upon whom Christ 
founded His Church, that this basilica is here over the actual 
tom b o f the Prince o f the Apostles.

It is almost impossible to grasp the size of this vast church 
because everything within it is on such a colossal scale.

The dome is as high as a forty-story building (and even 
that is difficult to imagine).

Books have been w ritten about this vast church, but

60



as you enter, notice the great alabaster window, depict
ing the Holy Spirit, a t the back o f  the church, 700 fe e t  
from  the entrance!

This image o f the Holy Spirit seems to dom inate the 
whole basilica shining above an enorm ous bronze chair, 
borne up by statues o f four early Fathers o f  the Church, 
two o f the W est and two o f the E ast—representing the 
promise o f  O ur Lord that the Holy Spirit would rem ain 
with the Church for all time.

From  beneath tha t great bronze chair the Pope speaks 
on solemn occasions. These pronouncem ents are known 
as “ ex ca thedra”  or “ from  the ch a ir.”

As you go down from  the entrance, you will note brass 
inscriptions in the middle o f  the floor showing where the 
front door o f other various churches o f  the world would 
be if those churches were placed back to back with St. 
Peter’s. You will be amazed to find St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
alm ost half-way down the aisle!

At about that point, do not miss on your right side the 
Chapel o f the Blessed Sacram ent where Pope John Paul 
II instituted Perpetual A doration .

Concluding your visit to St. Peter’s, time allowing, you 
will visit the tom bs o f the Popes beneath it.

Feel here, “the Church ’’built upon the R ock  o f  Peter.

The Experience of Rome
In addition to the four basilicas, there is the experince 

o f  R om e i t s e l f . . .  som ething which cannot be described
In the center o f Rome are the ruins of the Roman forum, 

former heart of one of the greatest empires in history. Now 
it is dom inated by the Cross.

At the entrance to the forum is the M ammertine prison 
where Peter and Paul spent their last night before execution. 
Above is the Capitoline hill where the government of Rome 
has been m aintained continuously since 400 years before 
Christ!

M ost Ave M aria Tours try to include Mass in the ca t
acombs and to allow sufficient free time for visits to such 
places as the Holy Stairs (next to St. John  Lateran) and 
the original picture o f O ur Lady o f Perpetual Help just 
a short block down from  St. M ary M ajo r’s.

Those who like art will want to visit the Vatican museum
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and the Sistine Chapel. Those who like beautiful parks 
and views will want to  go to the Pincio or take a walk up 
the “ fam ous Spanish steps.”

A nd it is a trad ition  am ong travelers in Rome to toss 
a coin in the beautiful Trevi Fountain to  “ guarantee” that 
you will return.

Venice and Florence
Now we turn  to  another “ op tion”  from  Loreto: The 

option o f  Venice, P adua, Florence, and Assisi.
Venice is one o f the most romantic and beautiful places 

in the world. One night I got up at two o ’clock in the m orn
ing, went down to the canal, and hired a gondola so that 
I could go in the quiet o f  the night to  visit some o f the 
places I loved m ost.

The gondolier was completely silent for almost a half 
hour as we had gone down the grand canal and were just 
turning into the canal tow ards the bridge o f Sighs. The 
gondolier broke the long silence: “I t  is, sir, the m ost 
beautifu l city in the world. ”

I thought for a m om ent and replied:
“ N ot the m ost beautiful, but the m ost un ique .” 
“N o, sir, ” he replied, “I t  is the m ost beautiful. ’’ 
A nd then I began to  think: Even if all the canals were 

filled in and made streets, Venice would indeed be the most 
beautiful city in the world. W here else are there so many 
m agnificent palaces? So m any fine churches? So many 
lovely squares? And where else, with the possible exception 
o f  Florence, is there so much art by great masters in the 
original places for which the artist intended them?

But Venice is also a religious experience. In the 
magnificent cathedral o f Venice, we have the tomb of St. 
M ark the Evangelist.

A nd just opposite the main square (with the Palace of 
the Doges) are two areas famed for their holy history: the 
one a former monastery, and the other the basilica of “ Our 
Lady o f H ea lth ,”  one o f the official M arian Shrines o f 
Italy.

On the Venice-Florence-Assisi trip we also visit the tomb 
o f St. A nthony in Padua.
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Chapter 8 
Let’s Go To France

From  our hub city o f Lyon, we can easily reach almost 
all the shrines o f  France, beginning with the greatest o f 
all: Lourdes.

Direct from  the airport a super highway takes us to 
Toulouse, the city o f  St. D om inic  and the city in which 
the Rosary was first used to overcome a m ajor heresy.

Toulouse suffered no destruction in the recent great wars. 
As a result there are at least three churches still standing 
in which St. Dominic undoubtedly preached and offered 
the Holy Sacrifice o f the Mass.

Oddly enough, Toulouse has not just one cathedral but 
two, and also a very, very old sanctuary in honor o f Our 
Lady built on the spot where St. Semin, the Bishop-martyr 
o f Toulouse was buried.

One would have thought tha t the terrible persecution 
of AD 250, when the holy bishop was killed by being drawn 
behind a wild bull, would have ended C hristianity in 
Toulouse. But the miracle wrought through the intercession 
of the saint, and the heroism of his death, sparked a deeper 
Christianity. His tomb became the center of such numerous 
pilgrimages that a short distance away the cathedral of 
St. Sernin was built and his body moved there.

During the great pilgrimages to Santiago, Spain, it was 
norm al for pilgrims to pass through Toulouse in order 
to  venerate the body o f St. Sernin. Indeed, the ancient 
G uide o f  the Pilgrims o f  St. Jam es  recom m ended a visit 
to the tomb of St. Sernin and added: “ An immense basilica 
was constructed there by the faithful in his h o n o r.”  The 
C athedral was begun in 1080, over 100 years before St. 
Dominic.

But the other C athedral o f St. Stephen was standing 
at its present location even when this basilica of St. Sernin
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was built. A lthough rebuilt in the 13th century, parts o f 
the original, very old cathedral still remain. A n d  tourism  
has no t discovered Toulouse.

I personally walked for hours through the old sections 
o f the city where m ost o f  the impressive m ansions date 
from the 15th century (when production o f pastel brought 
new wealth to the city). A nd flowing through Toulouse 
is the amazing canal which joins the Atlantic Ocean with 
the M editerranean Sea.

There is something 1 found in Toulouse which I never 
found in any other city, but would have liked to have found 
in all: A beautiful folder giving the time of all the Masses 
throughout the city! And available in all the hotel lobbies.

By contrast, in Lyon I had found it difficult to find out 
from  the hotel desk what time Mass would be in even the 
nearest ch u rch !. .  .and  indeed if one wants the time of 
daily Mass in any city . . .  one has similar difficulty at any 
hotel. (I com m ent on this in the hope tha t sometime in 
the future, dioceses in all cities where there is a flow o f 
tourists will think of the great number who come to hotels 
and w ant to  go to Mass, and especially need to  know the 
hour o f later Masses if they are arriving in the afternoon 
or evening.)

Toulouse is only two and a half hours from  Lourdes, 
so after Mass at one o f the principal churches, we drive 
through the beautiful lower reaches of the Pyrenees (mag
nificent scenery) to arrive in Lourdes by noon of the second 
day. A fter checking in at the hotel we have an orientation 
tour o f the sanctuary. After dinner we join in the glorious 
candlelight procession.

We have the entire next day in Lourdes for all the devo
tions: the baths, the Eucharistic procession and blessing, 
and private devotions at the grotto . Again we spend the 
night in Lourdes, again participating if we wish in the 
candlelight procession. The fourth  day we leave for 
Avignon, the “ city o f the P opes,’’ with its fam ous papal 
palace o f the 14th century.

It was here in 1324 that Pope John X X II prom ulgated 
the great Sabbatine Privilege of the Brown Scapular which 
Pope Pius XII described as “ the greatest of all our privileges 
from  the M other o f G o d .’’
Our Lady appeared to the Pope while he was still a Cardinal
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and told him that those who wore Her Scapular, who had 
also observed chastity according to their state in life, and 
say the Little Office o f the Blessed Virgin (which is now 
usually com m uted to the Rosary), would be “ free from  
purgatory”  by the First Saturday after death.

Next to the palace o f the Pope we adm ire the beautiful 
church of Our Lady with a colossal statue o f the Madonna 
at its peak overlooking the swift-flowing river with its 
fam ous “ pont d ’A vignon.”

LaSalette
LaSalette is a mile high village in the French Alps. If 

one continues beyond over the next few m ountains, one 
could arrive in Italy or Switzerland.

Here in 1846, Our Lady appeared to two shepherds and 
said that because o f the sins com m itted in the world She 
could no longer hold back the arm  o f H er Divine Son.

She wore a crown o f roses (perhaps indicating that She 
is Queen o f the Rosary). But at the same time She wore 
symbols o f the Passion.

She appeared to the children seated upon a stone with 
H er head in Her hands, weeping.

Perhaps we can best understand this apparition in the 
whole sequence o f the visions o f O ur Lady beginning in 
Paris in 1830.

In Her first appearance to St. Catherine Laboure, Our 
Lady also wept as She fo re to ld  the sufferings that were 
going to com e into the world. A nd this apparition  took 
place at the very tim e that Karl M arx  was laying the 
groundwork of his manifesto, completed a few years later 
in Paris.

Then, only 16 years after the vision in Paris, with the 
Marx manifesto complete, the Queen o f Heaven appears 
high on the mountain, almost at a point where Switzerland, 
France and Italy join, and wept over the world saying that 
because o f  its sins Our Divine Lord, W ho is Mercy Itself, 
would be fo rced  to punish  mankind.

A t the spot where O ur Lady appeared at LaSalette, a 
spring flows. Just behind the statue at the place o f  the 
apparitions rises an impressive basilica adjoining a large 
m odern pilgrimage facility.

There is something very different, very impressive about
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LaSalette. O ften the top o f the m ountain is enshrouded 
in a cloud, and even late in the Spring and early in the Fall 
it is often white with snow.

I personally have visited LaSalette at least a dozen times, 
having gone for the first time in 1946. Then I found my 
own way, taking a train to Grenoble from where I hitched 
a ride after an early m orning Mass with a tired group of 
pilgrims in a coach coming from Paris. A nd I have never 
fa iled  to be impressed with LaSalette. I can only say that 
what one experiences at LaSalette is different from  that 
at any other Shrine.

This LaSalette pilgrimage is the “ easiest” of the options 
from Lyon because LaSalette is just a little more than three 
hours away.

This allows us all of the first afternoon to enjoy Lyon, 
to  take a side trip  to  A rs, to visit the R om an arena and 
the Shrine o f  O ur Lady o f Fourvieres. Then we start the 
next day for LaSalette via Grenoble, through ever increas
ingly spectacular scenery.

The second day we have a free m orning at LaSalette 
to enjoy the various walks around the m ountain with their 
breathtaking views. A fter Mass and lunch we return to 
Lyon via the beautiful and ancient town of A nnecy  where 
we visit the Shrine o f  St. Francis de Sales and St. Jane 
de Chantal. Continue on to Lyon for dinner and overnight.

The G reat French Pilgrimage

The m ajor itinerary in France on the great Ave M aria 
Pilgrimage is to Paris, via Ars, Paray, and Nevers, returning 
through Vezelay.

Ars is the shrine o f  St. John Vianney, patron o f all the 
parish priests o f the world. Most priests desire to visit this 
extraordinary shrine where one sees how St. John Vianney 
lived, and where they can celebrate Mass next to his tomb 
in the little parish which he transform ed by his holiness 
and pastoral concern.

But if it is a place o f special pilgrimage for priests, it 
is also a very special place of pilgrimage for all o f us. We 
seem to m eet St. John V ian n ey .. .as though he werestill 
there receiving all who come, still perform ing his m ar
velous miracles.

From  Ars the coach proceeds N orthw est to  Paray-le-
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M onial where Jesus appeared out o f the M onstrance to 
Saint M argaret M ary A lacoque. Here He revealed His 
Sacred H eart flaming with love for men.

The body o f the saint is to  be seen in the chapel.
A short distance down the street is the tom b of Blessed 

Claude, the Jesuit who was appointed by O ur Lord to 
receive the revelations from St. M argaret M ary Alacoque 
and to  m ake them  known to the world.

Paray is a beautiful little tow n, with an old abbey, 
situated by a flowing river and green countryside. It has 
become a world center not only o f devotion to  the Sacred 
H eart but also to  the Eucharist and is indeed called “the 
C ity o f  the Eucharist. ”

St. M argaret M ary had special revelations concerning 
the intimacy of the Hearts o f Jesus and Mary: That uniting 
our hearts to  the Immaculate H eart o f  M ary is the surest 
and quickest way to  enter into the Sacred H eart of Jesus 
present in the Blessed Sacram ent.

I have always had joy  in taking pilgrims to  various 
shrines, but never greater joy  than  to  Paray. A nd a few 
years ago, when the Church placed the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart o f Jesus next to the Feast o f the Immaculate H eart 
o f Mary, I chartered a plane so that we could have Mass 
at Paray on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, and be in Ponte- 
vedra the very next day for the Mass o f the Im m aculate 
H eart o f M ary.

On the great Ave M aria Pilgrimage we have dinner and 
spend the night in Paray. After Mass the following morning 
in the Chapel where the Sacred Heart appeared we continue 
in the direction o f Paris, stopping in Nevers, where we 
see the incorrupt body o f St. Bernadette (to whom Our 
Lady appeared at Lourdes) and the chair in which the saint 
died, saying: “ Pray for me, poor sinner, poor s in n e r.. . ”

P a ris

W ho o f us has not heard o f the “ city o f ligh t.”  It is 
considered by many to  be the most beautiful capital-city 
in the world. (Note: Venice is not a capital.) On our very 
first night in Paris, we take a sightseeing tour of the illum
inations o f  P a r is . .  . broad avenues, m arvelous squares, 
many fountains, m agnificent buildings, all beautifully 
illum inated.
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The first day in Paris we have Mass in the Chapel of 
the Apparitions on the Rue du Bac at the very place where, 
according to most Marian writers, “the M ahan age began ” 
with the apparitions o f Our Lady to St. Catherine Laboure.

It seems extraordinary that while most Shrines to Our 
Lady are in rem ote areas (usually in the m ountains) this 
very im portan t apparition  took place in the heart o f  the 
very great city where the m odern revolution against God 
began and from where it developed, spread to Russia, and 
then gradually th roughout the world.

In this one chapel there were three apparitions o f our 
Lady! First She appeared seated in a chair placed in the 
sanctuary in front o f  the main altar for the priest who was 
to give a conference the following day (the apparition took 
place at night).

Next She appeared o ff  to  the right, at the very place 
where today we see the incorrupt body o f St. C atherine. 
In this vision O ur Lady held a globe in Her hands which 
She said represents the world and each person in par
ticular. . .  held close to H er Immaculate H eart as She lifts 
H er eyes in prayer to  God.

The most famous of the visions took place over the main 
altar. Rays o f light streamed from Our Lady’s hands and 
She promised to  grant special graces to those who “came 
to  the f o o t  o f  this altar. ’’The rays o f  light seemed to be 
coming from  gems on O ur L ady’s fingers. But some o f 
the gems were d a rk . . .  not giving o ff rays. St. Catherine 
asked why. O ur Lady answered: “These are the graces 
fo r  which no one asks. ’’ Then suddenly the vision was 
transformed and St. Catherine saw the Heart o f  Jesus and  
the Heart o f  M ary side by side, surm ounted by an M and 
a Cross. To the right o f this Chapel is the incorrupt heart 
o f St. Vincent de Paul, the great apostle o f charity. And 
to the left is the body of St. Louise Marillac who, together 
with St. Vincent, founded the Sisters o f  Charity. U nder
neath the altar where the incorrupt heart o f St. Vincent 
is venerated, one sees the original chair in which Our Lady 
sat when She spoke to  St. Catherine. It is impressive to 
think that O ur Lady sat there, tears starting in Her eyes, 
as She began to  speak to the little saint who knelt beside 
the chair, resting Her hands in Her Heavenly Mother’s lap.
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Just to the left o f the chair one can actually look into 
the incorrupt eyes of St. Catherine. . .  her body intact after 
m ore than a hundred years!

P a r is  S ig h tsee in g

And later, o f course, we shall visit the 12tn century 
cathedral o f Our Lady at the heart o f Paris, and then climb 
up the distant hill “ o f the m artyrs”  (M ontm artre) where 
the basilica o f  the Sacred H eart lifts its dom e above the 
entire city.

This basilica was built as a direct result of the apparition 
to St. M argaret M ary. From  its porch you can look out 
over the entire city, rem arking the domes o f the m ajor 
churches and the lofty symbol of Paris, the Eiffel Tower.

General sightseeing o f Paris will include the Cham ps 
Elysees, the Arch of Triumph, the Concorde, the Assembly, 
the French Academy, the Louvre. There will be free time 
the second afternoon for those who wish to go up the Eiffel 
Tower or visit any o f the m useums, or perhaps take the 
scenic ride on the river Seine (which we also recommend 
especially at night).

On the th ird  day, we have a leisurely departure from  
Paris and drive to Vezelay, a “ surprised jo y ”  o f this 
itinerary with Mass at the Basilica o f St. Mary Magdalene 
who came to France with some of the first Christians. We 
then arrive back in Lyon for dinner and overnight.

For those who wish to go to Lisieux, a special side trip 
can be arranged on the last day, returning to  Lyon on one 
o f the fastest trains in the world from  Paris to Lyon in 
just two hours!

For those who are not interested in taking the four-day 
excursion to Paris, there is an express train which will take 
you fro m  Lyon  to Paris in ju s t  two hours! It is said to  be 
the fastest train in the world traveling at times over 200 
miles an hour. I was amazed in 1986 when I took this trip 
. . .  because the train had very little vibration and was so 
quiet. The only similar train ride in the world is that between 
O saka and Tokyo in Japan.

From Lyon we can go not only to Paris but to Switzer
land, or to LaSalette, Ars, Paray, Nevers, Avignon, 
Toulouse, and so on.

We chose this city precisely because from here one can
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easily take a four-day excursion to  Lourdes, a two-day 
trip to LaSalette, a scenic and historic tou r o f Switzer
land, and a one-day tour to Ars, Paray (city o f the Sacred 
Heart), Nevers (incorrupt body of St. Bernadette) and Paris 
.. .all w ithin easy traveling distance o f ancient, historic 
Lyon.

Switzerland

It is only a three hour drive from  Lyon to Geneva so 
the great Ave M aria Pilgrimage can offer a four-day tour 
of Switzerland, a country with magnificent roads and with 
the greatest varieties o f scenery in the entire world.

Geneva is a lakeside city of worldwide renown. The main 
attraction is a general view of the city itself on Lake LeMan, 
with its symbolic geyser-like fountain towering out of the 
lake.

From  Geneva we travel via Lausanne to Fribourg, an 
old city considered by m any to be the m ost beautiful o f 
Switzerland. Here we have the Shrine o f O ur Lady of 
Bourguillon which in the middle ages was the center of 
pilgrimages from  all Europe, and outside of Aylesford, 
England, undoubtedly the m ost im portant shrine asso
ciated with the Scapular o f O ur Lady o f M t. Carmel.

In the middle ages a leper colony existed on this spot. 
One o f the lepers carved the statue o f O ur Lady which 
became a center o f devotion for the lepers, many of whom 
were cured.

The fam e o f this statue spread.
Then O ur Lady, clothed as O ur Lady o f M t. Carmel 

and holding the small Brown Scapular appeared to a Cister
cian Abbot in the city and told him She wished the miracu
lous statue o f  the fo rm er leper colony to be clothed in the 
sam e manner. Thus the shrine became known as that of 
O ur Lady o f M t. Carmel.

Marble plaques covering the walls attest to miracles per
form ed here even in very recent times.

We have already spoken about St. Peter Canisius, who 
used to  climb daily on foot from  the old city, across the 
valley, up the mountain to this shrine to pray to Our Lady 
to preserve the faith in Switzerland. And nearby is a replica 
o f the Holy House of Nazareth, also overlooking Fribourg.

Usually snow-capped peaks are visible in the distance.
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We have Mass at the shrine, and then tou r the old city 
with a reception at the International Secretariate o f  The 
Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatim a on the Place de Notre 
Dame.

In the afternoon we leave Fribourg for Lucerne, located 
on the m agnificent Lake o f the same name.

From  Lucerne we take a ship across the lake to  M t. 
Pilatus, and then a cable to the top of this famous mountain 
said to have been the place where Pontius Pilate spent his 
last years in exile.

Just outside of Lucerne we will visit the tom b and the 
herm itage place o f St. Nicholas Von Flue, pa tron  saint 
o f Switzerland (recently canonized). Devotion to Our Lady 
o f the Scapular o f M t. Carmel in Swiss life is evident from 
the m onum ental painting over the tom b o f St. Nicholas 
depicting Our Lady giving the Scapular to St. Simon Stock.

On our third day following the visit to  St. Nicholas and 
to M t. P ilatus, we arrive at the m ajor M arian shrine o f 
Switzerland: Einsiedeln. It is internationally famous and 
St. Benedict Joseph Labre came here five times despite 
its rem ote location.

On the last day we have a scenic drive over half the length 
o f Switzerland, stopping en route at Interlaken, famous 
site o f the Olympic games, driving down the valley between 
towering m ountains which reach over a mile into the 
heavens.

While Switzerland is known particularly because o f its 
neutrality, its banking, and its beauty, it is also dear to 
the W orld A postolate o f Fatim a because it was here that 
the International Secretariate was established for commun
ications with the Apostolate in some 110 countries around 
the world.

(The official International Center o f the Apostolate is, 
o f course, at D om us Pacis in Fatim a. It was primarily for 
reasons o f language and com m unication that the w ork
ing Secretariate was established in Fribourg.)

Switzerland is today the center o f  many, m any world 
organizations, including International Catholic Missions 
(also centered in Fribourg).

Come Home
Some old countries of Europe advertise for Americans
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to  “ Come Home” : “ Come home to Italy!” ; “ Come home 
to  G reece!” , etc.

Few advertise “ Com e hom e to Sw itzerland”  because 
so few Swiss have ever left their country and the roots o f 
many are not in Switzerland as much as in Rome, Assisi, 
Santiago, and even Lyon (the Roman capital of Gaul 2000 
years ago).

But somehow Am ericans do  feel they have “ come 
home” when they enter Switzerland, especially the French, 
Germans, and Ita lian s .. .  whose countries border Switzer
land, and all o f  whose languages are spoken here.

Father M cNaspy says: “ One reason Am ericans like 
Switzerland is that they can have all the comforts o f home 
while enjoying ju st enough o f the exotic. There is more 
to  be seen than Alps and cuckoo clocks.”  He says that 
not only is Einsiedeln im portant to Switzerland but “one 
o f  the main pilgrimage spots in Europe. ”

And it is old!
St. Meinrad arrived here in the 9th century with the same 

statue revered in Einsiedeln to this day. And in the middle 
ages Einsiedeln was a great spiritual and cultural support 
to  the C hristian world. Its Benedictine m onastery is one 
o f the few to have existed continuously from  Carolingian 
times to the present day. And it is this mixture o f the very 
old and the m odern which gives Switzerland a special 
character.

D ifficult Choice

M ost o f those who take the great Ave M aria pilgrimage 
for the first time will find it diffilcult to choose which option 
to take from each of the hub cities. There can be little choice 
for those who have never been to Fatim a, Rome or 
Lourdes. These would be obvious first choices. And there 
is no problem for those who have already been to  Fatima; 
they will probably want to  choose Pontevedra and 
Santiago.

But in Italy, would you want to go to Venice, Florence 
and Assisi? Or to Rome? Or to Lanciano, St. Michael and 
P adre Pio?

A nd the choice becomes even more difficult in France: 
Lourdes? LaSalette? Ars, P aray , Paris? Switzerland?

There is an easy solution:
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Choose the one which interests you m ost then plan to 
come back another time!



A

Basilica o f Loreto.
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Chapter 9
The Gateways: 

Porto, Loreto, Lyon

Porto
A lthough I have never heard anyone else say so, to me 

Porto seems a great deal like Istanbul (Turkey). . .  formerly 
known as Constantinople. . .  perhaps because of the busy 
river, the port, the great bridge, the unusual old houses 
rising up on the banks o f the D ouro River.

There are m any beautiful old churches in P o rto  with 
special relics and special memories, and there are three 
nearby places o f pilgrimage: Balasar, Bom Jesus and 
Sam eiro. . .  all o f which are included in the pilgrimage to 
Spain, but which can also be visited as one-day excursions 
from  P orto .

So there will certainly be some p ilg rim s .. .especially 
those who have already been to  Fatim a and Santiago . . .  
who will w ant to spend four days in P o rto , which is not 
far from  the medieval castle o f G uim araes, where 
P ortugal’s first king was born.

The spectacular bridge which ties together the suburb 
o f  Asia to  P o rto  rises some 200 feet above the river and 
until recently was the largest “ single”  arch bridge in all 
Europe. And over in Gaia there are over 80 cellars of Port 
Wine production and you will see the typical wine boats, 
with their colorful sails, on the river D ouro, especially 
if you take the river cruise.

Public buses are available to several beautiful beaches, 
the m ost fam ous o f  which is Povoa de Varzim, the best 
beach in northern  Portugal.

Even in a few days one cannot see it a l l . . .  or begin to 
absorb all the history o f Porto  in whose cathedral John 
I and Phillipa of Lancaster were m arried, tying together 
the English and Portuguese thrones in a friendship which
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has endured to  the present day.
Also just a short distance outside the city is the Peneda 

Geres N ational P ark  with an ancient shrine in honor of 
St. Benedict.

So for those who may choose to  spend a few days in 
P orto , undoubtedly one o f  those days would be at the 
beach, and perhaps another day at the Peneda Geres Park. 
But most certainly other excursions would include Balasar, 
Braga, and the shrine of the “ Good Jesus” and the National 
Shrine o f the Immaculate Conception on M ount Sameiro.

Braga and Its Shrines

From Porto, a single day excursion could include Povoa 
de Varzim, Balasar, and also Braga. But it would be better 
to devote an entire day for the trip to Braga, the primatial 
See of Portugal and to the two nearby shrines on the high 
m ountain  overlooking the Braga Valley.

Braga was the center o f Christianity in Portugal in the 
earliest centuries. To this day the A rchbishop o f Braga 
bears the title “ P rim ate o f  P o rtu g a l.”  The old town is 
one o f the m ost picturesque o f  the country. But what 
attracts most visitors to  this area is the truly unbelievable 
shrine o f  the “ G ood Jesus”  (Bom Jesus) on M ount 
Espinho.

A short distance from  Braga, an enorm ous staircase 
leads up to the shrine, or you can go up in a cable car which 
is operated solely by water power.

All over the m ountain  are fountains and chapels with 
life-sized figures  depicting the m ain episodes in the life 
o f  O ur Lord. At the top is a beautiful old church with the 
entire scene o f Calvary in lifelike statuary over the main 
altar.

N earby is P o rtuga l’s shrine to the Im m aculate C on
ception. Built before the apparitions o f Fatima, it was the 
main M arian pilgrimage shrine for all Portugal.

In 1646, over two hundred years before the proclamation 
o f  the dogm a o f the Im m aculate Conception, the King 
o f  Portugal consecrated the nation to the Im m aculate 
C onception. He ordered that on every fo rtress and city 
o f the realm there be imbedded a stone plaque commem
orating THIS consecration so that all the nations, and every
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individual town and city, would know tha t it belongs 
the Im m aculate.

At the entrance to this national shrine on Mt. Sameirc 
which com m ands a breathtaking view looking tow ard 
Braga, are statues of four doctors of the church who uphelc 
the dogm a o f M ary’s Im m aculate Conception. N earbj 
is a lovely hospice (like the Blue A rm y’s D o m u sP a d s  in 
Fatima) where many o f our Ave M aria Pilgrimages from 
Fatim a have stayed. It is inexpensive and you might like 
to  spend the night on this holy m ountain.

Conclusion
If you have been to Fatim a and also to Santiago and 

Pontevedra, as we said before, there is much to  see and 
to  do in and around the hub city of P o r to . . .  and this is 
one o f the reasons why many will want to take the great 
Ave M aria Pilgrimage m ore than once!

There are 24 choices, and Fatim a will always be the 
principal choice for those who have not been there. But 
now there are other choices for those who have already 
been to Fatim a. And it is our hope tha t by operating the 
great Ave Maria Pilgrimage on a non-profit basis, we will 
enable many to go more than once and thus avail them 
selves, in the spirit of St. Benedict Joseph Labre, o f many 
o f those fabulous 24 pilgrimage choices.

Loreto
There is a marvelous new airport only twenty minutes 

from Loreto and this has become the gateway o f the great 
Ave M aria Pilgrimage to  Italy.

AII who take the pilgrimage will have at least one night 
in Loreto, with M ass under the great dom e to the H oly  
H ouse o f  N azareth!

Is it surprising that the Holy House of Nazareth is called 
a M arian Shrine, when it could be called a Shrine o f  the 
Holy Spirit? Or even the “ Shrine o f the Holy Fam ily ,” 
or perhaps even the “ Shrine o f St. Joseph” . . .  since it was 
this house where he lived with Jesus and M ary, and died 
in Their arms?

But from the very beginning it has always been known 
as the “ Shrine o f O ur Lady o f Loreto’ ’ perhaps because
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of the little black statue which came with the Holy House 
from P alestine.. .  a statue of Our Lady holding the Infant 
Jesus which smiled miraculously when it was crowned by 
Pope John  X X III when he came to  Loreto two weeks 
before the Second Vatican Council in order to entrust the 
Council to the prayers o f  O ur Lady.

M any books have been written about the Holy House. 
We have docum entation o f over one hundred saints who 
have m ade pilgrimages there!

But perhaps nothing underlines the great im portance 
o f Loreto more than that visit o f Pope John X X III. . .  the 
first Pope to leave the Vatican in a hundred years and who 
did so specifically to com e to this shrine in order to pray  
here f o r  the success o f  Vatican II!

W hen the Pope first announced the Council in the 
com pany o f a few Cardinals at St. John Lateran back in 
1961, the Pope told the Cardinals that he felt that “ It was 
not w ithout inspiration o f  the Holy Spirit”  tha t he felt 
impelled to  call this Council, and that “I  am going to go 
to the Shrine at Loreto to pray to Our Lady fo r  its success. ’’

Because o f all the work o f  preparing for the Council 
the Pope was delayed and was not able to  fulfill his desire 
to  go to Loreto until just two weeks before the Council 
was about to open. A nd you can imagine the excitement 
throughout Italy when the Pope, who had remained a “pris
oner o f the Vatican” since the unification of Italy a hundred 
years before, crossed the Apennines to go to the Holy 
H ouse o f N azareth on the shores o f  the A driatic Sea.

The miracle o f  the smile o f  the statue was recorded in 
photographs. Afterwards the Capuchin Fathers who work 
in the Shrine moved the statue into different lights and 
photographed it over and over to see whether light could 
have caused a change in the expression. It was only after 
long photographic experiments that they were convinced 
a miracle had taken place.

W ith the Pope at that time was A rchbishop Loris 
Capovilla, Pope Jo h n ’s secretary. After the Pope’s death 
A rchbishop Capovilla asked to be appointed to Loreto 
where he succeded C ardinal Sabbatini as the Pontifical 
Legate at the Holy House. On his death, Pope John XXIII 
willed his Papal ring to  the little M adonna o f Loreto.

As we said earlier, St. Benedict Joseph Labre made eleven
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trips on foot to Loreto, some from Switzerland, Germany 
and France, and at least five from  Rom e, journeying  up  
to one m onth each way!. . . and then remaining fro m  ten 
days to a m onth  at the H oly House.

And you will be privileged to be here conveniently, for 
four days if you like!

As you stand on the square by the statue of Pope John 
XXIII and look out to  the sea, on the right you have one 
o f the  lovely beaches o f  the  A d ria tic  at P o rto  
Recanati. . .  only a 50-cent bus ride away and the bus leaves 
right from  the square by the hotel.

The Basilica of Loreto was built before the United States 
had become a nation. But there was one single unfinished  
c h a p e l.. .  and in our own day the privilege was given to 
the United States to finish tha t chapel in honor o f Our 
Lady o f the A ssum ption following the proclam ation of 
the dogm a in 1950.

This is now called the “ Am erican C hapel” and on the 
left are shown the dignitaries present at the proclam ation 
o f the dogm a o f the Assumption with Cardinal Tisserant 
in the foreground . . .  the same Cardinal who became the 
first “ C ardinal P ro tec to r”  o f our A postolate.

At the back of the chapel is a magnificent fresco o f the 
Assum ption, with a golden crown placed there in 1972 
when Bishops all around the world simultaneously crowned 
images o f Our Lady o f Fatima as “ Queen o f the W orld.”

On the right side there are four persons carrying the 
statue of O ur Lady o f Loreto, and I am privileged (and 
“ im m ortalized” ) to be one o f  the four figures. And all 
around are symbols o f the trium ph of flight, including 
the early planes, and the recent U.S. flights to the moon.

Yes, and if they build a M arian Shrine up th e re .. .  we’ll 
see about including it on one o f the future trips!
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The Blue Army H ouse at Fatim a as seen from  the tow er of the 
Basilica.



Chapter 10 
Ireland—England

A “ great”  small country on the Ave M aria Pilgrimage 
is Ire lan d . . .  “ the isle o f  sa in ts .”

On landing at Knock airport, our first sight is the Shrine 
o f  O ur Lady, Queen o f  Ireland, whose development has 
been due to the farsightedness and genius o f M onsignor 
H oran, pastor o f the Church where O ur Lady appeared 
with St. Joseph and St. John the Evangelist in the late nine
teenth century. Msgr. H oran died in 1986.

This is often called the “ silent vision” because no words 
were spoken. The message was in the figures themselves 
emphasizing the importance of the parish, the Holy Family, 
the role o f St. Joseph, the m ediation o f O ur Lady, and 
the apostolic and evangelical mission o f the Church rep
resented by St. John  the Evangelist, clothed as a bishop 
and reading the Gospel. Center to  it all was the image o f 
a Lamb bearing a banner and a cross. . .  a triumphant Lamb 
on an altar, symbolizing the sacrifice of the Lamb of God 
who dwells in our midst in the Blessed Sacrament.

It is also an “ apocalyptic” vision and may have echoes 
in M edjugorje where O ur Lady is said to have appeared 
with H er hands in the orantes position, as a t Knock.

The vision took place at the back wall of the church. . .  as 
though it had come from the tabernacle right through the 
wall to appear to the parishioners.

This vision bears testim ony to  all the faith o f Ireland 
through the centuries, a deep faith rooted in devotion of 
the Irish to Our Lady, to the Holy Mass, to the Eucharist, 
to  St. Jo sep h . . .  and certainly to the evangelizing spirit 
which has carried the Gospel from  Ireland to the four 
corners o f the world.

Near the parish church now stands a glorious new basil
ica, the Shrine o f O ur Lady, Queen o f Ireland.
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It was a joy to  the Irish when His Holiness, Pope John 
Paul II visited the Shrine. And it has a facility unequaled 
by any other Shrine in the world: its own major airport. . .  
with a runway large enough to  take even a 707.

To millions o f Americans Ireland can truly say, “ Come 
hom e for a v isit.”

But they would not be coming hom e to a nation filled 
with old monuments and great buildings. . .  but to a green, 
lake-studded land with devout C atholic ancestors who 
struggled to live and m aintain their faith.

We have two main reasons for scheduling Ireland in 
the great Ave M aria Pilgrimage. The first, o f  course, is 
the very fact o f the Knock Shrine and that the airport is 
next to the Shrine. It is by far the most convenient m ajor 
M arian Shrine in the world if you arrive by air.

But the second reason is that so m any o f our people 
have wanted to visit Ireland. And since our plane will be 
landing there every four days, we may be able to arrange 
a certain number of seats for those people who would like 
to  stay in Ireland, or take a quick trip across the Irish Sea 
to England. And on several o f our trips, we hope to offer 
two full days in Ireland.

Irish Delights

One o f the great delights o f  Ireland is the p e o p le .. .  
full o f smiles and song. During more than 30 years of oper
ating the Ave M aria Tours, one country where we did not 
feel it necessary to have our own guides was Ireland. And 
often  whenever we ended a trip  in Ireland, m any people 
would say: “ You have saved the best to  the las t.”

A short distance down from  Knock, we have the city 
of Galway, on famous Galway Bay. Just below is the beau
tiful river Shannon, and then the Lakes o f Killarney.

Ireland is so small that even on a norm al tourist bus 
you can cross it in four hours to  D ublin . . .  the capital o f 
Ireland which holds a fourth  o f  the n a tion ’s population. 
From  here a ferry crosses the Irish Sea to  England, with 
a train  connection via O xford to London.

England

There are two m ajor shrines to be visited in England: 
Aylesford and W alsingham .
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In the early 12th century, the land at Aylesford belonged 
to Lord R ichard de Grey. We have a copy o f a charter 
issued in 1238 by Henry III, “ King o f England, Lord o f 
Ireland, Duke o f  N orm andy, e tc .”  authorizing a m arket 
a t Aylesford and protecting the lands o f  Lord de Grey 
in his “ dom ain o f E lfo rd .”

N ot long after this Lord de Grey was on the crusade 
to free the Holy Land from the Muslims. He brought back 
to England a small goup of Carmelites who had been living 
since the earliest Christian times on Mt. Carmel but whose 
lives were now threatened because o f unsettled conditions 
in the Holy Land.

A t this time O ur Lady appeared to  a diocesan priest 
named Simon o f Stock instructing him to jo in  this new 
com m unity. Probably  the rest o f  the story you know.

In 1251, when St. Simon Stock was very advanced in 
years, Our Lady appeared to him and gave him the Brown 
Scapular as a sign o f  salvation and  a sign o f H er special 
protection over those who would consecrate themselves 
to H er as had those H oly M onks on M t. Carmel for so 
many centuries.

So many wonders were perform ed through this sign of 
consecration to Mary that within a generation the Scapular 
was being w orn throughout the Church from  Pope to  
peasant. Together with the Rosary, it becam e the m ost 
richly privileged and  indulgenced devotion to O ur Lady 
in the C atholic Church.

A fter being confiscated by Henry V III, this ancient 
Carmelite M onastery (lands originally granted by Lord 
Grey) returned to  the possession o f the Carmelites in 1948 
and the m ajor relic o f  St. Simon Stock was brought here 
from  Bordeaux (where the Saint died in 1261).

Aylesford is located about an hour and a half south o f 
London in the County o f Kent, known as the “ G arden” 
o f England.

Walsingham
N orth o f London one can visit the magnificent univer

sity town o f C am bridge, with chapel and buildings that 
date back over five hundred years. From  there continue 
to Walsingham, the national M arian Shrine o f England.

H ere in W alsingham both Anglicans and Rom an
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to free the Holy Land from the Muslims. He brought back 
to England a small goup of Carmelites who had been living 
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named Simon o f Stock instructing him to jo in  this new 
com m unity. Probably  the rest o f  the story you know.

In 1251, when St. Simon Stock was very advanced in 
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protection over those who would consecrate themselves 
to  H er as had those Holy M onks on M t. Carm el for so 
m any centuries.
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was being w orn throughout the Church from  Pope to 
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A fter being confiscated by Henry V III, this ancient 
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Grey) returned to the possession o f the Carmelites in 1948 
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Catholics together honor the place where a Shrine was 
built back in the 9th century as a result o f  an apparition  
o f  O ur Lady to  a widow.

In this apparition, Our Lady showed the pious woman 
the Holy House in Nazareth and told her to build a replica 
on this spot.

V arious miracles confirm ed the authenticity o f the 
apparition . In a short time all England recognized this 
as a place o f special devotion to  O ur Lady. Even Henry 
VIII was one o f  those kings who came barefoot the last 
mile to  honor O ur Lady at W alsingham .

But later this same m onarch destroyed the Shrine and 
turned the monastery over to private hands, all but wiping 
out the m em ory o f W alsingham for centuries.

Henry VIII did the same, o f course, at Aylesford where 
the Church o f the A nnunciation was destroyed and the 
m onastery was turned over to  private hands. I hesitate 
to write the following. . .  because it may seem self-serving. 
However, as I am  nearing the end o f my life, and since 
Aylesford has become a major place o f Marian pilgrimage 
in England, perhaps the reader would find it interesting:

There was no Carmelite community in England, as such, 
when I went there in 1946 with the intention o f  visiting 
Aylesford. I had w ritten a book about the Scapular o f 
Mt. Carmel some years before and I was actively engaged 
with the Carmelites o f the United States in promoting the 
Scapular devotion. So the P rio r General wrote to  a 
Carmelite priest stationed in England to accompany me.

The great estate with its walls and gatehouse looked very 
form idable. I did not know how I would be received.

To my surprise the Lord Sheriff o f Kent had just recently 
died and the only one now living in tha t vast mansion 
(form erly the Carm elite M onastery) was his widow.

She had no children. A nephew whom she did not par
ticularly like was living in the gatehouse.

W hen I explained that I had written a book about the 
Carm elites, she received me with an unexpected degree 
o f  kindness. She took me from  room  to room  and even 
showed me some o f the precious vestments which had been 
preserved through all the centuries as treasures which came 
with the house when Henry VIII drove out the friars and 
gave the property to become eventually the home and court
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o f the Lord Sheriff o f Kent.
Next to the main house was a row of what formerly had 

been the cells o f  the m onks. A lthough the stone and 
brickwork was intact, the roof had crumbled. When I asked 
if I might take a little o f the old wood as a “ relic” the gentle 
lady was visibly moved. Indeed she seemed to be so touched 
by my respect for the place tha t I suddenly blurted out:

“ Why don’t you give this back to the Carmelites? You 
would be rendering a service to  all o f England. Indeed 
the history o f this former monastery is im portant not only 
to  England, but to  all the w orld .”

She received my words with silent a ttention.
Within two years the Carmelites had the monastery back 

and a priest with whom I had been working m ost closely 
in the United States was then elected Prior General o f  the 
Carm elites. A t my request he placed great emphasis on 
reclaiming Aylesford and in obtaining the m ajor relic o f 
St. Simon Stock from the Cathedral in Bordeaux to  bring 
it back to  England.

The importance o f the Scapular was greatly underlined 
in the apparitions o f  Fatim a where O ur Lady appeared 
at the climax o f the M iracle o f  the Sun, clothed as O ur 
Lady o f M t. Carm el and holding the Scapular out from  
the sky.

Lucia said: “ It is because She wants everyone to  wear 
i t . . .  it is a sign of consecration to Her Immaculate H eart.”

And consecration to the Immaculate Heart o f Mary was 
an extremely im portant elem ent. . .  if not perhaps even 
the m ost im portant elem ent. . .  in the Fatim a Message.

Two visions preceded that o f Our Lady o f M t. Carmel 
while some hundred thousand people saw the sun whirl
ing in the sky:

1.) St. Joseph with the Child Jesus appeared beside Our 
Lady:

2.) O ur Lady appeared as “ O ur Lady o f Sorrow s.”
M ost M arian writers interpret all three visions as

representing the Mysteries of the Rosary: Joyful, Sorrowful 
and G lorious.

It is obvious, o f course, that the Holy Family represents 
the Joyful Mysteries; and tha t O ur Lady o f Sorrows 
represents the Sorrowful Mysteries. But why should Our 
Lady appear as O ur Lady o f M t. Carm el, holding down
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the Scapular, as a representation of the Glorious Mysteries?
Perhaps the answer is that the Scapular is a sign o f  the 

trium ph o f O ur L ad y . . .  it is the sign She gave with the 
assurance that all who die clothed in it would be saved. 
And the final triumph o f the Heart o f M ary is the triumph 
o f bringing all o f Her children to heaven. And it has never 
been known in the 700 years that the Church has enjoyed 
this great sacramental that a single, solitary person clothed 
in it, has died inpenitently.

It is a great consolation to me when I pray the Rosary 
to realize that the Scapular is the symbol o f M ary’s special 
protection and special “ presence.”  It is a consolation to 
reach out and touch it over my own heart knowing that 
it is the sign o f  M ary’s love, uniting my heart to Hers! 
It is my personal sign o f H er trium ph in me.

A nd the closer we can come to the reality o f  this great 
gift, the more we shall benefit and it is for this reason that 
the Ave M aria Pilgrimage stresses Bourgillon in Switzer
land, and Aylesford in England, in addition to  Fatim a.

Basilica at Knock
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Chapter 11 
Apparitions Now

A problem for many is whether or not they should make 
pilgrimages to places where apparitions are reported to 
be taking place at the present tim e since apparitions are 
very rarely declared truly “ supernatural” until some time 
has passed and the Church has had adequate time to 
evaluate the circumstances thoroughly.

But even as 1 am writing this book in 1986, literally mil
lions are going to places where current apparitions are re
ported. And sometimes they wonder whether they are “ do
ing the right th ing .” Millions more who would like to go 
stay away because they believe that one should await the 
final approval o f the Church.

There is nothing wrong whatever in going to places of 
alleged apparitions as long as there is no specific ecclesias
tical prohibition.

However, if we follow the spirit of the Church, we will 
be very, very cautious. We know of some “ apparitions” 
which have been just plain “ fakes.” And if we should go 
in all good faith and think that we are seeing something 
authentic, we might end up doing harm  by spreading 
falsehood.

The reason the Church is so very careful is because of 
her responsibility to souls and to the integrity of the truth 
entrusted to her.

W hat if, for example, the Bishop o f G arabandal were 
to say that those apparitions were “ supernatural” before 
the actual proof predicted by the children ever took place? 
And what if that “ miracle” never took place? What would 
happen to the reputation of the C atholic Church?

It is with 2,000 years of experience and with the au th 
ority from  Jesus H im self to judge in such m atters, that

87



the Church moves with caution. We should move in the 
same spirit.

However, this does not mean that we should not go to 
any  places o f  current apparitions.

As a leader o f  the Blue Arm y, I have m ade it a point, 
personally, not to  go to  places o f  current apparitions 
w ithout some definite sign o f approval on the part o f the 
local bishop. For tha t reason, even though 1 have always 
been “ open”  to the apparitions o f G arabandal, I have 
personally never been there. A nd although m any have 
spoken o f  convincing evidence o f  authenticity o f  the 
apparitions at Medjugorje, again, I have personally never 
been there.

While I might be free as an individual to  visit these places, 
since I am an official o f the W orld A postolate of Fatim a 
I am bound by its policy not to  prom ote unapproved 
apparitions.

For those who are free to  visit places like G arabandal 
and Medjugorje, perhaps the following observations might 
be helpful.

In 1917, three m onths in advance, O ur Lady announ
ced tha t She was going to  perform  a miracle at Fatim a: 
‘‘So that everyone m ay believe. ”

A dear friend o f  mine, D ona M aria de Freitas, was a 
young woman in Lisbon at that time. Some o f her friends, 
and thousands o f  others were flocking to  Fatim a that 
O ctober to  see the miracle. But M aria did not go!

“ I wanted to g o ,”  she said, “ but I felt it would not be 
right because the apparitions reported at Fatim a had not 
been approved by the C hurch .”

Forty-tw o years later, she helped me gather m aterial 
for my book M eet the Witnesses, a book about the “ miracle 
of Fatim a” based on the testimony of dozens upon dozens 
o f living witnesses. She dedicataed m ost o f  her life to  the 
prom otion o f  the Message o f  Fatim a and was the first 
International Secretary of our Apostolate and the foreign 
language secretary to  the Bishop o f Fatim a. I know how 
much she regretted  tha t she had never seen the miracle 
o f  the su n . . .  although she lived at the time only a few hours 
away.

“ If  only 1 had realized”  she said, “ that there is a 
difference between som ething being approved by the
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Church and being ‘under investigation.’ My common sense 
should have told me that there is no way the Church could 
approve apparitions before they are com plete or before 
having absolutely certain p roo f o f their au then ticity .”  

There are some current apparitions towards which eccles
iastical authority show signs of “ openness.” These places 
in particular might be proper for individuals to  visit, 
although for the reasons given above I myself have been 
very cautious in this regard. I did actually visit a “ current 
apparition”  under the following circumstances.

I was in M adrid for a meeting with Capt. Carlos Etayo 
concerning the building of a replica of the Columbian fleet 
planned to sail to America in 1992 to celebrate the 500th 
anniversary o f the first voyage o f  Colum bus. Present at 
the luncheon was Father Baussmann, President of The Blue 
Army of Spain, and another p riest. . .  a prom inent Jesuit 
known all over Spain as a great preacher and retreat master.

The meeting had been set up long in advance. It was 
a Friday afternoon and my wife did not attend the lunch
eon because the conversation would be in Spanish and 
she would prefer to take a trip to El Escorial and the Valley 
of the Fallen, places which I had visited but which she had 
never seen.

In the course o f the luncheon, there was m ention of 
apparitions reported to be taking place at El Escorial. I 
asked the priests about the attitude o f the Archdiocese. 
“ The Archbishop is open on the m atter,” was the answer. 
And they gave instances of wonders reported at the place 
o f the apparitions in which a middle-aged woman, mother 
o f seven children, was receiving messages from Our Lady. 
The basic messages seemed to be that Our Lady’s requests 
at Fatima had not been heard and that it was more urgent 
than ever that the world respond.

I had known virtually nothing about these events and 
I was surprised when Fr. Baussm ann said:

“The apparitions take place on each First Saturday, 
and tom orrow  is the First Saturday. ”

He suggested that I might take advantage o f being in 
M adrid at this time to go and see for myself. However, 
I had no intention o f going. I was following my policy 
o f many years of simply waiting until there would be some 
definite signs of Church approval.
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T hat evening when I rejoined my wife, I did not find 
her as enthusiastic as I expected her to be from the glorious 
trip she had planned.

It turned out tha t although that trip  from  M adrid to 
El Escorial operated every day, on this particular day it 
did not operate because she was the only passenger who 
showed up! So she had taken a rather dull city tour to fill 
the time.

“ Fine,” I said. “ I will take you to m o rro w .. and if you 
d o n ’t m ind, I will stay at El Escorial and the driver can 
take you on to  the Valley o f the Fallen, and then pick me 
up again at El E scorial.”

And so it happened that the next day I was there among 
a large crowd at the time o f the apparition . . .  and for the 
first time in my life I realized what it m ust have been like 
for those crowds who came to  Fatim a in 1917 to  see the 
three children kneeling in front o f  a little tree.

However, this was a personal m atter, and I have not 
spoken o f it until now, after the Archdiocese has permitted 
a statue to be placed at the spot and has officially permitted 
devotions there.

Now concerning G arabandal:
Personally I always tended to believe in the apparitions 

o f  G arabandal because it seemed im probable that Our 
Lady performed the great miracle in Fatima and then went 
back into heaven, folded H er arms and said: “ Well now 
I have given proof; if they don’t accept it, it’s just too bad.” 

Even as all o f the apparitions from  1830 onward seem
ed to  come to a climax at Fatim a, Fatim a was obviously 
the opening o f  a new era . . .  an era unprecedented in Chris- 
tain history in which O ur Lady had obtained from  God 
perm ission to perform  a miracle at a predicted  tim e and  
place “so that everyone m ay believe. ”

Because it was so unprecedented, it was many years 
before m ost o f  the world even knew about the Fatim a 
miracle. It first became known in the United States in 1942, 
25 years after the apparitions, when Pope Pius XII 
responded by consecrating the world to  the Im m aculate 
H eart o f M ary.

So the apparent apparitions a t G arabandal, with the 
prophecy o f  another miracle, seemed to  be a logical 
sequence to  Fatim a. I was particularly excited at this
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because O ur Lady was reported to be appearing as Our 
Lady o f the Scapular o f M t. Carm el. She had appeared 
at Fatim a as Our Lady o f the R osary . . .  but at the closing 
o f Her apparitions at the climax o f the miracle, She 
appeared as Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, holding the Scapular 
out to the world.

And I had other reasons to  believe in G arabandal.
Father Pio seemed to me a living saint and one day I 

asked him what we should believe about those four girls 
in Spain who were seeing apparitions o f Our Lady? I ask
ed if I should lead a pilgrimage to Garabandal? His answer 
was affirm ative. . .  but he seemed to lead me to understand 
that I should lead the pilgrimage only f o r  the miracle.

I now had an even stronger reason to believe.
Some said that Garabandal was “ condem ned” ; others 

that the Church was still open to it. So during the Council 
I asked the Bishop o f Fatim a (Bishop John Venancio) if 
he would ask the Bishop o f Santander (the Diocese of 
G arabandal) what His Excellency really thought about 
the events o f G arabandal (not only as one bishop to 
another, but as the Bishop o f Fatim a to the Bishop o f an 
alleged new apparition). A nd the Bishop o f Santander 
answered briefly and to the point: “ We will wait, 
Excellency, fo r  the miracle. ”

This is obviously the prudent attitude o f the Church.
The children of G arabandal predicted a miracle which 

is still to take place on eight days notice. So there is no 
way the Church could approve “ as supernatural”  events 
for which the prom ised p roo f had not yet taken place.

We have a different situation at Kibeho in R w anda, 
Africa. There the situation is very similar to  that o f Fatima 
in 1917. The Bishop of the diocese in Rwanda has permitted 
the publication of a book about the apparitions and when 
we wrote for perm ission to conduct a pilgrimage there, 
the Bishop said that we were free to  come and hoped that 
m any graces would result.

In the case of the apparitions in Nicaragua, the Bishop 
has already expressed his belief in the apparitions and has 
purchased the land at the place o f the apparitions to  re
serve them  for future pilgrimage use, pending approval 
on a level higher than his own.

C ardinal Ratzinger, C ardinal Prefect o f the Sacred
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Congregation for the Doctrine o f  the Faith  (the form er 
Holy Office) says: “ One o f  the signs o f  our times is that 
the announcement o f M arian apparitions are multiplying 
all over the world. For example, reports are arriving from 
Africa and from other continents at the section of the con
gregation tha t is com petent to  deal with such rep o rts .”

Cardinal Ratzinger is in charge o f the m ost im portant 
Vatican Curial Office, charged with the preservation and 
prom otion o f Catholic orthodoxy. Referring to recent ap
paritions the Cardinal spoke in great detail about Fatima 
and the importance of the Fatima Message: “ A stem warn
ing from Heaven has been launched from that place ‘Fati
m a’ directed against the prevailing frivolity, a summons 
to the seriousness o f  life, o f  history, to  the perils that 
threaten  hum anity .”

Then the C ardinal went on to  say tha t none o f  these 
private revelations adds anything “ to w hat a Christian 
m ust know from  revelation (the Scriptures) but tha t the 
Marian apparitions approved by the Church in their known 
context reconfirm  the urgency o f  penance, conversion, 
forgiveness, fasting.” The Cardinal mentioned that already 
millions o f pilgrims have gone to Medjugorje in Yugoslavia 
and o f the controversy between the local Bishop there and 
the Franciscans. A nd responding to  the question as to 
w hether the C ongregation, (“ the highest court in this 
m atter” ) would m ake a judgem ent, he replied:

“ In this area, more than ever, patience is the fundamental 
policy o f our congregation. No apparition is indispensable 
to  the Faith; revelation term inated with Jesus Christ. He 
Himself is the revelation. B ut we certainly cannot prevent 
G od fr o m  speaking to our tim e through sim ple persons 
and also through extraordinary signs that point to the insuf
ficiency o f  the cultures stamped by rationalism and positiv
ism that dom inate us. The apparitions which the Church 
has officially approved—especially Lourdes and Fatima— 
have their precise place in the developm ent o f the life of 
the Church in the last cen tu ry .”  (The above quotations 
from  The Ratzinger R eport published by Ignatius Press, 
pp. 110-111.)

El Escorial
I have met m any who have gone to  places o f  current
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apparitions. I have not yet met one who returned unsatisfied 
or who did not seem to have obtained some special grace.

I have had only one experience; that o f El Escorial and 
I will tell you of my reaction for whatever value it may have:

W hat I experienced at El Escorial could not be remotely 
compared with my experience o f touching the rock upon 
which Our Lady stood at Lourdes, or my kneeling before 
the place of the apparition at Fatima. I would like to repeat: 
“ not even rem otely .”

When I touch the rock at Lourdes I  know  that Our Lady 
stood on that rock, said the Rosary with St. Bernadette, 
spoke to her, and from that rock opened the miraculous 
spring and invited H er children from  all over the world 
to  come here.

W hen I kneel in front o f the place o f the apparitions 
at Fatim a, as Popes and millions of pilgrims have done 
before me, I know  that O ur Lady stood there and spoke 
to  the children. I can feel Her speaking to me, as millions 
o f others have also felt! I know! I  have no doubt!

However, at El Escorial I was impressed with the crowd, 
with the novelty, perhaps even with the excitement. But 
I did not really know . The Church had not yet spoken. 
There was a doubt. And where there is doubt, faith is never 
fully active.

Even if I had seen a phenomenon in the sky at El Escorial 
as some have done, it would have m ade no difference. 
The doubt would be there. W as this woman really seeing 
O ur Lady? Were the words she spoke  being transm itted 
by Our Lady  to  the world? M aybe. A nd that would be 
w onderful. A nd it will be interesting to  wait and see.

Meanwhile, what she said seem ed  all too  true. But did 
it add anything to  the message given in the approved 
apparitions? It did not even seem to me tha t the crowd 
there was more deeply moved than I. W onder? Curiosity? 
Mixed faith? Whatever it was, I  had the feeling that it must 
have been like that fo r  the crowds who saw the children 
at Fatim a  kneeling in fron t o f a little tree speaking to  an 
unseen person.. mixtures o f questioning and fa ith . . .  and 
perhaps h o p e . . .until the m iracle happened.

On the great Ave M aria Pilgrim age there is private 
opportunity  for anyone to go to M edjugorje, which can
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be reached by a ferry which leaves just a few miles from 
Loreto.

There is the private opportun ity  to  go from  Porto  to 
G arabandal. It is in the northw estern part o f Spain, not 
too far from  Santiago.

If  and when these places are form ally approved, the 
hub cities o f the great Ave M aria Pilgrimage will not have 
to  be changed in order to  include either G arabandal or 
M edjugorje as additional options to the basic Ave M aria 
Pilgrim age.

Conclusion
Based on my personal experience, I would say that any 

pilgrim is more advised to go to the places that are certain 
rather than to  the places still under s tu d y . . .except, o f 
course, in the event tha t at one o f these places to  which 
the Church rem ains “ open”  a m iracle may be predicted 
or some special event is expected to take place to which 
we are all “ invited”  by heaven.

Prudence, common sense, and our own good spiritual 
instinct will guide us well. We are aware tha t our times 
are extraordinary. The world trembles on the brink o f  
atom ic destruction  and O ur Lady, an anxious M other, 
seems to be calling us from  so many different places in 
a desperate effort to  rem ind us o f  the evil o f sin and to 
call us to  the necessary reparation to  tu rn  back the tide 
o f evil.

A nd if O ur M other is calling, would we not be open 
to  H er call?

As we set out on any great Ave M aria Pilgrimage there 
will certainly be before us those words o f the Cardinal 
Prefect (Ratzinger) o f the Sacred Congregation for the 
D octrine o f  the Faith:

“One o f  the signs o f  our times is that the announcement 
o f  Marian apparitions are multiplying all over the world. ”
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Footnote: The communication from the Bishop of San
tander to the Bishop of Fatima remained a secret with me 
for more than 20 years. However, after the death o f both 
bishops, a priest in France published an article in which 
he testified that in a private meeting Bishop Venancio 
encouraged him to “ prom ote” the message of Garabandal 
so that at the time o f the announced miracle there might 
be m any who would be present. And I feel that to  make 
known why  Bishop Venancio believed in G arabandal is 
now a service to his memory. Ever since his meeting with 
the Bishop o f Santander during the Council, Bishop 
Venancio believed in the visions o f G arabandal and on 
his last trip to America, he made a private detour in order 
to  meet C onchita, the principal one o f the four children 
to  whom O ur Lady of M t. Carm el was said to have 
appeared. However, neither to me, nor as far as 1 know 
to anyone else except the priest m entioned above, did 
Bishop Venancio ever express his personal belief in the 
apparitions at Garabandal so that he would in no way alter 
the path o f prudence which the Bishop o f Santander 
himself, with support o f  the Holy See, had taken.

Pope blesses crowd at Loreto.
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U .S. N ational Blue Army Shrine of 
the Im m aculate H eart o f M ary in W ashington, N .J.
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Chapter 12 
Shrines Near Home

Almost all Ave M aria pilgrimages are planned around 
Fatim a. For this reason alm ost all have been tours to 
Europe.

However, there is a very, very im portant shrine here 
at the center o f  the Americas: The Shrine o f O ur Lady 
o f Guadalupe in Mexico City and while most Marian writ
ers say that the “ M arian Age”  began with the apparition 
o f O ur Lady in Paris in 1830, could it not be m ore truly 
said that they began with the apparition  o f O ur Lady in 
Mexico City in 1531?

In that apparition Our Lady said that She was appear
ing for “ all in these lands. ” And Mexico City at that time 
was the center o f  all the Americas, and their highest point 
o f  culture.

As a result o f  H er appearance, and as a result o f the 
miracle She perform ed, there was virtually a new “ P en
tecost”  in the New W o r ld . . .w ith literally millions o f 
conversions in just a few years. A n explosion of faith re
sulted in many other shrines such as “ Our Lady o f Light” 
in Leon; the miraculous statue o f O ur Lady at San Juan 
de los Lagos; a m iraculous image o f  O ur Lady o f M t. 
Carmel; and m any, m any others.

Several times I have personally led pilgrimages to Mexico 
for an Ave M aria A  merican Pilgrim age. But for some 
reason there were just not enough people interested— 
(despite volumes of publicity)—to maintain the personnel 
needed. Perhaps it is because individuals can get to Mexico 
City easily on their own, or with one or two others with 
whom  they choose to  arrange their own trip.

However, those who do go to  Mexico City should try 
to go on a real pilgrimage which requires guidance from  
someone who truly believes in the miracle o f Guadalupe.
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There are several marvelous things to be seen in addition 
to  the m iraculous portra it o f  O ur Lady itself. The great 
new shrine, in itself is worth a trip to Mexico City. There 
is also the hill o f Tepeyac, where the apparitions occur
red, and the shrine some miles away where O ur Lady 
appeared to the uncle o f  Juan  Diego, curing him o f his 
illness, and where there is also an im portant sanctuary.

And if a pilgrimage is well conducted, it will include 
the Pyram ids and an explanation o f the Indian culture, 
a visit to the “ square o f three cultures”  with the original 
church to which Juan Diego was traveling on the very day 
that O ur Lady first appeared to him.

Today in the United States we have a wonderful organ
ization called the “ Queen o f  the Americas G uild”  which 
is planning to build a pilgrimage facility in Mexico City. 
Am ericans will then have their own center there, with 
knowledgeable people to  explain the im portance of the 
apparition and o f the beautiful message of love and con
solation which O ur Lady brought to “ all in these lands, ’ ’ 
words which we love to remember today: ‘‘Fear nothing! 
I, who am  yo u r M other, am  I  not here. ”

The Queen of the Americas Guild has a priest stationed 
at the Shrine in Mexico City, a member of the Shrine staff, 
and there is an English-speaking audio-visual to be seen 
in a facility on the periphery o f the Shrine.

And it would be wasteful to go all the way to Mexico 
City and see only  the Shrine o f O ur Lady o f Guadalupe 
and the m iraculous image o f  O ur Lady. There is also a 
“ circle to u r” around Mexico City which is so interesting 
that I myself consider, from  the point o f  view o f variety 
o f scenery and even shrines, second only to  a trip around 
the world for its diversity. One passes from  real 
tropics,through subtropics to tem perate climate in just 
a few days. And one sees cathedral after cathedral, church 
after church, often 300 to 400 years old!

There are also some interesting shrines in South Amer
ica, which have been visited on the Ave M aria pilgrim 
ages at one time or another, but none o f them are as 
im portant as the Shrine in Mexico City, which can truly 
be called the major Marian Shrine o f  the A  mericas. Indeed, 
the Holy Father has proclaimed Our Lady o f Guadalupe 
the Em press and Patroness o f  all the Americas.
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Fatima Travel has its own representative in Mexico City, 
who is a devout C atholic and who is an expert on all the 
shrines. Year after year he conducts the great Ave M aria 
Circle Tour in Mexico. For this reason, Fatima Travel has 
published a special booklet about the Mexican pilgrimage 
and offers it, using commercial airlines, several times a year.

U.S. Shrines
But we also have many shrines “ close to home” . . .  such 

as the Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows in Portland, Oregon; 
Our Lady of Peace just south of San Francisco; Our Lady 
o f the Snows in Belleville, Illinois; O ur Lady o f Fatim a 
in Youngstown, New York; the Shrine of the Jesuit Martyrs 
in Auriesville, New York; the Shrine o f O ur Lady in St. 
Augustine, where Mass was first said in what is now the 
continental United States; and in addition to many other 
local shrines there is the official N ational Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D. C . ..  to which 
diocesan pilgrimages are organized annually from all over 
the nation.

Near New York City, in W ashington, New Jersey, is 
the Shrine o f  the Immaculate Heart o f  Mary at the National 
Center o f  the W orld A postolate o f Fatim a (The Blue 
Army).

I would like to speak about this in some detail because 
it is our hope that most o f those who take the great Ave 
Maria Pilgrimage will also visit our own shrine in W ash
ington, N .J. where pilgrimage facilities are under con
stant development.

It is beneficial for those going on the great Ave M aria 
Pilgrimage to Europe to come fir s t  to W ashington, N .J. 
and spend at least one night at the Shrine, then proceed 
by coach the next day to the airport for the trip to Europe. 
This takes away the anxiety o f ‘ ‘getting to the airport on 
tim e.”  It gives one a chance to be completely rested from 
the strain o f packing and getting away from  home, and 
it is a spiritual preparation  for the great pilgrimage.

O ur Shrine of the Im m aculate Heart has rightly been 
called the “ American Fatim a” because it was here in 1948 
that the original International Pilgrim Virgin, which the 
Bishop o f Fatim a had blessed to  go to Russia, was first 
enshrined. It was from  here in W ashington, N .J. that it
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left for Russia to arrive there in January  1950. It is now 
enshrined in a chapel serving embassy personnel of 
Moscow.

And on this mountain was born the “ W orld Apostolate 
o f Fatim a” which was proclaimed by Our Lady’s Bishop, 
the Bishop o f Fatim a himself, as the official A postolate 
for spreading the Fatim a Message to  the entire world.

In 1985 the rector o f  the Sanctuary o f Fatim a blessed 
an exact replica of the Chapel o f the Apparitions o f Fatima 
on the grounds o f W ashington, N .J. Parts o f the original 
chapel o f  the apparitions o f  Fatim a have been given by 
the sanctuary to the U. S. Shrine so that the Capelinha 
is not only a replica, but has actual parts o f  the original 
Capelinha from the spot where Our Lady appeared to  the 
children in 1917 and over which took place the Miracle 
o f  the Sun.

The Holy House
It was never intended by the founders o f the Blue Army 

(The W orld A postolate o f Fatim a) that the offices o f the 
A postolate in W ashington, N .J. should ever become a 
‘ ‘N ational Shrine. ’ ’ But when a group o f Felician Sisters 
came to  the Blue Arm y Center to  help with their labor 
and especially their prayers, a replica o f  the Holy House 
o f Nazareth was built to serve as a chapel for the Sisters.

We knew that when the doors o f the original Holy House 
were changed (because o f the millions o f  pilgrims going 
there) that a few stones were left over and were preserved 
in the treasury of the Holy House. We were able (in 1970) 
to obtain two pieces o f  these stones which we crushed and 
imbedded in the m ortar o f  the fieldstone used to  build 
a replica o f  the Holy House in W ashington, N .J.

W hen finished it was so m uch like the original Holy 
House o f N azareth that Father M odestus Papi, who was 
then the director of the Universal Congregation of the Holy 
House, said on more than one occasion (when he flew on 
the same day from  Loreto to  New Y ork, arriving in 
W ashington, N .J. still in daylight because o f the 6-hour 
time change):

“I  was in m y M o th er’s  house at Loreto  this morning, 
and I  am  back in m y M o th er’s house here tonight. ”

I speak at length about this in my book Dear B ishop
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and of the miracle of angelic voices which took place o \e r 
the Holy House in Washington, N. J . . . .  a miracle extremeh 
well substantiated.

Visitors had been coming to the Blue Arm y National 
Center to get material, or to have questions answered. But 
many more began to come in order to pray in the replica 
of the Holy House. Often crowds were so large that Mass 
had to be held out o f doors.

Sister M ary M iranda, the Felician Sister who had that 
“ special vocation” to come to Washington, N .J. with some 
other Sisters, that they might be a “ heart o f prayer’’ at 
the Blue A rm y’s N ational Center, began to speak of 
building a m ajor shrine on the grounds. (Indeed, she had 
predicted from the time she first came that one day a great 
Shrine would be built there.)

Now rising on this mountain, above the very valley down 
which George W ashington m arched in 1776 with the 
battered remnants of the Continental Army after his First 
defeat in New York, a massive bronze statue of Our Lady 
showing Her Im m aculate H eart seems to touch the sky.

Precious Relics

Here we have the largest piece of the original tree upon 
which Our Lady appeared in Fatima! It is quite small. . .  but 
still the single largest piece in existence. It stands in a 
reliquary in the Holy House and the official seal o f the 
Bishop o f Fatim a bears testim ony to its authenticity.

Also in the “ Holy H ouse’’ is a life-size representation 
of the “ final vision”  o f Fatim a: the Holy Trinity; Our 
Lord on the Cross with blood flowing from Head and Heart 
to the Eucharist; and with O ur Lady standing at the foot 
of the Cross, Her Immaculate Heart surrounded by thorns.

Directly beneath the sculptured figures (which are a mas
terpiece of carving), is a part o f  the original altar over which 
the vision occurred.

As m entioned elsewhere in this book, the furnishings 
o f the sanctuary o f the final vision o f Fatim a were ob
tained by the Blue Arm y (which is the custodian o f the 
Chapel of the Apparitions in Pontevedra). The center part 
o f the altar of the vision is at Pontevedra, but the two side 
parts were refashioned into the altar which now stands 
in the Holy House in W ashington, N .J.
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left for Russia to arrive there in January  1950. It is now 
enshrined in a chapel serving embassy personnel of 
Moscow.

And on this mountain was born the “ W orld Apostolate 
o f Fatim a” which was proclaimed by Our Lady’s Bishop, 
the Bishop o f Fatim a himself, as the official A postolate 
for spreading the Fatim a Message to the entire world.

In 1985 the rector o f the Sanctuary o f  Fatim a blessed 
an exact replica o f the Chapel of the Apparitions of Fatima 
on the grounds o f W ashington, N .J. Parts of the original 
chapel o f the apparitions o f  Fatim a have been given by 
the sanctuary to  the U. S. Shrine so that the Capelinha 
is not only a replica, but has actual parts o f  the original 
Capelinha from the spot where Our Lady appeared to the 
children in 1917 and over which took place the M iracle 
o f  the Sun.
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(The W orld A postolate o f Fatima) that the offices o f the 
A postolate in W ashington, N .J. should ever become a 
“ National Shrine.”  But when a group of Felician Sisters 
came to the Blue Army Center to  help with their labor 
and especially their prayers, a replica o f  the Holy House 
o f Nazareth was built to serve as a chapel for the Sisters.

We knew that when the doors o f the original Holy House 
were changed (because o f the millions o f  pilgrims going 
there) that a few stones were left over and were preserved 
in the treasury of the Holy House. We were able (in 1970) 
to obtain two pieces o f  these stones which we crushed and 
imbedded in the m ortar o f  the fieldstone used to  build 
a replica o f  the Holy House in W ashington, N .J.

W hen finished it was so m uch like the original Holy 
House o f N azareth that Father M odestus Papi, who was 
then the director of the Universal Congregation of the Holy 
House, said on more than one occasion (when he flew on 
the same day from  Loreto to  New Y ork, arriving in 
W ashington, N .J. still in daylight because o f the 6-hour 
time change):

“I  was in m y M o th er’s  house at Loreto  this morning, 
and I  am back in m y M o th er’s house here tonight. ”

I speak at length about this in my book Dear B ishop
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and of the miracle of angelic voices which took place over 
the Holy House in Washington, N .J .. . .  a miracle extremely 
well substantiated.

Visitors had been coming to  the Blue Arm y N ational 
Center to get material, or to have questions answered. But 
many m ore began to come in order to pray in the replica 
of the Holy House. Often crowds were so large that Mass 
had to  be held out o f doors.

Sister M ary M iranda, the Felician Sister who had that 
“ special vocation” to come to Washington, N .J. with some 
other Sisters, that they might be a “ heart o f p rayer”  at 
the Blue A rm y’s N ational Center, began to speak of 
building a m ajor shrine on the grounds. (Indeed, she had 
predicted from the time she first came that one day a great 
Shrine would be built there.)

Now rising on this mountain, above the very valley down 
which George W ashington marched in 1776 with the 
battered remnants of the Continental Army after his first 
defeat in New York, a massive bronze statue of Our Lady 
showing H er Im m aculate H eart seems to touch the sky.

Precious Relics
Here we have the largest piece o f the original tree upon 

which Our Lady appeared in Fatima! It is quite small. . .  but 
still the single largest piece in existence. It stands in a 
reliquary in the Holy House and the official seal o f the 
Bishop o f Fatim a bears testim ony to  its authenticity.

Also in the “ Holy H ouse”  is a life-size representation 
o f  the “ final vision”  o f Fatim a: the Holy Trinity; Our 
Lord on the Cross with blood flowing from Head and Heart 
to  the Eucharist; and with O ur Lady standing at the foot 
of the Cross, Her Immaculate Heart surrounded by thorns.

Directly beneath the sculptured figures (which are a mas
terpiece o f carving), is a part o f  the original altar over which 
the vision occurred.

As m entioned elsewhere in this book, the furnishings 
o f the sanctuary o f the final vision o f Fatim a were ob
tained by the Blue Arm y (which is the custodian o f the 
Chapel of the Apparitions in Pontevedra). The center part 
o f the altar of the vision is at Pontevedra, but the two side 
parts  were refashioned into the altar which now stands 
in the Holy House in W ashington, N .J.
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During the vision Lucia saw the words “Grace and Mercy 
flowing down over the altar like w ater” . . .and  it is 
extremely impressive for a pilgrim to attend Mass here 
before the very altar thus mentioned in Lucia’s Memoirs.

But there is something perhaps even more precious, or 
certainly just as precious as the altar. That is the Baldachino 
which stood on the altar to hold the crucifix. . .  and which 
was also used for Exposition o f the Blessed Sacram ent. 
And this Baldachino was literally at the very center o f  that 
great vision that filled the chapel with light and during 
which O ur Lady said that ‘‘Now is the time for the Holy 
Father to  consecrate Russia to  My Im m aculate H e a rt.”

This Baldachino is kept in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
o f the m ajor shrine, up on the hill, and is used for 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament during the All-Night 
Vigils on every First Friday-First Saturday. It is in its 
original condition with original paint and gold leaf ex
actly as it was at the time o f the vision.

Also in the same Blessed Sacrament Chapel, on the right 
side, is a beautiful statue o f St. Joseph which also came 
from  the Convent o f  the A pparitions in Pontevedra.

On the left is the Pilgrim Virgin statue which the Bis
hop o f Fatim a accom panied on a pilgrimage to Odessa, 
R ussia .. .one of those “ unusual world pilgrimages” which 
were a prelude to obtaining the special plane for the world 
peace flights.

The Shrine is situated in the center o f some 150 acres 
in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. The scenery, 
even to veteran travelers, repeatedly causes exclamations 
o f wonder.

On the grounds there is an outdoor W ay of the Cross, 
and a Rosary G arden. The Joyful Mysteries begin at the 
Holy H ouse, and continue in a series o f life-size figures 
throughout the other four Mysteries. The Sorrowful Mys
teries are m ore som ber, with bronze figures. The G lor
ious Mysteries are m asterfully carved in white marble.

Just above the main building o f the W orld A postolate 
o f Fatim a, where thousands o f letters are answered every 
week, is a beautiful statue o f Padre Pio, spiritual father 
o f the Blue Army. Elsewhere on the grounds are Shrines 
to  St. Therese o f Lisieux, St. Anne and others.
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Nat ion al  Guardian

In a reflection pond in front o f the main Shrine stands 
a great white marble statue of the National Guardian A  ngel 
o f  the United States.

Special ceremonies are held on July 4, the birthday of 
the United States, centering around the Mass of the Guard
ian Angel and recalling the words of God to  Moses that 
He would send His angel before the nation o f Israel to 
prepare the way.

W hy is this Shrine to O ur N ational G uardian Angel 
located here at the “ American F atim a” ?

It is because Portugal was previously the only nation 
in the world which honored its National G uardian Angel 
with a special feast. And the Archangel who appeared to 
the children o f Fatim a, and gave them Holy C om m un
ion, identified himself as “the Guardian A  ngel o f  Portugal, 
the A  ngel o f  P ea ce .''

The priest in charge o f the A postolate of P ortugal’s 
National G uardian Angel came all the way to the United 
States to urge the Blue Army to establish devotion in the 
United States to  our own Guardian A n g e l and to  erect 
this Shrine at the National Center o f our A postolate in 
W ashington, New Jersey.

As one enters the large, wrought iron entrance gate to 
the Shrine complex, it seems alm ost as though the white 
image of the G uardian Angel begins to  “ appear” as one 
begins to climb the hill tow ards the Shrine.

Repeatedly the original In ternational Pilgrim Virgin 
has visited this m ountain, the same statue which is now 
Finally and permanently enshrined in the Basilica at Fatima, 
just inside the sanctuary. And as was said above, a similar 
m iraculous statue, which accom panied the Bishop of 
Fatima to Russia, is now enshrined in our own “ American 
F a tim a ,” as a constant rem inder o f  the great visitation 
o f Our Lady in our own time as the “ Queen o f Peace” 
and o f Her prom ise to convert Russia, the great rival of 
America in the struggle for freedom in the world, and to 
bring about an “ era o f peace to  m ank ind .”  And it was 
from this mountain that the Pilgrim Virgin went to Moscow 
in 1950.

As said above, we hope that many who go on the great
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Ave Maria Pilgrimage will first spend a night at the “ Amer
ican Fatim a.” We rejoice that tens of thousands of others, 
who may not have the time, health, or financial means 
o f  taking the great Ave M aria Pilgrimage to Europe may 
come to Washington, N .J. and experience the Holy House. 
This Holy House (aggregated to the original Holy House 
o f Loreto) carries the same privileges and indulgences that 
are obtained by a visit to  Loreto itself. The pilgrims can 
also pray before the statue o f  Padre P io , or before a 
beautiful copy o f the miraculous Icon of Kazan (the original 
o f which is at the Blue Army Center in Fatima). They can 
make the Way o f the Cross in the open (as one would do 
at Lourdes) or make the Rosary Way and pray in the replica 
o f  the C apelinha. They can venerate the largest relic o f 
the tree over which O ur Lady appeared in Fatim a, and 
attend Holy Mass in the replica o f  the Holy H ouse or in 
the Chapel o f  the Blessed Sacram ent in the main Shrine. 
Indeed th roughout the season (May through October) 
Masses are said m orning and evening with constant 
opportunity  for confession, and for A doration and 
Benediction o f the Blessed Sacram ent.

So when planning your “ G reat M arian Pilgrim age” , 
plan to  spend some time here at the “ Am erican Fa
tim a”  . . .  or if you are planning a visit to  the East, make 
certain that your plans include a visit to the National Blue 
Army Shrine o f the Im m aculate H eart o f  Mary!
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Chapter 13 
The Pilgrim

On one o f those very rare occasions a few years ago, 
when the Holy Shroud o f Turin was exposed, I took a 
pilgrimage to see it. And even though we could only enter 
the cathedral, pass in front of the Shroud, and leave again, 
it was worth having flown all the way to Italy and up to 
Turin.

I had often seen photographs of the Shroud, actual size, 
and even enlargements.

But to  look at the very Shroud  which covered Our 
L o rd .. .w h ic h  bore His I m a g e .. .f ro m  which He 
resurrected!

The wonder is with me still. It has enriched my life 
forever.

But two things were necessary for me to  have had this 
deep and lasting experience: KNOW LEDGE o f what I 
was seeing, and FAITH. And both were rewarded because 
I had m ade the sacrifice to c o m e ...

That basically is what a pilgrimage is all about.
W hile I was standing in line waiting to go into the 

Cathedral someone handed me a “ flyer” . . .  a give-away- 
sheet with a message. It had a picture o f  Padre Pio and 
a quotation from him to the effect that “ A pilgrim should 
not be like a to u ris t.”

(What interested me even more was that Padre Pio said 
that one of the practices which would bring G od’s blessing 
on the world  and help tu rn  back the tide o f evil was 
PILG RIM A G ES TO OUR LADY’S SH RIN ES.)

The flyer was being handed out to the pilgrims in Turin 
because obviously many were curiosity seekers, many were 
“ tourists .”  And what m ade myself and those with me 
differen t from  just “ tourists?”

We were not wearing sackcloth and ashes. We stayed
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at a three-star hotel, ate in good restaurants, traveled in 
an air-conditioned coach. . .  probably just like the tourists.

There may even seem to be a contradiction in saying 
a pilgrimage should be “ heavenly and earthly” (the Fatima 
Travel slogan).

But the pilgrim is a person with body and soul, and it 
is not extraordinary mortifications which make a pilgrim.

It is attitude. It is a “ seeking FIRST the Kingdom of 
Heaven: It is our different reason for travel. . .  our seeking 
a closer contact with God. ”

All that is required to  be a good  pilgrim, even in the 
very spirit of a St. Benedict Joseph Labre or a St. Ignatius 
Loyola, is acceptance o f  whatever G od sends in the course 
o f  our pilgrim age d a y . . .  while we are sincerely seeking 
Divine contact.

Years of experience show that no matter how well Fatima 
Travel (or any agency) may prepare for the physical needs 
o f its travelers there will always be trials and crosses. And 
these, properly accepted, are usually enough for a 
“ pilgrim age”  in the very truest sense.

And oddly enough, the tourist, on the most expensive 
trip imaginable, is going to have most o f the SAME trials. 
Just consider:

M any o f us live in com fortable houses, alone, or with 
one or two other persons. W e are not accustom ed to 
traveling with groups, to  deferring to  strangers getting 
on and o ff coaches, waiting to be served a meal, standing 
in line for this or for t h a t . . .and  eminently standing in 
line to  board the aircraft, to go through customs, and to 
wait in hotel lobbies until one’s room  num ber is called. 
This for many is truly a daily penance requiring kindness, 
patience, thoughtfulness o f others. And I can testify after 
more than 30 years of pilgrimages that I have never ceased 
to  be edified by the greatest num ber o f our people in 
kindness and charity towards each other and patience with 
delays and unexpected hardship. A nd “ unexpected 
hardships”  there certainly will be! No single pilgrimage 
goes through with the plane constantly on tim e...all hotel 
rooms exactly as requested. . .  all meals promptly served. . .  
and everyone on the pilgrimage a congenial fellow pilgrim.
I do not think I can recall a single pilgrimage when there 
was not som ething  to be offered up.
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A nd usually there will be one or two people who rant 
and rave because things are not going perfectly, while the 
vast m ajority somehow have the grace to  “ accept” . . .  
which is the essence o f the spirit o f penance in its truest 
sense.

Perhaps one o f the greatest mixed blessings o f a pil
grimage is the fact that room s are shared by two people, 
some o f whom have never met before they gathered at 
the airport to leave for Europe!

I say it is a “ mixed blessing” because as a result many 
lifelong friendships are born . . .  and by this I mean “ friend
ships” in the truest meaning o f  the word. M any people 
go through their entire lives without ever having one, sincere 
friend. But on a pilgrimage, where supernatural motives 
have draw n people together, two persons sharing this 
“ experience o f a lifetim e”  can continue sharing the rest 
o f their lives.

But what a hardship it is for many who have never shared 
a room  with a s tra n g e r .. .to  be sharing the same room 
day after day for two weeks!

Fortunately there is so much activity on the great Ave 
Maria Pilgrimage that when it is time to go to bed, everyone 
goes to bed and sleeps! W ake-up time usually comes all 
too soon for everyone concerned. But still there is much 
thoughtfulness required, much concern o f one pilgrim for 
the other.

In the first angelic apparition to the children of Fatima, 
the little ones were told that they were to “ pray and make 
sacrifices” because the H earts o f Jesus and M ary had a 
special mission for them .

A short time later when the children were playing, the 
angel again came and asked them what they were doing, 
telling them  to make sacrifices. And when Lucia asked 
what that meant, the angel answered, “ Make of whatever 
yo u  do  a sacrifice.”

More than once in her memoirs Lucia explains that the 
penance required o f us “is the acceptance o f  what G od  
asks o f  us each day. ”

And I am not writing this to “ instruct”  our future 
pilgrims in their behavior. It seems that most o f  our pilgrims 
already have this awareness.

That is what distinguishes them as Ave M aria Pilgrims.
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How often I have been edified by the spirit o f  our 
p ilg rim s .. .m ost o f  whom  have never met before, most 
o f whom I myself have never met before. It seems to come 
from the holiness of the shrines, the “ contact” with heaven 
which “ w orks”  w ithout any special instruction. And 
although there m ight be a few awkward occurrences at 
the beginning of the trip (especially the first or second day), 
what a glorious spirit o f friendship and joy soon pervades 
the whold group!

Again, it m ight seem contradictory for me to  say that 
a pilgrim has more fu n  than any tourist. But just substitute 
the word “ jo y ”  for “ fu n .”

Even in the very early days o f  our Ave M aria Tours I 
would remark how our groups in Rome would pass other 
regular tourist g roups. . .  and I would remark the serious 
faces o f the “ tourist”  groups as contrasted to  the smiles, 
the joy, the cam araderie am ong our own pilgrims. And 
I have rem arked this again and again through the years.

Is this a fulfillm ent o f  the words o f  O ur Lord: “ Seek 
ye first the kingdom o f heaven, and all these things will 
be added unto y o u ? ”

A PILGRIM ’S PRAYER
If som e things do no t happen as they are scheduled, Lord 

M ay I rem em ber th a t I am  a PIL G R IM  not a Tourist!
If I should get tired and inclined to become short tempered, Lord 

May I rem em ber tha t I am  a P IL G R IM  not a Tourist!
If my meal in a foreign country  m ay no t be to my particular 
liking, L ord

May I rem em ber tha t I am  a PIL G R IM  not a Tourist! 
If  any delays should occur and I should become anxious, Lord 

May I rem em ber tha t I am  a P IL G R IM  not a Tourist!
If  some o ther pilgrim is m aking noise so tha t I cannot hear the 
guide, L ord

May I remember that I am a PILG RIM  not a Tourist when 
I ask that person to  be a bit m ore quiet!

If  som eone takes a better seat o r m ore choice place, Lord 
M ay I rem em ber tha t I am  a PIL G R IM  not a Tourist!

If  I find myself last in a line or waiting, Lord
M ay I rem em ber tha t I am  a P IL G R IM  not a  Tourist!

If  the person in fron t o f  me buys the last item which I really 
w anted, Lord

May I remember that I am a PILGRIM  not a  Tourist!
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If I should get a  chance to help another person, who always 
seems to be annoying me, Lord

May I remember that I am a PILGRIM  not a Tourist!
If someone is always the “ last one on the bus” and I am always 
on time, Lord

May I remember that I am a PILGRIM  not a Tourist!
But Lord, especially let me remember that what I find objectionable 
in another

Is really what You oft times find objectionable in me 
And let me remember this and forgive the other 

As You are continually forgiving me!

Why They Return
Recently the official newspaper o f  the diocese o f 

Providence, R .I., dedicated eight whole pages to  the Blue 
A rm y Pilgrimage.

1 would wish one could include every word and every 
picture o f these eight newspaper pages in this book!

Julie M arrinucci, au thor o f the articles, began with a 
quotation from John Paul II on the occasion o f  his visit 
to  Lourdes: “ W ith you  all, I  have becom e a pilgrim. ” 

She then quoted individual Blue Arm y pilgrims who 
gave their reasons for going to Lourdes and Fatima. Palma 
M osca, o f Paw tucket, R .I., had had an extraordinary 
recovery from serious illness, attributed to prayer, and 
was visiting Fatim a for the third time.

“ W hen you are on these grounds,”  Palm a said, “ you 
are receiving many blessings from  M ary, blessings you 
feel for a long t im e . . .  ”

Julie said that she was impressed by the great faith o f 
the pilgrims and the variety o f  reasons which had drawn 
them to come to O ur Lady’s Shrines “ each o f which has 
its own charism a.”

“ To com pare the Shrines at Lourdes and Fatim a is to 
say that each is an expression of faith and devotion to Jesus 
through the Blessed M other,”  Julie wrote, “ To contrast 
them, picking one over the other, might be a mistake. It 
is the visiting pilgrim who receives from each Shrine what 
he him self brings to i t .”

Edward M cCaffrey, the Pilgrimage Apostle in Rhode 
Island, seemed to  sum m arize the feeling o f all:

“ I think that there is some kind o f feeling o f closeness 
that this Pilgrimage gives you, to the Blessed M other and
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the L ord. You come back with that closeness.”
We call it in this book  “ special con tac t w ith 

H eav en ” . . .  bu t perhaps those w ords o f  E dw ard 
M cCaffery express it much better: “ A closeness o f  one 
pilgrim to the other , but especially ‘to the Blessed Mother 
and to the L ord ’ . .  .you  com e back fo r  that closeness. ”

O ne o f our ou tstanding “ apostles”  carries banner at Fatim a.
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Chapter 14 
The Pilgrimage Apostle

Recently we had an Ave M aria Pilgrim age led by Fr. 
Kenneth Roberts after which people began calling (or 
writing) to say: “ It was the greatest experience o f my 
life” . . . “ It was m arvelous” . . .  “ It was unforgetab le .” 

From  all o f these enthusiastic responses I had to  pre
sume tha t this pilgrimage was just a little less than  going 
to  Heaven and b a c k .

Certainly having a Fr. Kenneth Roberts share his spec
ial insights at the various Shrines made a difference. Having 
studied in Rome he was thrilled to take the pilgrims to 
relive the experiences o f Rome with him.

These pilgrims were not just seeing Rome (going to  all 
o f the right places and having the right explanations). For 
them it was som ething m ore. It was sharing the wonder 
with someone who carried that wonder in his heart.

A good example of what I am trying to  say is the exper
ience o f Dr. F rank Ceravolo on one o f  our trips:

Dr. F rank Ceravolo o f F ort Lauderdale, Florida, is 
Italian and graduated from Rome University. He was mir
aculously cured by Padre Pio and goes to Italy every year.

On one occasion he and his family were on my bus on 
a one-day tour o f Rome. It was only one day but Dr. 
Ceravolo still talks about it and says: “ I had never before 
seen R om e.”

He meant, of course, no one had ever shared the wonder. 
Faith and joy and enthusiasm can make any pilgrimage 

a wonderful religious experience, sometimes as wonderful 
as one may hope on this earth.

This sharing o f m ine. . .th is sharing o f Fr. Roberts 
. .  .th is sharing by others who have gone on these pil
grimages b e fo re . . .could we not at least try to “ im itate 
this experience”  for all o f our pilgrims?
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And that is w hat our “ Ave M aria Pilgrim age APOS
TLES”  are all about!

We expect them to grasp the WONDER o f the Shrines 
. . .the  spiritual excitem en t. .  .an d  to share that wonder 
with the pilgrims they are privileged to accom pany.

Yes, privileged.. .  because it is indeed a privilege (as well 
as a great responsibility) to  have people trust themselves 
into our hands to be led to sacred places o f special contact 
with Heaven. And the Apostle who takes that responsibility 
seriously will be WELL PREPARED and will find joy in shar
ing the w o n d e r .. .

My special thing is to use the Rosary as preparation for 
each Shrine. I seem to find in the mysteries o f the Rosary 
a way to get at the heart o f  the mystery o f every Shrine 
we visit. . .  the Rosary comes to life in these sacred Marian 
Shrines!. . .  mysteries and Aves mingling together as though 
O ur L ady H erse lf were the “ tour guide” !

People have often asked me if 1 would record the Ros
aries. . .but there have never been two alike. It “ happens” . 
And I don ’t think it is special to me. A “ presence” of Our 
Lady comes with meaningful recitation o f the Rosary. It 
is just a question o f relating the particular m ystery  to the 
message o f the Shrine we are visiting. It requires just a 
brief thought before each Hail M ary.

Best Substitute
The best substitute to a wonder-filled leader is a read

ing Of THE ACTUAL WORDS.
In the Holy Land, for instance, just to read or hear the 

New Testament at the very places mentioned is all the shar
ing and wonder necessary for a most successful pilgrimage.

And when we come to Lourdes, to  hear the ACTUAL 
WORDS O ur Lady spoke h ere . . .  to be led to  the rock on 
which She s to o d . . .is often quite enough.

All the responsibility does not rest with the Pilgrimage 
Apostle. M uch rests with the pilgrim!

T hat is prim arily why I wrote this book.
YOU WILL GET AS MUCH OUT OF YOUR PILGRIMAGE 

AS YOU PUT INTO IT.
Take a New Testament when you go to the Holy Land. 

And take a book like this when you go to the Shrines 
described in these pages. O r have a book like Sharkey’s
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The W om an Shall C o n q u e r .. .which contains m ost of 
the exact words O ur Lady spoke in all H er apparitions.

The better you are p re p a re d .. .the  m ore you KNOW 
. .  .the m ore your pilgrimage will mean to  you.

Pilgrimage Apostles

But a big secret behind the success o f the Ave M aria 
Pilgrimages lies in the Pilgrimage Apostles. . .  persons who 
have themselves been so deeply touched by the Shrine 
contact with Heaven that they themselves long to  go back 
. .  .and they long to SHARE their experience.

Some o f these apostles spend days and m onths p ro 
moting the pilgrimage and they give up their own seat so 
that another may go!

But we discourage such sacrifice. We want our apostles 
w i t h  YOU on the trip. We want them  to share their love 
of the Shrines, their excitement and their w onder. . .  which 
seems to grow with every pilgrimage they take.

To have Pilgrimage Apostles on every coach, we give 
one free seat in every 2 3 . . .  so that there can be a priest 
and a Pilgrim age Apostle for every group o f 46 (which 
is a coach group).

Not everyone can be a Pilgrimage Apostle. Only those 
who are active in the Blue Arm y or in some other C ath 
olic organization such as Legion of M ary (preferably in 
a position o f leadership) are invited to become Ave M aria 
Pilgrimage Apostles. Then their names are listed in Soul 
Magazine (which has over a million readers) with an address 
and telephone num ber so that people living in their 
immediate area can contact them .

The apostle then Leads the group FROM HIS OR HER 
OWN CITY (which can be anywhere in the U.S. or Canada).

Originally we took the Queen o f the W orld Plane to 
various cities. . .  but when domestic air fares (such as on 
P eople’s Express) became so reasonable, it became far 
cheaper to organize the group from a local city into New
ark A irport (the headquarters o f P eop le’s Express and 
many other low fare carriers). From  there we could fly 
directly to E urope. . .  to our own “ Gateway C ities,”  on 
our own great 707.

And it is alm ost as e ffec tiv e .. .because the group  
becomes a pilgrimage, with the Pilgrimage Apostle, from
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the mom ent its members meet at their own local airport! 
They then stay together th roughout Europe, and return 
hom e together.

It is also im portant that the priest chosen for the 
pilgrimage is truly desirous not only o f being a part of 
the spiritual experience but o f contributing to it.

For some o f our pilgrims this is going to  be a “ once 
in a lifetim e” experience.

Some will never have flown b efo re . . .  but they are fly
ing now because they w ant to go to  L o u rd e s . . .  
F a t im a . . . R o m e . . . P a d re  P i o . . . L o r e to . . . T heir 
SPIRITUAL LONGING overcomes all else.

Some are m aking a great financial sacrifice. . .  others 
might say they could not “ affo rd” . . .  but which they feel 
the need to afford more than a television set or a new car!

A nd it is not enough tha t they be provided with trans
porta tion , hotels and meals and the opportun ity  to  get 
to the Shrines. T hat is not at all enough!

O n this pilgrimage THEY ARE GOING TO SEE A MIR
ACLE, perhaps even experience one. Will it be at Santarem, 
Balasar, Cascia, Lanciano, Loreto (the Floly Flouse itself, 
w ithout foundations), emerging dry from  the baths at 
Lourdes? And will we who lead them  be indifferent to 
what they are about to  experience?

I have known some groups to go to Balasar and not even 
have an explanation o f the miracle of the cross. . .  a miracle 
before their eyes! But sometimes a group is “ abandoned” 
to “ professional” guides who know all about the history 
and the a r t . . .and  often nothing about miracles!

The Pilgrimage Apostle and the priest in the coach must 
supplem ent the guide’s professional services (which are 
also very necessary). They m ust at least READ THE 
ACTUAL WORDS. . .and  prepare the way with the Ros
ary, preferably with constant references to the spiritual 
wonder about to  be experienced.

The title o f this book is G o! Your M other is Calling! 
And the title fits the fact. OUR LADY IS WAITING FOR YOU 
at H er Shrines. Pope John  Paul II said tha t experience 
o f hundreds o f our pilgrims confirm s tha t .

And it will be sad . . .  and w asteful. . .  if you are not pre
pared and if you do not have a Pilgrim age Apostle and 
a priest who help awaken you to the wonder you are about
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to experience every day on the great Ave Maria Pilgrimage.
Usually the heart o f that experience, at EVERY Shrine, 

is in the Eucharistic L iturgy . .  . and in receiving Jesus at 
some special, sacred place. This gives the priest the special 
privilege.. .and responsibility. .  .o f  relating the charisma 
of that place (which you have made such a sacrifice to visit) 
to yo u r  presence there.

Among our Pilgrimage Apostles there may not be many 
like St. Benedict Joseph Labre, or Ignatius Loyola or 
Francis Xavier, or any o f the host o f m ore than a hun
dred saints who m ade their way with great difficulty to 
Shrines like Loreto. But there will be som ething  o f these 
Saints in them a ll. . .  something St. John Chrysostom call
ed the following of “ a religious instinct” . . .  a seeking out 
o f the places o f special contact with God on this earth .

And how fortunate are these apostles! They are certain 
to get so much more out o f a pilgrimage than the average 
p e rs o n .. .no t only by their own preparation , but also 
through the excitement and enthusiasm  which comes 
through the group i ts e lf . . .  like the joy  at Christm as on 
seeing the light in the eyes o f  children.

We would wish that all o f our Pilgrimage Apostles, and 
particularly our pilgrimage spiritual directors, may become 
as enthusiastic about the Shrines as the many saints to 
whom we have referred in this book

I dedicate these pages to th em . . .  to those pilgrim saints 
and to  our own Pilgrim Apostles.
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Appendix 
Our Own Plane

The “ great” Ave M aria Pilgrimages back in the fifties 
were possible because one transatlantic fare by ship covered 
a stop first in Lisbon, and then continued to  any o f fo u r  
European destinations for the same fare!

But then the ships stopped sailing and coaches, hotels 
and transatlantic transportation became so expensive that 
such trips virtually ceased until we acquired our own plane 
and began to fly to Fatima, Lourdes and Rome in the early 
eighties.

And now, thanks to having our own plane, and thanks 
to  finding the right “ hub cities,”  the great A v e  Maria  
Pilgrimage is again possible  and sufficiently reasonable 
for alm ost everyone.

The story of “ our own plane” is so extraordinary that 
I wrote a little booklet about it called The Skystar Miracle.

It all began with the Blue A rm y’s world peace 
flights. . .  back in the seventies when once a year we would 
travel with the International Pilgrim Virgin statue, together 
with the Bishop o f Fatim a, on trips around the world, 
around A frica, even to all six continents o f the world in 
one single trip to promote the Message of Fatima and world 
peace.

Then in 1982 the price of chartering a plane was so high 
that the world peace flight could not be operated. The 
lowest price offered by any airline for an around the world 
charter was a million dollars. That am ounted  to $5,000 
fo r  each passenger, only fo r  air fa re  with additional 
expenses for hotel room  and food.

A t this time an airline captain, a good Blue Army 
member, suggested that we buy a  707 then being sold rather 
inexpensively due to a new noise-abatem ent law which 
would m ake it impossible for the 707 to  fly after 1984.
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(The law required a certain decibel level. . .  and the 707 
engines were a few decibles above.)

A t this same time, costs had driven airline expenses so 
high that the airlines no longer wanted a plane which could 
carry only 200 passengers. They wanted larger planes which 
could carry 300 and even 500 passengers . . .  and yet could 
be operated by the same size crew. This would make fares 
m ore affordable to  m any tourists.

So the 707’s were being sold for a fractional cost of their 
original price o f  $20 million.

A t first the idea seemed to  me like a fantasy. I did not 
even consider it. But then I got a sign which I considered 
to  be from  O ur Lady. It was associated with the m aking 
o f  an All-Night Vigil and it seemed so clear to  me that 
I felt confident t h a t . . .even though I could not ask the 
Blue Army to finance i t . . .  I felt sure that somehow I would 
acquire the p lane .1

The Queen of the World plane was purchased from Pan 
American Airways with very favorable payment conditions 
and after we operated the W orld Peace Flight o f  1982, 
we continued to use the plane for pilgrimages to  Fatim a 
offering initially a complete five-day pilgrimage for less 
than $500.

It was our intention to continue to operate this one plane 
only and eventually pay o ff, over a period o f years, the 
costs o f acquiring this “ pilgrimage p lane .”

And then distaster struck! The airline which was oper
ating our plane went out o f business and we could not get 
another airline to  operate it for us. For almost a year this 
pilgrimage plane sat on the ground while we were chartering 
another plane to  fly our trips to  F a tim a . . .  a t, o f course,

1 It is im p o rta n t  to  stress th a t while all o f  ou r p ilg rim ages o rig in a ted  in the Blue A rm y w ith  
the p rim ary  p u rpose  o f having  a rep resenta tive g ro u p  a t  th e  blessing o f  the co rn ers to n e  o f the 
Blue A rm y house in F a tim a  back in 1954, we h ad  to  have a com plete  sep a ra tio n  betw een the 
travel agency an d  the A p o s to la te  fo r tw o  reasons:

1) T here was the q u estio n  o f  liab ility ;
2) T h ere  was the q u es tio n  o f  tra v e l, w hich had  alw ays been co n sid ered  to  be 

p ro f it-re la te d .
A lth o u g h  we o p era ted  th e  pilg rim ages as th o u g h  th ey  w ere n o n -p ro fi t,  we d id  n o t w ant to  

give the im pression  tha t we w ere opera ting  pilgrim ages and collecting m oney for planes, buses, 
tra in s , e tc . in the A p o s to la te  itse lf. It has alw ays been o u r p o licy  to  pu t m oney in a secondary  
place in o u r F a tim a  A posto la te .

In  1954 F a tim a  T ra v e l, Inc . was fo rm ed  w ith  th e  help  o f  an  ex tra o rd in a rily  ca p ab le  m an 
who spoke m any languages and who had been the first director of the Blue Arm y H ouse in Fatima

H ow ever, all th is  is to ld  in  m y  b ook  Dear Bishop!.
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constantly increasing fares. . .  with the costs of the Queen 
of the W orld plane mounting as it sat idly on the tarmac.

W hat were we to do?
The spiritual results of those trips to Fatim a were so 

great and the increase in our general A postolate was so 
great (more than doubled during that time) that I decided 
1 would start an airline to fly this pilgrimage plane!

Had 1 known of the difficulties involved, 1 would never, 
never have begun. But once begun, we kept persevering 
on and on, and on the very last day of 1984, we received 
the certificate for operating Skystar In ternational. This 
was the very last certificate issued by CAB before its work 
was taken  over by the expanded  D epartm en t o f  
T ransportation. (After that time it became even more 
difficult for a new airline to begin.)

Even though the “ 707”  was undoubtedly the safest 
airplane in the sky .. .even though a similar “ 707”  is used 
as “ Air Force O ne”  to fly the President o f the United 
States, we still could not fly it because o f the new 1985 
noise abatem ent law which went into effect!

Almost miraculously, 1 heard of a group of men in Texas 
who were developing a muffler for noise abatement which 
would bring the 707 into compliance with the law. 1 flew 
to Texas to  speak to them.

They said they would gladly equip the Queen of the 
W orld plane with a m uffler (at a price three times more 
than the original cost o f the plane!) but they were surprised 
that 1 considered operating an airline with only one plane. 
They wondered how this would be possible.

1 replied: “There is a real need fo r  a pilgrimage airline. 
Statistics prove that the prim ary motive for travel, after 
business and before tourism , is pilgrim age.” 1 adm itted 
that this num ber was greatly swelled by the Pilgrimages 
to Mecca but nevertheless we already had personal 
experience o f the tru th  o f the words o f St. John 
Chrysostom : “ A pilgrimage is a religious instinct.”

And moved by this instinct, there were millions of people 
who wanted to get to the Holy Land and to holy places 
where they would feel closer to the Divine Reality.

The Texas group seemed to be impressed by what 1 said 
and 1 excused myself from the meeting at about 11:00 in 
the morning, since 1 had not yet attended daily Mass. When
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I returned, they told me they were going to supply the 
muffler, finance it, and also consider other aircraft to make 
Skystar a real airline!

Today Skystar has six 707s in the air including the Super 
Q 707, as safe and as m odern as any aircraft one could 
possibly desire!

One o f those six planes is our original “ Queen o f the 
World” acquired for the 1982 World Peace Flight. A special 
contract with Skystar In ternational reserves tha t plane 
for the prim ary use o f  the great Ave M aria Pilgrimages, 
and the contract assures tha t the plane will be flown by 
the airline as close to cost as economically viable for both 
airline and pilgrims.

W ithout this special aircraft, the great Ave M aria 
Pilgrimage would not be possible because there are no direct 
flights (and probably never will be in our lifetime) from  
the U.S. to  cities like P o rto , A ncona and Lyon.

Pilgrims from Domus Pacis The Blue Army International Center 
in Fatim a, enter the Fatim a Sanctuary in procession.
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For further information or for reservations 
on the Great Ave Maria Pilgrimage write or 
call:

Fatima Travel, Inc.
360 Belvidere Ave.
Washington, N.J. 07882

Toll free: 800-222-0369 
New Jersey: 201-689-4600

I f  you are interested in being a Pilgrimage Apostle please 
write and explain why. List your qualifications (background 
in Catholic activities).

Send to: “Director o f Pilgrimage Apostles "a t above address.


